September 30, 2008
Mr. Tom Hardgrove
COGEMA Mining, Inc.
935 Pendell Boulevard
P.O. Box 730
Mills, WY 82644

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF LICENSE AMENDMENT NO. 13, REQUEST TO AMEND NRC
MATERIALS LICENSE SUA-1341 TO CHANGE FROM RESTORATION AND
DECOMMISSIONING STATUS TO OPERATING STATUS, IRIGARAY/
CHRISTENSEN RANCH FACILITIES, AND SURETY UPDATE, COGEMA
MINING, INC. (TAC NOS. J0O0557 & J00558)

Dear Mr. Hardgrove:

By letter to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) dated April 3, 2007, COGEMA
Mining, Inc. (COGEMA), requested an amendment to Materials License SUA-1341 for the
Irigaray/Christensen Ranch facilities to revert from the current restoration and decommissioning
status to an operating (uranium production) status. COGEMA requested that NRC reinstate
conditions that were approved in the previous operating license, with minor changes. The April
3, 2007 request was noticed on March 17, 2008 in the Federal Register with an opportunity to
request a hearing (73 FR 14279). No requests for hearing were submitted. The NRC staff has
completed its review of your request and your request is approved. Enclosed is the safety
evaluation (Enclosure 1), the environmental assessment (EA) (Enclosure 2) supporting our
determination of the amendment request, and Amendment No. 13 to SUA-1341 (Enclosure 3).

The conditions of the license that were added or removed as part of the NRC review were
discussed with you on October 22, 2007. On October, 25, 2007, you responded by suggesting a
few minor changes and clarifications to conditions and indicated that with the changes, you were
satisfied with the language in the license. NRC staff determined that the changes were minor
clarifications and incorporated them into the license. The EA also identified one additional
license condition (LC) change for LC 9.13 that removed references to the Mountain Plover that is
no longer a listed species, and replaced it with an LC related to Sage Grouse. This change to
LC 9.13 language was discussed with you and agreed to via e-mail on July 25, 2008. Two
additional license conditions, 9.3 and 10.16, were modified to align with NRC regulations in 10
CFR 40.42 and 10 CFR 40, Appendix A, Criterion 5B(5), respectively. You agreed to these
changes via e-mail on September 4, 2008.

Along with this amendment, the current surety has also been updated. The current surety is
$9,336,189, which is a decrease of $229,584 over the 2007 amount. The reduction in surety
reflects the completion of the abandonment process for most of the wells at the Irigaray site over
the past year. Additionally, prior to start up of operations, an updated surety will be required that
reflects decommissioning costs based on the operational status of the facility.

In accordance with NRC Inspection Manual MC 2641, pre-operational inspections will be
conducted at least once before start up of facility operations. COGEMA may not resume
operations until the pre-operational inspection is completed.
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Note that the expiration date of the license SUA-1341, Amendment 13, has been changed from
“until terminated” to “until terminated or renewed.” On May 31, 2008, COGEMA submitted a
license application to the NRC for renewal of its license for an additional 10 years, with the
expectation that the return to operating status would be approved as requested in its April 7,
2007 amendment application. The license has now been changed from restoration and
decommissioning status to operating status. Because a license renewal application was filed,
this license is considered to be in timely renewal per 10 CFR 2.109, and the current license,
SUA-1341, Amendment 13, will not be deemed to have expired until the license renewal
application has been finally determined.

If you have any questions, please contact Ron C. Linton, Project Manager, of my staff at (301)
415-7777, or by e-mail at ron.linton@nrc.gov.

In accordance with Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 2, “Rules of Practice for
Domestic Licensing Proceedings and Issuance of Orders,” and Subpart 2.390, “Public
inspections, exemptions, requests for withholding,” a copy of this letter will be available
electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the Publicly
Available Records component of NRC’s Agencywide Documents Access and Management
System (ADAMS). ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-
rm/adams.html.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Keith I. McConnell, Deputy Director
Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery
Licensing Directorate
Division of Waste Management
and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs
Docket No.: 040-08502
License No.: SUA-1341

Enclosures:

1. Safety Evaluation Report

2. Environmental Assessment
3. License Amendment No. 13

cc: G. Mooney (WYDEQ)
T. Bills (BLM)
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Note that the expiration date of the license SUA-1341, Amendment 13, has been changed from “until
terminated” to “until terminated or renewed.” On May 31, 2008, COGEMA submitted a license renewal
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return to operating status would be approved as requested in its April 7, 2007 amendment application.
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If you have any questions, please contact Ron C. Linton, Project Manager, of my staff at (301) 415-7777,
or by e-mail at ron.linton@nrc.gov.

In accordance with Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 2, “Rules of Practice for Domestic
Licensing Proceedings and Issuance of Orders,” and Subpart 2.390, “Public inspections, exemptions,
requests for withholding,” a copy of this letter will be available electronically for public inspection in the
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Sincerely,

/IRAJ
Keith I. McConnell, Deputy Director
Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery
Licensing Directorate
Division of Waste Management
and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs
Docket No.: 040-08502
License No.: SUA-1341

Enclosures:

1. Safety Evaluation Report

2. Environmental Assessment
3. License Amendment No. 13

cc: G. Mooney (WYDEQ)
T. Bills (BLM)

(Closes TACS J00557 & J00558)

DISTRIBUTION:

DOrlando MMoriarty MMoore/CFO JWhitten/RIV
ML072840550

Office DWMEP DWMEP DWMEP OGC DWMEP

Name RLinton BGarrett BvonTill JHuUll-NLO KMcConnell

Date 08/6 /08 08/7 /08 8/29/08 9/4/08 09/30/08

OFFICIAL RECORD COPY




Enclosure 2

Environmental Assessment Regarding the License Amendment
Request to Return to Operating Status from Decommissioning
Status, Cogema Mining, Inc. Irigaray and Christensen Ranch

Projects Wyoming

ML082110026
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