
July 11, 2007

Mr. Robin DeLaBarre
U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street, NW
Office of Nuclear Energy Affairs, Room 3318
Bureau of International Security and Nonproliferation
Washington, D.C.  20520

Dear Mr. DeLaBarre:

Enclosed are two applications received by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) for
import (IW022) and export (XW012) licenses involving Canada.  As the applicant’s initial
correspondence dated May 16, 2007 did not meet NRC fee requirements, the two requests
did not officially become NRC license applications until June 18, 2007.  In addition, the original
applicant, Pacific EcoSolutions, Inc. (PEcoS), indicated that effective June 1, 2007, a new firm,
Perma-Fix Northwest, Inc., would ultimately be the applicant and licensee for these two
applications.

Perma-Fix Northwest, Inc. will notify NRC when it is permitted to operate at Richland,
Washington to process contaminated material pursuant to the appropriate Washington State
license.  At such time, the applicant would like license IW022 to be issued to authorize the
import of potentially radioactively contaminated material (including metals, wood, paper,
concrete, cloth, rubber, plastic, and liquids such as aqueous and organic-based fluids), and
material used in research and medical facilities such as animal carcasses, and human and
animal waste.  Once it is appropriately licensed by the State of Washington, the contaminated
material would be transferred from Canada to Richland, Washington for processing to reduce
the volume (e.g., via thermal and non-thermal treatment) and create beneficial reuse by
recycling as much metal as possible, and using liquids to control temperature during thermal
operations.  

While all of the specific sources of the Canadian material are not known at this time, they are
expected to include reactors, fuel cycle facilities, material licenses or facilities equivalent to a
U.S. Superfund site.  It is expected that the imported material will have been generated by
activities such as remediation, decontamination, decommissioning, maintenance, equipment
upgrade, and routine operation.  

The same applicant is also requesting a license (XW012) to authorize the export to Canada of
radioactive waste attributable to Canadian sources imported into the United States under
NRC license IW022.

Before taking action on these NRC license applications, we request your assistance in notifying
the Canadian Government of the proposed import and export transactions, and in obtaining any
comments that the Canadian Government might have in the context of the Joint Convention on
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the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management. 
We would also appreciate receiving your views as to whether issuance of the proposed import
and export licenses would be consistent with the Convention’s guidelines. 

Sincerely,

/RA by Janice E. Owens for/

Stephen Dembek, Branch Chief
Export Controls and International Organizations
Office of International Programs

Enclosures:
1.  Appl. Dtd. 05/16/07 
     IW022 - Canada 
     Docket Number 11005700
2.  Appl. Dtd. 05/16/07
     XW012 - Canada
     Docket Number 11005699

cc w/encls:
B. Moran, NRC/NMSS R. Goorevich, DOE/NNSA
S. Oehlbert, DOE/NNSA I. Bruns, DOE/NNSA
S. Clagett, DOC D. McDarby, DTRA
C. Baugues, DHS/CBP J. Norles, NAC/NMMSS
CNSC
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We would also appreciate receiving your views as to whether the proposed import and export
applications will be consistent with the Convention’s guidelines.  

Sincerely,

/RA by Janice E. Owens for/

Stephen Dembek, Branch Chief
Export Controls and International Organizations
Office of International Programs

Enclosures:
1.  Appl. Dtd. 05/16/07
     IW022 - Canada 
     Docket Number 11005700
2.  Appl. Dtd. 05/16/07
     XW012 - Canada
     Docket Number 11005699

cc w/encls:
B. Moran, NRC/NMSS R. Goorevich, DOE/NNSA
S. Oehlbert, DOE/NNSA I. Bruns, DOE/NNSA
S. Clagett, DOC D. McDarby, DTRA
C. Baugues, DHS/CBP J. Norles, NAC/NMMSS
CNSC

DOCUMENT NAME:  S:\Imports\Imports - Exec Branch\IW022 LTR-STATE.wpd
DOCUMENT NAME:  S:\Exports\Exports - Exec Branch\XW012 LTR-STATE.wpd
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