
July 23, 2007

MEMORANDUM TO:  Eric Benner, Branch Chief
 Environmental Branch A
 Division of License Renewal
 Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

FROM:  Dennis Logan, Aquatic Biologist /RA/
 Environmental Branch A
 Division of License Renewal
 Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

SUBJECT:  SUMMARY OF TRIP TO DIABLO CANYON GENERATING STATION,     
SAN ONOFRE NUCLEAR GENERATING STATION, NATIONAL              
MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE SOUTHWEST FISHERIES      

                                    LABORATORY, JUNE 25-29, 2007

The purpose of this trip was to fulfill the last of the Terms and Conditions of the Biological
Opinion issued by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) under the Endangered
Species Act, Section 7 for federally listed sea turtles taken at Diablo Canyon and San Onofre
Nuclear Generating Stations (SONGS).  NMFS entered into consultation with the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) under Section 7 in July 2005 and issued the biological opinion in
September 2006 for federally listed green (Chelonia mydas), leatherback (Dermochelys
coriacea), loggerhead (Caretta caretta), and olive ridley sea turtles (Lepidochelys olivacea)
taken by the two nuclear power plants.  By summer 2007, all eight of the Terms and Conditions
of the opinion had been fulfilled but one: that relevant plant personnel should attend a training
session conducted by NMFS that will cover requirements for reporting incidents to both NMFS
and NRC, safe handling and release requirements, resuscitation methods, and other relevant
information.  In this trip, three NRC biologists, Harriet Nash, Elizabeth Wexler, and Dennis
Logan, participated in the training session.  In addition, the biologists observed the cooling
water intake systems and facilities for mitigating the impingement and trapping of both listed
and nonlisted aquatic species at the two plants and for complying with the other Terms and
Conditions of the NMFS opinion.

On Tuesday, June 26, 2007, NRC staff visited Diablo Canyon and observed the cooling water
system and facilities for handling impinged and trapped organisms.  On June 29, NRC staff
observed the cooling water system and impingement/trapping facilities at SONGS.  On June 28,
NRC staff attended the training session conducted by Christina Fahy and Robin LeRoux of
NMFS at the Southwest Fisheries Science Center in La Jolla, CA.  The training session was
attended by personnel from both power plants and other personnel from NMFS involved in sea
turtle biology.  The training session fulfilled one of the Terms and Conditions of the Biological
Opinion.
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