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NRC Roles and Responsibilities

> Consulting on waste determinations

o Independent, rigorous, technical review for
consultation

o« Document in Technical Evaluation Report (TER)

> Monitoring certain DOE disposal actions
» Coordination with State Agencies

» For compliance with Performance Objectives in 10
CFR Part 61

> Ensuring openness and transparency. intfNRC
decision making




Enhanced Consultation Process

> Based on:

o lLessons learned
Areas that were successful
Areas for improvement

o Efficiency improvements

> Process:
o Maintains DOE’s decision making authority.

o Preserves the opportunity for NRC to conduct
rigorous, iIndependent, technical review




Implementation: Enhanced

Consultation Process
> Early interactions

> Early resolution of:
o« SRS topics

Conceptual discussion of input parameters for PA

o Generic technical issues
For more than one waste determination

> Should result in:
o Fewer RAIs
o Increased efficiency
o Improved timeline




Progress: Enhanced Consultation
Process

> Early in implementation

> Process seems to be working

> NRC continues with independent and
rigerous technical review: for consultation




Stafff Guidance Document
(formerly SRP)

> Purpose:
o Provide guidance to NRC staff
o Ensure consistency among reviews

> Basis:
o Existing NRC guidance
o Staff experience with waste determination consultations

> Draft SRP was published on May 31, 2006 and was
open for public comment until July 31, 2006

> Revised Drait - scheduled to be issued in August




Public Participation

Multiple public meetings during NRC
reviews

NRC documents are publicly available
Dedicated Website under development

Reqguests for agency-to-agency
meetings evaluated per NRC criteria




Background




Generic Technical Issues

> Point of compliance location
> Cumulative impacts
> Concentration averaging

> Basis/criteria for terminating waste
removal activities

> Model support
> Sensitivity and uncertainty analyses

> Estimating waste inventory and waste
tank characterization

> Long —term grout performance
> Long-term engineered cap performance




NDAA Waste Determination Criteria

(1) The waste does not require disposal in a
deep geologic repository

(2) The waste has had highly radioactive
radionuclides removed to the maximum extent
practical

(3A) It the waste is Class C or less, its disposal
must meet the performance objectives in 10/ CFR
61 Subpart C

(3B) Ifi the waste exceeds Class C, its disposal
must meet 10 CER 61 Subpart C and DOE must
consult withf NRC on development of Its dispesal
plans




Performance Objectives

> Protection of the general population from
releases of radioactivity.

> Protection of individuals from inadvertent
Intrusion

> Protection of individuals during operations

> Stability of the disposal site after closure
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