UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REACTOR SAFEGUARDS
WASHINGTON, DC 20555 - 0001

July 5, 2007

MEMORANDUM TO: Dana A. Powers, Chairman
Safety Research Program

FROM: H. P. Nourbakhsh, Senior Staff Engineer /RA/

SUBJECT: ANALYSIS OF EDO RESPONSE TO ACRS REPORT ON
‘DEVELOPMENT OF AN INTEGRATED LONG-TERM REGULATORY
RESEARCH PLAN”

Attached for your perusal is a copy of the EDO’s June 13, 2007 letter of response to the
Committee May 16, 2007 report to the Commission concerning development of an integrated
long-term regulatory research plan. A Copy of the Committee’s May 16, 2007 report to the
Commission is also attached.

Committee Letter

In its report to the Commission, the Committee summarized its observations and comments on
the status of staff’s efforts associated with the development of an integrated long-term
regulatory research plan. The Committee noted that the focus of the work proposed by the
staff differs from that emphasized for long-term research in the Committee’s recent biennial
reports on review and evaluation of the NRC safety research program. The Committee also
noted that what the staff proposes include some work directed toward the modernization and
core expertise stressed in the Committee’s reports. The Committee further noted that the
development of this long-term research plan is a considerable departure from the staff’s focus
in recent years on immediate regulatory needs.

The Committee commented on several of the specific long-term research activities identified by
the staff. The Committee noted that it will comment in a separate forum on the broader scope
of long-term research the agency needs to consider.

EDO Response

The EDO’s response also touched on the Committee’s report of May 16, 2007, providing the
Committee’s views on the draft Fiscal Year (FY) 2009 Long-Term Regulatory Research Plan.
Following are the staff’'s responses to the Committee’s comments:

. As the staff moves in this endeavor, the staff will benefit from comments conveyed in
the Committee’s report as well as the feedback received during the briefings of the
Safety Research Program Subcommittee on May 2, 2007, and the full Committee on
May 3, 2007.



. The staff intends to incorporate ACRS’s feedback, as appropriate, in both the final
version of the FY 2009 report as well as the planned FY 2010 report. In particular, the
staff will benefit from the Committee’s thoughts on the scope and organization for the
report.

. ACRS’s feedback regarding specific research topics will be valuable as staff begins to
more clearly define the scope and plans for individual activities.

The EDO response also noted that the staff looks forward to the ACRS view on long-term
research needs to be articulated as the agency considers its future research needs.

Analysis

The RES’s response is satisfactory. The Committee will be afforded opportunities to discuss
the long-term research plan as the plan is finalized.

Attachments: As Stated

cc w/o attach (via E-mail):
ACRS Members
F. Gillespie
J. Flack
C. Santos
S. Duaiswamy
ACRS Technical Staff
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