
October 1, 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Bert Yates 
Westinghouse Owners Group 
Technical Specifications Task Force 
11921 Rockville Pike, Suite 100 
Rockville, MD  20852 
 
Dear Mr. Yates: 
 
On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your 
August 31, 2007, letter requesting a fee waiver under 10 CFR 170.11(a)(1)(iii) for all fees 
associated with NRC’s review of the Traveler, TSTF-500, Revision 0, DC Electrical 
Rewrite-Update to TSTF-360.  I am denying your request for a fee waiver for the reason 
explained below. 
 
A Traveler is used by the Technical Specifications Task Force (TSTF) to apply for changes to 
the Improved Standardized Technical Specification (ISTS).  Technical specifications set forth the 
specific characteristics of the facility and the conditions for its operation that are required to 
provide adequate protection to the health and safety of the public.  The NRC acknowledges the 
industry contribution to improving the standard technical specifications.  This is why the 
pre-cursor to the TSTF-500 Traveler, TSTF-360, was reviewed on a fee exempt basis in 2001.  
On January 10, 2003, William Beckner, of NRC,  sent a letter (ADAMS Accession Number 
ML030100090) to Tony Pietrangelo, of NEI, which clearly stated that the costs for NRC’s review 
work for a TSTF will be billed to the requesting organization, unless the NRC determines that the 
submission meets the criteria in 10 CFR 170.11(a)(1) for a fee exemption.  This fee exemption 
policy was established through public notice and comment rulemakings, and the NRC continues 
to believe it is fair and appropriate to apply this policy on a case-by-case basis to Travelers, as it 
does with topical reports and all other submittals. 
 
The regulation 10 CFR 170.11(a)(1)(iii) applies only when the report has been submitted 
specifically for the purpose of supporting NRC’s development of generic guidance and 
regulations and NRC, at the time the document is submitted, plans to use it as such.  Your letter 
states that the purpose of TSTF-500 is to supersede TSTF 360 and to provide guidance to 
licensees wishing to pursue a license amendment.  The NRC regulation, 
10 CFR 170.11(a)(1)(iii)(C) is quite clear that fees will not be waived for reports that are not 
submitted specifically for the purpose of supporting the NRC’s generic regulatory improvements 
because the primary beneficiary of the NRC’s review is the requesting organization.  Since this 
Traveler will not support NRC’s generic guidance and will primarily benefit your organization’s 
members, I am denying your request for a fee waiver. 
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If you have any technical questions regarding this matter, please contact Mr. Tim Kobetz at 
301-415-1932.  For any fee waiver related questions, please contact Ms. Renu Suri, of my staff, 
at 301-415-0161. 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
       /RA/ 
 

William M. McCabe 
Chief Financial Officer   

 
cc: John Messina (BWR Owners= Group) 

David Bice (CE Owners Group) 
Reene’ Gambrell (B&W Owners Group) 
Donald Hoffman, EXCEL 
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