From: Donna Sealing

To: Vijantii Thakore
Date: 10/24/2007 9:31:11 AM
Subject: Fwd: Re: Action Due Sept 21, 2007 - Annual Report to OMB on

Highly Influential Scientific Assessment

>>> Donna Williams 10/15/2007 11:23 AM >>>
yes. NRO concurs.

>>> Donna Sealing 10/15/2007 11:15 AM >>>
Good Morning Donna:

Based on your below email to Russ Nichols, we have prepared our annual memo
that indicates "none" for NRO. Can we add your concurrence on the memo?

Thank you,
Donna Sealing

>>> Donna Williams 9/6/2007 8:29 AM >>>
NRO has no "Highly Influential Scientific Assessments" or "Influential
Scientific Information".

>>> Russell Nichols 08/31/2007 1:16 PM >>>
Hello Everyone,

It is time for me to start preparing the annual certification to OMB for
whether the NRC has any "Influential Scientific Information" or "Highly
Influential Scientific Assessments." My intent is for this email to reach RES,
NRR, NRO, NMSS, and FSME. I am checking to see if you are the point of contact
(POC) in your organization for this action and seeking your input for this
year, 1f you are. If you are not, I would appreciate your help in letting me
know who replaced you as the POC. Mr. Holahan, since NRO didn't exist when we
did last year's data call, I would appreciate it if you could get this to the
right person within NRO who will take action on it.

A "Highly Influential Scientific Assessment" is "a scientific assessment
utilized as the basis of a rulemaking or regulatory action that the NRC of the
Administrator, Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, OMB, determines
could have a potential impact of more than $500 million in any single year on
either the public or private sector or that the action represents a novel,
controversial, or precedent-setting approach, or has significant interagency
interest."

"Influential Scientific Information is "scientific information the agency can
reasonably determine will have or does have a clear and substantial impact on
important public policies or the private sector." The NRC guidance Applying
OMB Peer Review Guidelines (ADAMS ML051090485) focuses the standard to apply
to "information that forms the basis for a substantive rulemaking that has a
substantial impact on an industry," and the information must: "have a clear
and substantial impact on an industry that has a high probability of
occurring”" and "must impact regulatory decisions affecting a broad class of



licensees."

If you identify an information product that you believe may qualify under
either of these definitions, please review paragraph A.4. of the above
referenced ADAMS document and provide me the answers to the appropriate
questions, by September 21, 2007.

I also want to remind you that last year our OMB POC, Margo Schwab, expressed
a concern that we were not interpreting the guidance properly (we were
limiting our determination only to the $100 million cost factor), and whether
we didn't have anything just in 2006, or never had anything that qualified.
She asked for a conference call in January and when I called her back to set
it up, she said to hold off and she would contact me when she was ready to
discuss it. She never re-contacted me, nor I her. This year, we might expect
similar questions so please review the criteria closely.

Thank you, and please contact me or Donna Sealing, if you have any questions.

Russ Nichols

Information Quality Coordinator
OIS/IRSD

415-6874
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