
BTP 7-12
Guidance on Establishing and 

Maintaining Instrument Setpoints



Agenda

Scope Expansion of BTP 7-12

Implementation Issues

Technical Issues

Recommendations for Resolution



Scope Expansion of BTP 7-12 

Exceeds 10 CFR 50.36 scope of LSSS that 

protect TS safety limits by including:

– LSSS that do not protect safety limits

– Other safety setpoints

– TS limits

– Procedural setpoints

– Non-safety setpoints



Implementation Issues

Too Prescriptive
– There are many acceptable methods for establishing 

setpoints and performance criteria

– Does not acknowledge approved methods and licensing 
bases

Not consistent with current industry initiatives (e.g., 
ANSI/ISA-67.04.01-2006)

Exceeds requirements for current plants

Treats guidance in generic correspondence as 
regulatory policy (e.g., RIS 2006-017)



Implementation Issues (continued)

Requires excessive level-of-detail of 

docketed information

Introduces new definitions that differ from 

industry consensus (e.g., ANSI/ISA-

67.04.01-2006)

Statistical tolerance limits exceed industry 

consensus



Technical Issues

Background information is not consistent 

with the NSSS protection system design 

basis

Terminology

– as-found & as-left tolerance bands (too 

prescriptive)

– deviation limit (long-standing disagreement)



Technical Issues (continued)

Statistics

– 95/95 vs. 95/high-confidence

Scope

– safety vs. non-safety

Refer to NEI 7/5/07 letter



Proposed Resolution

Revise BTP 7-12 to be consistent with:

– ANSI/ISA-67.04.01-2006 (safety-related setpoints)

– ISA-TR67.04.09-2005 (graded approach)

– TSTF-493 Revision 2 (clarification of setpoint 

methodology for current plants)

Treat setpoint program requirements for new 

plants consistent with current plant programs
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