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BEFORE THE _
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSIOU
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Inothe Matter of )

)
Rockwell International Corporation )

) Docket HNumber 70--25
Serita Susana Field Laboratory )

)
Mater.als L:cense SMM-I1 )

)

PETITION FOR SUSPENSION OF LICENMSE
pursuant to 10 C.-.R. §2.206, Petitioners hereby reguest suspension af
Mater:als License StM-21, held by Rockwell International Corpcratidn
(Licersee), authorizing pussession of nuclear materials at the Santa Susana
Field Laboratory in Santa Susana, California. FBI findings of extensive
criminal violations by Rockwell, as well as the recorcd of env,ronmental
neglect. at Santa Susana, call into serious question tre Licensee's {itness
to hardle nuclear materials. ' ﬁ:} ;
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Statement of Interest

The Petitioners represent the safety and security concerns of their
espect ive memberships.

The Committee to Eridge the Gap is a Los Angeles-tased public interes

research or@anizatioé concerrned with nuclear safety. CBG successfuily

.51nqg of the UCLA research reactor, which was

s
3

intervened to oppose rel]
mermanently shut down 1n 1984.
Los Anceles Physicians for Social Respensibility is an organization of

phvs:icians and others concernad with nuclear policy and related issues.

vy e

ne memperships of both Petitioners' organizations include individuals

residing in the vicinity of the Santa 5Susana Field Laboratory where the

licenscdl perac:ons in guestion are performed., The health and safety of

O

theoe individuals, among others, could be directly affected by the type of

e-cal activities of . which the Licensee 1s suspected.

sreecification of Basis for Petition

Petitioners are recguesting that the Licensee's cuthority to possess

License ShNM-11, te immediately suspended. The primary bases for :ihis

are the al.ledations ¢f criminal behavinr made against the Licenses

oy the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) concerning its operat:ons at
the Pocky Flats Plant, locared outside of Denver, Coloradc. Rocky Flat:,
which is owned by_:ne United States Government, is operated by the Southern
California-based Rockwell International Corp., the Licensee. Additiorallv,
Rock<ell has an exceptionally poor environmental record at its Santa Sucanda

-
site.

1. License SNM-21 exgpirecd on June 30, 1969, but nevertheless repaing o
effect while the Licensee's spplication for renewal 15 processeg=e0 the ymc.

ruclear materials at the Santa Susana Field Laboratory, granted in Materials



™e allegations mads bv the FBI are sufficiently serious to call into
cuestion Rockweli's ability to safely handle nuclear materiale and tie
ability of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to effectively regulate

LRI}

Hockwell's activities, as discussed below.

r
—

The FBI's finding cf “probable cause" that Rockwell committed criminal
viciat:ons is contained :n an "Apolication and Affidavit for Search Warrant®
sucmitted to the inited | ates District Court in Colorado and unsealed June
9, 1489, (7he "2priicaticn and A€fidavit® is appended to this Peti;ionJ
The Apciication for a Search wirrant was cranted by the Court and some 70

s subzsesuently descencded on Rocky Flats to seice Rockwell and

Deoparnment of Energy records.  The investigation of the allegations is st 1l

THe PRI oasserts generall that Rockwell concealed contaminat!loun,
Cischareed rolilutants without a permit, and i1llegally treated, stored, nd

crsposed of hazardous and radicactive waste.  Thus:

--The F2] cites an Interrnal DOE memo;andum from July 1986 that
es that some of the wast - facilities at Rocky ©.ats were
"patentliy iliecal.® (F81 Afficavit, page 1ll).

e FBI r:inds that "there (s probable cauée “» be-lieve that

Pockwell and DOZ officials have knowinaly and feigely @ tated rOCKy

e
b
-

Filars' compliance with ervironmental laws and regulations, anc
concealed Rocky Flats! 'serious contamination'.® (PRI Affidavit.
pace 14, emphasis acdded).

-~The FBI crtes OIZ findings. "that Rockwell had sianificant problens

in ¢ontrolling radicactive contamination at the plant and trat

Rel

ockwell provided DOE with erroneous and incomplete reports on

environmental, health and safety matters.” (FBI Affidavit, rage




15, emphasis added).

--The FBI finds that “thtere is probable cause to believe that
environmental and other crimes have been committed at Rocky Flats®
(FBI Affidavit, page 16).

—The FBI indicates that several violations by Rockwell and the DOE
of the Cnlorado Hazardous Waste Act are also *apparent criminal
vislations™ of federal statutes (¥BI Affidavit, pp. 57-62).

--The FBI finds that °There i1s probable cause to believe that
nazardous and mixed wastes have neen illegally treated, stored and
disposed of at Rocky Flats® (FBI Affidavit, page 65).

-—ihe FUI finds that "false statements ancé concealment of mater:a)l
facts have occurred, in violatiorn of”" fgdezal stafutos (83

Af

Lo

idav.:, page 65).

--after concducting airpliane overflights with infrored and
photog:dphié surveillance equipment, the FBI found that contrary
~0 public statements Dy responsible Rockwell officials, an

incinerator w*s5 being operated, "and that material false

statements were therefore made, or meterial facts concealed” in

violation of federal statutes. (FBI Affidavit, pp. 82-f4, empha«is
added ).

