December 18, 2007

Mr. Robert H. Leyse
P.O. Box 2850
Sun Valley, ID 83353

Dear Mr. Leyse:

| am responding to your correspondence dated August 24, 2007, by which you submitted a
petition for rulemaking (PRM) to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) pursuant to
10 CFR 2.802 of the Commission’s regulations. You requested that the NRC require all of its
resident inspectors at each nuclear power plant site to promptly share information with the
agency that is of potential regulatory interest to the Agency.

The NRC has concluded that your request does not meet the Commission’s criteria for a petition
for rulemaking. Pursuant to 10 CFR 2.802(c), a petition for rulemaking needs to identify the
regulatory issue, provide the substance or text of any proposed regulation or amendment, or
specify which current NRC regulation is to be revoked or amended. Your correspondence
expresses your concerns regarding the NRC’s process for training resident inspectors to,
“recognize information that is of potential interest to the agency,” and states that the resident
inspectors, “must be required to promptly report that information to the agency.” However, you
have not provided the substance or text of any proposed regulation or amendment, or otherwise
specified which current NRC regulation is to be revoked or amended.

Furthermore, contrary to the requirements of 10 CFR 2.802(c)(3), you have not provided
relevant technical, scientific or other data, or other pertinent information to support your
contention that NRC resident inspectors are not providing necessary information to the NRC.
We have identified two sets of information which your petition presented in support of your
petition: (1) an NRC press release indicating that the NRC has issued an order to First Energy
directed at ensuring prompt sharing of information of potential regulatory interest to the NRC;
and (2) references to various documents on fuel assemblies and fuel element "crud." Your
petition does not explain why the information contained in the press release or the referenced
documents suggests or supports a finding that NRC resident inspectors are not providing
necessary information to the NRC, and review of the press release and your description of the
referenced documents also does not disclose such information. Thus, the NRC finds that your
petition does not meet the requirements of 10 CFR 2.802(c).

Finally, the NRC requires its resident inspectors to provide information that is of regulatory
significance to their supervisors and other senior managers on a daily basis. This
communication addresses a number of issues, including licensees who clean fuel using
ultrasonic techniques.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.802(f), you have 90 days from the date of this letter to meet the
requirements described above. If you do not meet the requirements described above within 90
days, your rulemaking petition will be returned to you without prejudice to your right to file a new
petition.
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Any questions you may have should be directed to Michael Lesar, Chief, Rulemaking,
Directives, and Editing Branch, by calling 301-415-7163 or toll-free 1-800-368-5642, or by
e-mail to mti@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,
/RA/
Luis A. Reyes

Executive Director
for Operations
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