
 
 

November 1, 2007 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO: Timothy J. Kobetz, Chief 
   Technical Specification Branch 
   Division of Inspection and Regional Support 
   Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
FROM:   Carl Schulten, Senior Reactor Engineer   /RA/  
   Technical Specifications Branch 
   Division of Inspection Regional Support 
   Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
SUBJECT:  SUMMARY OF MEETING WITH NEI RISK INFORMED TECHNICAL 

SPECIFICATION TASK FORCE (RITSTF) ON RISK MANAGEMENT 
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION INITIATIVE STATUS 

 
 
On October 17, 2007, a Category 2 public meeting was held between the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff and the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) Risk Informed 
Technical Specification Task Force (RITSTF) at the NEI offices in Washington D. C.  A list of 
attendees is enclosed (Enclosure 1).  The purpose of this meeting was for the NRC staff and 
RITSTF representatives to discuss the status of the risk management technical specification 
initiatives listed in the meeting notice dated September 24, 2007, (Agencywide Documents 
Access Management System (ADAMS) No. ML072630361). 
 
The NRC staff opened the discussion by distributing a revised agenda.  Initiative 8 was removed 
from the agenda and errata were noted that corrected discrepancies with plants scheduled for 
RMTS submittals and the NEI RMTS guidance document paired with the planned plant license 
amendments.  The revised meeting agenda is Enclosure 2.  The RITSTF submitted their “Risk 
Management Technical Specification Initiative Status” database dated October 17, 2007, 
(Enclosure 3).  A summary discussion of the agenda items follows below. 
 
Administrative Issues 
The NRC staff and the industry representatives discussed Administrative issues.  Below is a 
summary of the meeting discussion.  
 

• Initiative 4.a, “Individual Risk Informed Completions Times,” for CE plants was 
discussed.  The NRC staff review of TSTF-373, Revision 2, “Increase Containment 
Isolation Valve Completion Time in Accordance with CE-NSPD-1168 (approved on 
February 27, 2004),” still has unresolved TS issues.  The approved topical report 
safety evaluation (SE) limits applying risk informed completion times (RICT) to a 
single inoperable containment isolation valve (CIV) per the topical report analysis; 
whereas, the topical report TSTF (TSTF-373) includes RICT TS for multiple 
(emphasis added) inoperable CIVs.  The NRC staff told the RITSTF not to pursue 
the topical reports until the TS issues were resolved.  The RITSTF PWR 
subcommittee (PWROG) plans to revise and resubmit TSTF-373 early CY 2008 to 
resolve the TS issue.  
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• Initiative 7.b, ‘Impact of Non-TS Design Features on Operability Requirements – All 

Other Structure, Systems and Components (SSCs) Not in Technical Specifications” 
was discussed.  The RITSTF reported that a white paper out lining the process and 
proposed scope of SSCs is scheduled for a 2nd Quarter 2008 submittal date.  NEI will 
conduct a survey to assess industry interest in pursuing the initiative.  If they choose 
to pursue the initiative then the first submittal would probably occur toward the end of 
CY 2008. 

 
Status of RMTS Initiatives  
 
The NRC staff and the industry representatives discussed RMTS initiatives.  Below is a 
summary of the meeting discussion on each Initiative.  
 

• Initiative 1, “Technical Specifications Required Actions Preferred End States.”   
 

The NRC staff reported that the SE for TSTF-431, “Change in Technical 
Specification End States” (BAW-2441) is in concurrence review.  WOG topical report 
WCAP-16294 RAI responses due October 13, 2007 are now due December 12, 
2007.  The topical report is scheduled to be approved by June 2008.  The TSTF-432 
submittal is planned for the end of the year.  The NRC staff recommends a pre-
submittal meeting, and suggested that the TSTF submittal follow NRC staff review of 
the topical report requests for additional information (RAIs) responses.   

 
• Initiative 4.b, “Risk Informed Completion Times“ 

 
The industry representatives provided dates for license amendment applications.  
Seabrook is scheduled for CY 2009; Fort Calhoun is scheduled for February 2008; 
and San Onofre is scheduled for the 4th quarter 2008.   

 
The NRC staff and representatives discussed which RMTS applications were 
considered Initiative 4.b pilot (emphasis added) applications.  A number of plants will 
be submitting requests for waiver of NRC fees.  The NRC staff noted that any 
decision to grant fee waiver is a joint NRR and NRC Chief Financial Officer decision.  
Further discussion was deferred until the November 1, 2007, TSTF public meeting. 

 
• Initiative 5.b, “Relocate Surveillance Test Interval to Licensee Control” 

 
The South Texas application will use NEI guidance document 04-10, Revision 1.  
The application is through the onsite review committee, and will be submitted by the 
October 31st.  The application will mirror Limerick’s Initiative 5.b submittal, but 
replaces the Expert Panel with an Integrated Decision-Making Panel supplemented 
with an Expert Coordinator.  The Diablo Canyon Initiative 5.b application was 
submitted October 22, 2007.  It included responses to the TSTF-425 RAIs.   

