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MA2 ••KAWECKI BERYLCO INDUSTRIES, INC.M4Y20 9o.
U.S. ATOMIC FN-Np P.O0. Box 60, Boyertown, Pennsylvania 19512

R."', i-Telephone: 215 / 367-2181

May 7, 1970

Mr. Don Harmon Re: SMB-920
Division of Materials Licensing Docket #40-6940
U.S. Atomic Energy Commission
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Harmon: File

It has become necessary for us to utilize some of the specialized
facilities and equipment at our plant in Revere, Pa., for the
development of suitable techniques for the extraction of columbium
from ore concentrates. These concentrates can contain up to 2.0%
natural thorium and 1.5%.natural uranium. Although our license
SMB-920 permits storage- of these materials at this plant, we hereby
request appropriate amendment of this license to permit experimental
processing of ore concentrates containing up to 2% natural thorium
and/or uranium asunwanted impurities.

We plan to process experimental batches of ore concentrates by
the thermite method. We expect the source materials to concen-
trate in the waste slag. The slag will be retained on site pending
analyses and decision as to final disposal in accordance with AEC
and state regulations.

Appropriate health physics measures will be taken to evaluate and
control radiological risks. Air samples will be taken wherever
airborn contamination may be a problem. Smear samples as well as
direct alpha measurements will be made to evaluate surface contam-
ination. The radiological safety procedures will be identical to
those described in our correspondence dated December 10, 1969.

A report will be prepared summarizing the results of our health
physics study of these experimental processes. This report will
contain any recommendations necessary to the effective control of
source materials. A copy of this report will be submitted to you
for review and comment.

Your cooperation and assistance in authorizing the necessary amend-
ments of our source materials license will be appreciated. Please
do not hesitate to contact us or our consultant health physicist,
R. G. Gallaghar if any additional information is required.

Sincerely,

SDOCKETED KAWECKI BERYLCO INDUSTRIES, INC.

REGULATOR -GeorgV J. ,essle
MAIL SECTION Technical Manager
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