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Subject: Intermediate Milestone (1M)-Summary of Technical Assistance in Evaluating 
Non-High-Level Waste Determinations for the U.S. Department of Energy Facilities in 
South Carolina and Idaho, Reactive Tasks 1-5 Activities for April-September of Fiscal 
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Dear Mr. Fuller: 

This letter transmits summary information documenting the completion of the subject deliverables. The 
fiscal year 2007 draft operations plan was finalized, including the incorporation of the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff comments. The fiscal year 2008 draft operations plan is expected 
to be developed during this reporting period. The task-specific activities conducted during this period 
are summarized below for each of the five reactive tasks funded within this project. 

Review Non-High-Level Waste Determinations for Savannah River Site (Task 1) 

The non-high-level waste determinations for Tanks 18 and 19 at the Savannah River Site remained on 
hold pending final U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) decisions on technology selection, schedules, and 
scope for a newly developed tank cleaning methodology. The associated updated performance 
assessment and waste determination are also on hold. 

Monitor Disposal Actions at Savannah River Site (Task 2) 

Disposal actions at the Saltstone Facility remained on hold due to delays in the permitting process with 
the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control. The Center for Nuclear Waste 
Regulatory Analyses (CNWRA) staff worked with the NRC technical project manager to develop input 
to the vault construction, grout formulation, and placement sections of the draft Saltstone Facility 
Monitoring Plan. Staff completed technical editing and format review of the entire revised 
monitoring report. 
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Review Non-High-Level Waste Determinations for Idaho National Laboratory (Task 3) 

With the completion of the Tank Farm Facility Waste Determination, no additional waste determinations 
were provided by DOE. All required work related to the waste determinations for the Idaho National 
Laboratory for this period has been conducted under the following Task 4 as monitoring of 
disposal actions. 

Monitor Disposal Actions at Idaho National Laboratory (Task 4) 

The CNWRA staff worked with the NRC technical project manager to develop the sections on grout 
formulation and performance for the draft Idaho Nuclear Technology and Engineering Center Tank 
Farm Facility monitoring plan. Staff technically edited and completed format reviews for the entire 
revised document. Staff provided input to the draft Onsite Observation Guidance document in 
preparation for two onsite observation activities for waste disposal actions that were conducted in April 
and August of this reporting period. Staff served as part of the onsite observation team reviewing DOE 
grouting procedures and provided input to the Onsite Observation Reports. 

Support Generic Issues and Guidance on Implementing the NRC National Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA) Responsibilities (Task 5) 

Staff participated in follow-on meetings where NRC and CNWRA staffs addressed generic issues with 
DOE associated with the performance assessment for the Savannah River Site Area F Tank Farm 
Facility. Issues encompassed model support, receptor location, point of compliance, and dose 
coefficients to be used in the performance assessment dose calculation. Staff also completed technical 
editing and format review of the entire revised waste determination staff review guidance document 
(NUREG-I 854). 

Summary 

While executing planned work for the reactive tasking associated with this project has been 
challenging, CNWRA has demonstrated flexibility in adapting to the various NRC-requested tasks and, 
as documented in this letter report, has provided a variety of high quality and efficient technical 
assistance to NRC during this reporting period. Schedules and the level of effort have been less than 
anticipated because of delays in DOE schedules, particularly with regard to activities at the Savannah 
River Site(Tasks 1 and 2). 
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Additional details on the activities discussed in this letter can be provided at your request. Please 
contact me at 210.522.21 39 (dturner@swri.org) or Mr. Lane Howard, the principal investigator, at 
21 0.522.4881 (Ihoward@swri.org) if there are questions regarding the information discussed in 
this letter. 

I 
David Turner 
Assistant Director 
Non-Repository Programs 
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