--The FBI 1ndicates tha! contrary .¢ public statements, groundwater
mon:toring and protection was inadeguate ana in viclatica of

federal statutes. (78I affidavit, pp. 101-116).

While the extraordinary findings of this criminal investigation are by
themselves sufficient cause to immediately suspend Rockwell's authority to
possess nuclear materials, 1t may be noted that a similar pattern of

environmental neglect and public decention is also evident at the Santa
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Susana site. To cite just a ftew examples:2

--A «Department of Energy (DOE) survey found that “There are
approximately 10 areas {at the Santa Susana lah) where hazardous
and,/cr radiocactive substances... have or may have been disposed
¢f, spiiled or released. These constitute ar'. 'al and potential
saourcen al o sorl and'or ground water contamination. The full
naturo and extent of contamination is not known.*>

--p0E cnd:cated that during the 1960s and 1970s, ‘Unauthorized

radioactively contaminated eauipment was buried in trenches and

scatiored on o the surface fof Rockweli's "sodium Lurn prti...
Serlnowatian the burn pit area of the facility are contaminated
w1l chlorinated organics, heavy metals and Jow levels o
Tavirtactivity, principally cesium—137.'4

--Tosos for radioactive contamination conducted by RoCkwoil

crf.viais were criticized by DOE for beina "biased to avoid

samniing contaminated areas, a method which thereby systematically

«5

underestimated contamination at the burn pit.

—-accurding to DRE, kockwell workers occasionally woed firea:ms to

2. For :nfurmation on pre-1980 incidents at Santa Susana, see ast
hcc:cdents and Areas of Possible Present Concern Regarding Atom.cs
International,” Committee to Bridge the Gap, January 18, 1980.

Cn more recent revelations, see Mark Barnhill, Tony Knight and Beth
Barrett, “Rockwell Site Contaminated: Radiation Taints Santa Susana Lab's
So1i, Water,” Los Angeles Daily News, May i4, 1989, p.l1 and subsequent
articles 1n that newspaper by the same reporters.

3. Marwk Barrnhill, "Report Craticizes Rockwell: Survey Finds More Than 12
Contaminated Sites at Nuclear Facility,® Los Angeles Dai.y News, May 17,
1989, pace 1.

4. Tony Knigh

t, "Agencies Unaware of Toxic Pit,* Los Anoeles Daily News,
May zZ2, 1989, pp. |

, 18.

5. Mark 3arnhill, "Report Criticizes Rockwell,® op. Cit., emphas:s added.



open containers of volatile chemicals for disposal.6

--Federal and state agencies responsible for toxic wéste cleanup
were not told of a hazardous waste dump (the sodium burn pit) at
the Santa Sumana Ficld Labcratory. Company records indicate that
radicactive, toxic solvent and toxic metal contamination were
found in the soil, chemicai contamination was found in the ground

water, ar? tntential radicactive contamination of the ground water

Rockwe i ciarma® that

s the policy of the [Rockwell Internationall corporaticn to
Ivowsih il the requirements of law, to operate the facilities
a .ai~ and efficient manner and within the -~quirements of all
Picense oondilions under which the nctivities ar » author:zed.
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‘et a swern affidavit, the Federal Pureau of investigation indicates
trat the opposite s closer 1o the truth.

Pockwel:, the FBI asser:s, has committed numerous and rapeated
violations:affcde:alstatu:ea Overall, the Licenses has demonstrated a
mattern of reckiess disrecard for environmental protection at both its Rock:y
Flavs and its Senta Susana facilisies.

What s perhaps most disturbing is the concealment of evidence, the

misieading of the peblic and of the responsible requlatory agoncies, and the

commission Y material fal.~ statomenta.

7. Tony Knight, "Agencies Unaware of Toxic Pit,*® op. cit.

8. ESG-82-23, Health und Safety sections for Renewal Applicaticon of the
Special Nucluar Materials License QiM-21, Docket 70-25, Issued to Rocket dyne
Division of Rockwell International, rev. May 19, 1989, page 1.2-1.



When the Nuclear Regulatory Commission awards a license to handle
nuclear materials, it necessarily presumes that the licensee will operate in
go~d faith, that it will reliably and honestly monitor its own environmental
practices, trat it will record its emission and disposal practices
accu: ately, and that it will rot deliberately alter or conceal its records.
These minimal standards are the foundation of the regulatory process, which
cannot nroceed 1f they are violated.

Yet according to Federal law enforcement officials, the Licensee has
violafed them and produced significant damage to the environment.
Corsequently, 1ts authority to possess nuclear materials should be

suspended.

Conclusion

The ¥BI1 has assembled abundant evidence calling into question the
integrity of the Licensee and has specifically allejed that Rockwell
International Corporation committed criminal violations in its handling of
nuclear and toxic materials. Given these extracrcinary findings, we believe
that the NRC must act immed.glely to protect the public health and safet
and must sucpernd Rockwell International Corporation License SNM~21 until

such time as the Licensee is cleared of all allegations of criminal

behavior.

Respectfully submitted,
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Steven Aftergood b/ Richard Saxon
Executive Director Presicent
Committee to Pridge the Gap Los A.ageles physicians for

Social Responsibility




