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le/ted Wntten Statement for Consrderat/on

Whrle l:was: present at the flrst sessnon of the ASLB at Brattleboro VT on
October 11,:2007; 1 declined.to. make a statement, thinking my comments would
be too: general and non-specrﬁc However upon further. reﬂectlon gk submrt the
following for your consideration: . o s T

There:was some dlSCUSSlen by boeth: Mr.; Shaffer. and Mr.. Sachs.about the
applicability of the "old car" analogy to the maintenance at Vermont Yankee. As
Mr. Shaffer pointed out, by reference to his son's “classic car," the issue is not
-whether one can repair an old vehicle, it is whether one has the will, motivation,
resources and determination to do so. [Sach's letter, Brattleboro. Reformer,
Octaber.9, 2007, pg.4; <wwwireformer.coms, enclosed for reference  f

With-that analogy in mind, | beg your indulgence by referencing another
analogy::Some-years.agg, I-had the opportunity to board.a seagoing: Egyptian
vessel at.a US seaport. | was ushered:into the.chief mate's quarters and was
greeted-during out discussion,with water- dripping from the ceiling near the light
fixture. When | asked to use the 'head,' the chief mate informed me that the
toilet needed to be bailed after use. While that,vessel may have been able to
make at least that trans-oceanic voyage, what does that matteryon to ordinary
maintenance say about how other, perhaps more crucial, mainténance

lemplate=secy-o03s secy-oa



: 2
Re: Vermont Yankee Renewal Application
' No: 1-07-050

schedules were being followed? What level of scrutiny would you use to assess
that vessel's seaworthiness? '

In applying this analogy to Vermont Yankee, consider then, from a common
. sense perspective, the following: -

9] Consider whether the reliance on surveillance cameras rather than hands on
inspection, now considered to be an explanation for the partial collapse of the
cooling fan structure, is being similarly inappropriately used in other areas of the
plant.

9] Reference a photograph that appeared on page six of the October 11-17, 2007
Valley Advocate, [<www.valleyadvocate.com> enclosed, labeled "V60-3B-

- STOP"]. This photo purportedly depicts the area where the value shut down,
causing the SCRAM. The accompanying article quotes a former nuclear
technician who gives the opinion that the duct tape patch is likely on a pipe that
does not carry radioactive material and therefore is non-dangerous. But, he also
notes the evidence of scraped paint and rust on the equipment in the photo,
leading one to question the housekeeping and maintenance schedules.

91 Note that recently the workers at Vermont Yankee threatened to strike during
the final hours of contract negotiations. While not privy to the internal
discussions prior to the strike announcement, | would ask you to consider that
such a level of worker dissatisfaction in a plant should be a cause for further
concern and investigation. One of the issues that was publicized invoived the
disparity between higher excecutives' salaries and workers' salary increases.
Might not an inquiry into the amount allocated to plant maintenance be
reasonable?

I would submit that these very recent indicators at Vermont Yankee argue that a
- higher level of scrutiny be used to assess the "seaworthiness"” of the plant.

Thank you for your time and attention and your further consideration of these

issues.

_ Sin‘cerely, '

ANCa

Robert A. Oeser

Enclosures
cc: Gary Sachs






atching a pipe in a nuclear power plant with
duct tape: we thought it would only happen
on Prairie Home Companion. But this is an
. actual photo of the part of the Vermont Yan-
kee nuclear power plant that houses the stop valve {at
center) that malfunctioned August 30, causing the plant
to surprise its operators by going into a scram. Notice
the pipe at the right, with its duct tape patch. Note, too,
the places where paint is missing and rust is taking
hold. The plant’s owner. Entergy of Mississipi, has ap-
plied to extend the aging plant’s license from its current
expiration date of 2012 to 2032,

For cornment on this picture we contacted David Lo-
chbauny, a former nuclear technician who is row a na-
clear safety expert for the Union of Concerned Scientists
in Washington. Lochbaum said the pipe probably only .
carries nonradioactive drainwater, so a flimsy patch on
it isn't extremely dangerous.

Howaver, Lochbaum added, if you take into account
the patched pipe, the scraped paint, the rust and the
dust, “... the housekeeping here is not what the in-

+ dustry norm is. If you go to most plants, you could eat
off the floor. ...1f this is the way they take care of the
equipment they need to make money, what kind of care”
are they giving the equipment that protects the public?”

On September 6 and 13 the Advocate published this
photo (lower right} of the caoling tower that collapsed at
the plant August 21, a photo evidently taken by the same

unknown photographer who took the one at top right.
Taking these problems together—the crumbling cool-
ing tower, the scram nine days later and the rundown look of the plant components shown in the photo of the
valve—Lochbaum said, “Unless these are two pictures that are totally unlike the rest of the plant, it’s not going
" to make it to 2012, much less 2032. This reactor needs a lot of upgrade.” That, he added, would be expensive.

Perhaps too expensive: maybe that's why Financial Week just reported that Chicago-based Exclon may buy
the five nuclear power plants now owned by Entergy. They are Vermont Yankee; the Piigrim plant in Plymouth;
Indian Point near New York City; the FitzPatrick plant in Oswego, NY., and Palisades in South Haven, Mich.

Meanwhile U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont last week confronted Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Chairman Dale Klein with the photo of the cooling tower collapse and demanding an independenl safety
assessment of the plant before the license extension is approved. “I would hope {local residents| trust the
NRC,” Klein replied. -

Retorted Sanders, “They don't.” . .

However, the widely circulated picture by the anonymous photographer brought an admission Irom Klein
that's rate tor an NRC official. “When you see that visible collapse,” Klein said, “it is a concern, und you would
question the maintenance and safety and so forth.”

The NRC will hold a public hearing on the proposed license extension for Vermont Yankee at the Latchis Theatre
in Brattleboro Thursday, Oct. 11 from 1 to 4 p.m. and from 6:30 to 10:30 pan, At 6 p there will be a rally at Pliny
Park in downtown Brattleboro. In case of rain the rally will be held at the River Garden. For more information contuct
Bob Bady ut 802-254-9098 or go to www.nukebusters.org, .
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