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John Hickman - Trying to reach John B Hickman

From: "Jon Block" <jonb@sover.net>
To: <jbh@nrc.gov>
Date: 11/20/2003 4:15:35 PM
Subject: Trying to reach John B Hickman

Please let me know if this address reached John B I-Eckman, Project Manager, Yankee Rowe,

NRC NMSS.

The attached report should be forwarded to him.

It is by an independent hydrogeologist assessing the current status of Yankee Rowe's hydrogeological assays
and methodology under the new LTP.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jonathan M. Block
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12 November 2003

Mr. Jon Block
Attorney at Law
PO Box 566
Putney, VT 05346-0566

RE: Yankee Row

Dear Mr. Block:

I have reviewed the following documents regarding the Yankee Nuclear Power Station in Rowe,
Massachusetts:

> Site Groundwater Data Collection for YNPS Decommissioning (DESD-YR-02-001) Rev. 1
> Yankee Atomic Energy Commission (YAEC) - Decommissioning and Fuel Storage Update

- 5/01/03 - 7/16/03.
> Yankee Atomic Energy Commission- Decommissioning and Fuel Storage Update - 7/16/03

- 9/30/03

Based on my review of these documents, I believe the methodology used by YAEC to evaluate the
hydrogeologic and subsurface soil contaminant conditions at the site were inadequate to assure the
protection of public heath and safety. A summary of significant deficiencies are included below:

1. Available information indicates that inconsistent sampling methodologies were used during
groundwater sampling completed at the facility to date. Comparison of ground water quality
data from sampling events where different sampling procedures are used is highly suspect.
A consistent sampling methodology should be employed and a more frequent sampling
schedule should be implemented to evaluate possible seasonal fluctuations in ground water
quality.

2. The evaluation of ground water quality data should be correlated with ground water
elevation data for corresponding sampling events to assess the possible relationship between
contaminant trends and fluctuating ground water elevations. In many instances,
contaminant concentrations vary seasonally due to fluctuating ground water elevations.

3. The horizontal and vertical extent of subsurface contamination has not been adequately
characterized. Additional work should be completed to characterized possible impacts
within and downgradient of the suspected release areas.

4. The hydrogeologic assessment of the Yankee Rowe facility does not include an evaluation of
the vertical hydraulic flow regime. The report identifies three potential water-bearing units
(fill outwash, glacial till and bedrock units); however, the current site characterization does
not adequately assess the potential hydraulic connection between these units.
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5. The hydrogeologic assessment of the Yankee Rowe facility does it adequately assess possible
contaminant distribution in deeper portions of the underlying ground water formation.
There is limited data regarding possible impacts to the underlying glacial till and bedrock
units; a majority of the data collected to date is related to the shallow overburden formation
(fill outwash and upper till units).

6. The vertical extent of subsurface soil contamination beneath facility structures does not
appear to have been completely characterized.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the above comments, please call.

Sincerely,

Ross Environmental Associates, Inc.

Robert J. Ross, CGWP, LPG
Principal Hydrogeologist

Rjr/ref: 23060L01


