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Tennessee Valley Authority
L/ATTN: Mr. S. A. White
Manager of Nuclear Power
6N 38A Lookout Place
1101 Market Street
Chattanooga, TN 37402-2801

Gentlemen:
SUBJECT: REPORT NO. 50-390/86-17

Thank you for your responses of March 11, 1987, to our Notice of Violation
jssued on February 5, 1987, concerning activities conducted at your Watts Bar
Nuclear facility under NRC Construction Permit No. CPPR-91. We have evaluated
your responses and found that they meet the requirements of 10 CFR 2.201.

After reviewing your letter, we agree with your conclusion that Item No. A
of the February 5, 1987, Notice of Violation did not constitute a violation.
This information was not available to our {nspector during the inspection.
Accordingly, we will adjust our records to reflect that no violation of
regulatory requirements occurred with respect to Item No. A.

With regards to Item B in the Notice of Violation, your response denies the
violation while admitting that TVA's acceptance of the rejectable welds was in
error. The response also states that TVA had identified this error, reported
it to the NRC under 10 CFR 50.55(e) and, initiated corrective action when the
violatfon was issued on February 5, 1987. The three rejectable welds in
question were identified by EG&G while reviewing radiographs from a statistical
sample of 84 welds as part of TVA's overall Weld Evaluation Program.

This response is considered to be unsatisfactory in that during July and
August 1986, the NRC conducted a special inspection of the aforementioned weld
evaluation program, being performed by EG&G. During the August 1986 segment
of the inspection, the inspectors reviewed a sample of weld radiographs for
various attributes including weld quality. It was at this time that the NRC
staff ascertained that three of the selected weld joints, originally accepted
by TVA, contained code rejectable indications. As stated in NRC Report
50-390/86-17, the NRC staff officially determined on August 27, 1986, that TVA
had violated applicable Code and Regulatory requirements by accepting safety-
related welds with code rejectable indications, e.g., lack of fusion. These
welds had been originally examined and accepted by a qualified TVA, Level I1
examiner. Therefore, the basis for {ssuing this violation was that safety-
related welds with lack of fusion, a code recognized defect, had been deemed
acceptable by TVA. While the staff recognizes that the report was jssued on
February 5, 1987, it must be noted that the determination was communicated to
TVA during the exit interview which was held at the Watts Bar Nuclear Plant
site on August 29, 1986.
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Additionally, your response states that TVA submitted a 10 CFR 50.55(e) report
on these welds, to the NRC on November 26, 1986; which describes TVA's planned
actions to assure the integrity of previously accepted safety-related welds and,
the measures implemented to assure the integrity of welds fabricated by TVA in
the future. At this point, the NRC staff regards the above as corrective actions
taken to preclude the recurrence of similar violations rather than the basis for
determining whether this violation was warranted. For the above reasons, the
NRC staff concludes that the violation occurred as stated.

Finally, your corrective action associated with Items B and C will be reviewed
during future inspections.

Your cooperation with us is appreciated.

Sincerely,

|

Stewart D. Ebneter, Director
Division of TVA Projects
Office of Special Projects

cC: HETAToto, Site Director

Watts Bar Nuclear Plant

37 A. Kirkebo, Acting Director,
Nuclear Engineering

LR. L. Gridley, Director
Nuclear Safety and Licensing

(37 A. McDonald, Site Licensing
Manager
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