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ATTN: Document Control Desk

Director, Division of High-Level Waste
Repository Safety

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

EBB-2B2

11545 Rockville Pike

Rockville, MD 20852-2738

RESPONSE TO THE U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION (NRC) WORK
ACTIVITY DURING A QUARTERLY TUNNEL ENTRY

Reference: Ltr, Davis to Gil, dtd 9/5/07 (The NRC Work Activity During a Quarterly Tunnel
Entry)

In the referenced letter, the NRC requested U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) approval to
conduct NRC proposed staff activities in the Exploratory Studies Facility. The proposed
NRC staff activities revolve around observations related to potential thermal seepage and
spalling of rock fragments from the drift ceiling in the Alcove 5 Drift-Scale Heater Test.
The proposed activities were described in detail in the enclosure to the referenced letter.
The enclosure to the referenced letter stated that the NRC staff remains flexible to enable
DOE to plan activities in a manner that ensures safety is maintained.

In response, DOE approves the NRC’s request, supports NRC’s conduct of the proposed
activities, and appreciates the NRC staff flexibility. DOE requests that NRC coordinate this
work through its On-Site Representative’s Office for purposes of planning and scheduling the
requested activities.

There are no new commitments in this letter. Please direct any questions regarding this letter to
Neal K. Hunemuller at (702) 794-5081 or e-mail neal_hunemuller@ymp.gov.
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: April V. Gil, Acting Director
RAO:NKH-1507 Regulatory Authority Office
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R. I. Holden, National Congress of American Indians, Washington, DC
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