
From:  James Andersen 
To:  Dave Lochbaum 
Date:  10/09/2007 11:02:30 AM 
Subject: Re:  Obstacles to meaningful public participation 
 
Dave, 
 
Thanks for attending the monthly Reactor Oversight Process public meeting on 
September 19, 2007. Your comments on the meeting notice we posted on the NRC 
website were appropriate, and we have taken action to increase the detail of future 
meeting notices. We have recently posted the meeting notice for the October 18, 2007, 
and hopefully you will see some improvement. There is still the possibility of some 
changes to the agenda based on late emerging topics and personnel availability, but 
hopefully it will be minimal. 
 
Regarding your second comment on the proper category for the meeting, we've decided 
to keep it as a Category 2 meeting. Since the monthly meetings are intended to be 
between the industry ROP working group and the NRC staff, Category 2 is appropriate. 
We have modified the agenda to specifically call out two times during the meeting, and 
at the end of the meeting, which we will address public comments. You can see these 
changes as well on the October 18, 2007, meeting notice. 
 
Thanks again for your comments and hopefully the changes we've made make it easier 
for the public to participate. 
 
Jim Andersen, Branch Chief 
NRC/NRR/DIRS 
301-415-3565 
 
 
>>> "Dave Lochbaum" <dlochbaum@ucsusa.org> 09/20/2007 10:37 AM >>> 
Hello Jim: 
 
Attached is an electronic copy of a letter to you about the logistics of the monthly ROP 
public meetings. I don't intend to mail a hard copy, unless you request one. 
 
Yesterday's meeting was helpful to me, but as I detail in the letter, the way these 
meetings are conducted makes it hard for members of the public to participate. There 
are two obstacles identified in my letter that could be easily removed to make public 
participation in future meetings more likely and more meaningful. It's our hope that  both 
obstacles will be removed before the October 18th public meeting. 
 
Thanks, 
Dave Lochbaum 
UCS 
(202) 331-5430 
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