
From: Sandra Gabriel
To: jrottkamp@che-east.org
Date: Thu, Jul 12, 2007  4:33 PM
Subject: NRC license amendment request, mail control 140704

Licensee: Saint Francis Medical Center
License No.: 29-00232-08
Docket No.: 03002423
Control No.: 140704

To: Judy Rottkamp, Vice President of Clinical and Professional Services

This is to follow up to our phone conversation this afternoon.  I have been assigned to review
your undated amendment request received in the NRC Region I office on June 21, 2007.  You
requested to authorize Ms. Yie Chen, M.S. as Authorized Medical Physicist (AMP) for your high
dose rate remote afterloader (HDR) unit in Radiation Oncology.

Please send a return e-mail to confirm receipt of this message.

The requirements for authorized medical physicist are stated in 10 CFR 35.51.  For an
individual who is not yet certified by an approved specialty board, it is necessary to meet all of
the requirements of 35.51(b)(1) and (c) and to provide the attestation required in 35.51(b)(2). 
The submitted information does not clearly demonstrate that Ms. Chen meets all the
requirements of 35.51(b)(1).

The submitted information shows that Ms. Chen holds an M.S. degree in Computer Information
Systems from the University of Phoenix.  The degree requirement of 35.51(b)(1) is for a
graduate-level degree in physics, medical physics, other physical science, engineering, or
mathematics from an accredited university.  It is unclear whether Ms. Chen's degree is in an
acceptable major field of study.

35.51(b)(1) also requires completion of 1 year of full-time training in medical physics and an
additional year of supervised full-time work experience.  The Form 313A(AMP) that you
submitted appears to show approximately 2.5 years of supervised on-the-job work experience. 
It is unclear whether Ms. Chen has had any formal training in medical physics, either prior to or
during her work at your hospital.

Based on the submitted information, it appears that NRC Region I will not be able to approve
your amendment request.  If you wish, you may provide additional information that we will likely
need to submit for further evaluation by NRC Headquarters and our Advisory Committee on the
Medical Use of Isotopes (ACMUI).  The alternative is to withdraw your amendment request. 
Ms. Chen appears to be in the process of becoming certified by the American Board of
Radiology (ABR).  Completion of ABR certification in Therapeutic Radiologic Physics would
qualify Ms. Chen to be HDR AMP, at which time you could resubmit your request.

If you choose to provide additional information for further evaluation, please submit the
following:

     a) Transcripts from Ms. Chen's M.S. degree and from any formal coursework related to
medical physics.

     b) A detailed description of Ms. Chen's 1 year of full-time training in medical physics.  If she
had no formal training such as a medical physics residency, please describe what substituted
for this, such as individual courses, attendance at professional meetings, textbooks read and
reviewed with a supervising physicist, laboratory exercises, etc.    

Please let me know how you wish to proceed.  If you decide to submit additional information,
you may mail this to me at the Region I office or fax it to my attention at 610-337-5269,



referencing mail control 140704.  If we do not receive a response within 30 calendar days from
the date of this e-mail, we will assume that you do not wish to pursue this request.

Thank you for your help.  If you have any questions, you may e-mail me or call at
610-337-5182.  Please note that I will be away from July 16-20 and again from July 26-27.

Sandy Gabriel, Ph.D.
Senior Health Physicist
Medical Branch
NRC Region I
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