 
TSTF-425, Revision 1, “Relocate Surveillance Frequencies to Licensee Control” 
RAIs are underdevelopment.  The PRA Licensing Branch (NRC) RAIs were 
transmitted to the TSTF Group on October 2, 2007.  The NRC staff noted that 
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recently submitted Instrumentation and Controls Branch (NRC) RAIs are mainly 
concerned with use of brackets in the TSTF-425 submittal.  The Technical 
Specifications Branch will try to resolve these items internally first.  We may send the 
TSTF Group a letter requesting them to clean up their use of brackets.  The 
Electrical Engineering Branch (NRC) has completed their review of the TSTF and 
has no RAI items for submittal to the TSTF Group.  The Technical Specifications 
Branch, NRR and the Reactor Systems Branch, NRR are still reviewing TSTF-425.  
Any identified RAI items will be issued to the TSTF Group before the due date of 
October 31, 2007.   

 
The NRC staff had a follow up visit with Limerick in September.  The purpose of the 
visit was to conduct an interview to gain information about the Limerick Initiative 5.b 
process to assist in validating the Initiative 5.b temporary inspection instruction being 
developed by the NRC staff.  The PRA Licensing Branch is planning to conduct site 
visits at each Initiative 4.b or Initiative 5.b plant to review the site-specific PRA. 

 
• Initiative 6, “Modify LCO 3.0.3 Actions and Completion Times”   

 
There are consistency issues between the Topical Report, Topical Report SE and 
Topical Report TSTF.  Several vendor TSTFs are pending submittal to the NRC staff 
for review.  The CE TSTF is scheduled for December 2007.  The BWROG and WOG 
TSTFs are scheduled for submittal by 2nd Quarter 2008.   

 
New Issues 
 
The NEI is sponsoring a 3 day workshop on RMTS beginning February 11, 2008, in San Diego, 
CA.  The objective of the workshop is to support wide spread implementation of Initiatives 4.b 
and 5.b.  The workshop will address licensing and PRA aspects for RMTS.  The NEI is inviting 
NRC participation.  
 
The Initiative NRC staff and the RITSTF discussed the best timing for submitting TSs support 
licensing topical reports.  The Technical Specifications Branch said topical reports should 
include proposed TSs.  The PRA Licensing Branch informed the RITSTSF representatives that 
topical report SEs would not be issued without NRC staff approved TSs.  The industry 
representatives did not take a unanimous position.  Discussion ensued.  An agreement was 
reached to further discuss the issue at the November 1, 2007 TSTF meeting in Rockville, MD. 
 
Public Participation 
 
No members of the public attended. 
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Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for the afternoon of the last day of the NRC Regulatory 
Information Conference.  The date is March 13, at 1pm.  The location is to be determined.   
 
Enclosures: 
1.  Attendance List 
2.  Revised Agenda  
3.  Risk Management Technical Specification Initiative Status 
 
cc w/encl:  See attached page 
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RISK-INFORMED TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS TASK FORCE 
 

OCTOBER 17, 2007 
 
 
 

NAME AFFLILIATION E-MAIL ADDRESS 
Biff Bradley NEI reb@nei.org 
Brian Mann TSTF/Excell brianm@excelservices.com  
David McCoy Southern Nuclear/PWROG demccoy@southernco.com  
Gary Chung SCE/PWROG gary.chung@sce.com  
Michael Richardson Stars-PG&E mjrm@pge.com  
Kenneth Kiper FPL kenneth_kiper@fpl.com  
Jack Stringfellow SNC njstring@southernco.com  
Jim Andrachek Westinghouse andracjd@westinghouse.com  
Bert Yates Ameren/PWROG gyates@ameren.com  
Stephen Hess Epri shess@epri.com  
Stanley Lewinson Arena NP stanley.lewinson@arena.com  
Mike Kitland Duke Energy mskitlan@duke-energy.com 
Glen Schinzel STPNOC geschinzel@stpegs.com  
Ray Schneider WEC saymond.e.schenider@us.westinghouse.com 
Tom Carrier BWROG-RITS tkcarrier@erineng.com 
Alan Hackerott OPPD hhackerott@oppd.com 
Michael Phillips Scientech mphillips@scientech.com 
Andrew J. Howe NRC AJH1@nrc.gov 
Timothy Kolb NRC TCK@nrc.gov 
Timothy Kobetz NRC TJK1@nrc.gov 
Carl Schulten NRC CSS1@nrc.gov  
Bob Tjader NRC TRT@nrc.gov  
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AGENDA 

Public Meeting with NEI on Risk Management Technical Specifications 

October 17, 2007 

 
 
I.  Administrative Issues 
 
II.  Process Issues 
 
III.  Status of Risk Management Technical Specification Task Force Initiatives 
 

a. Initiative 1, “Technical Specifications Required Actions Preferred End States”  
 

b. Initiative 4, “Risk Informed Completion Times” 
• SONGS application (NEI 06-09) Not an I.4 PILOT 

 
c.  Initiative 5, “Surveillance Frequency Control Program”  

• South Texas I.5 application (NEI 04-10 Rev. 1) 
• Diablo Canyon I.5 pilot application (NEI 04-10, Rev. 0) 

 
d.  Initiative 6, “Modify LCO 3.0.3 Actions and Completion Times” 

• Consistency Issues between the Topical Report, SE and TSTF 
 
e.  Initiative 8, “Remove/Relocate non-safety and non-risk significant systems from TS” 

• screening criteria conclusions & new analysis of plant safety  
 risks 

 
IV. Status of Risk Informed Technical Specification Task Force Travelers [Bob] 

• TSTF-431 (BAW-2441) Initiative 1, “Technical Specifications Required 
Actions Preferred End States”  

• TSTF-425 Initiative 4, “Risk Informed Completion Times” 
 
V.  New Issues 
 
VI.  Public Participation 
 
VII.  Next Meeting 
 
VIII.  Adjourn 
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