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Revision to Tornado/HELB Mitigation Strategies and Regulatory
Commitments

Reference: Letter to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission from Henry B. Barron
(Duke) dated November 30, 2006, 'Tornado/HELB Mitigation
Strategies and Regulatory Commitments"

The purpose of this letter is to adjust the due date for commitment 7T in the
aforementioned reference and to inform the Staff that the due date for
commitment 5T will likely need a similar adjustment. Duke committed to notify
the Staff of significant changes to the scope and/or completion dates of any
tornado and high energy line break commitments, as described in Attachments 1
and 3 respectively, of the referenced letter.

Commitment 7T addressed the July 2007 submittal of a License Amendment
Request (LAR) that would establish a new tornado licensing basis and mitigation
strategy for Oconee Nuclear Station (ONS). The adjustment in the LAR submittal
schedule is necessitated by intervening circumstances that could not have been
reasonably anticipated when the commitment was made in November 2006.
First, in March 2007, the NRC published Revision 1 to Regulatory Guide (RG)
1.76, "Design-Basis Tornado and Tornado Missiles for Nuclear Power Plants,"
which Duke plans to incorporate into its tornado licensing basis. Second, Duke
has initiated a study to more accurately depict the anticipated tornado
characteristics (such as frequency and size) for the region surrounding ONS.
Third, an element in the new tornado mitigation strategy is the proposed use of
Fiber Reinforced Polymer (FRP) to strengthen selected existing masonry walls
against tornado effects. The approval of the associated June 2006 LAR has
been delayed beyond its anticipated approval date.
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Based on current expectations for completion of revisions to the tornado
mitigation strategy incorporating the above referenced information, the submittal
of the tornado LAR addressed in Commitment 7T is anticipated in January 2008.

In addition, the intervening circumstances described above will likely result in a
change in the scope and implementation of the modifications to the existing West
Penetration Rooms and Cask Decontamination Tank Rooms masonry walls
(commitment 5T). Additional information regarding the scope and
implementation schedule for this activity will be provided in separate
correspondence.

Inquiries concerning this matter should be directed to Mr. Richard Freudenberger
at (864)885-3908.

Very sincerely yours,

Bruce H. Hamilton
Vice President, Oconee Site
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cc:

James Dyer
Director, Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, Maryland 20852-2738

Dr. W. D. Travers
Regional Administrator
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission - Region II
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center, 23 T85
61 Forsyth St., SW
Atlanta, GA 30303-8931

Mr. L. N. Olshan
Senior Project Manager
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop 0-8 G9A
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, Maryland 20852-2738

Mr. Tim McGinty
Deputy Director
Division of Operator Reactor Licensing
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, Maryland 20852-2738

Mr. Charles Casto
Director, DRP
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission - Region II
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center, 23 T85
61 Forsyth St., SW
Atlanta, GA 30303-8931

Mr. Joseph W. Shea
Director, DRS
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission - Region II
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center, 23 T85
61 Forsyth St., SW
Atlanta, GA 30303-8931
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Mr. James Moorman
Chief, Branch 1, DRP
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission - Region II
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center, 23 T85
61 Forsyth St., SW
Atlanta, GA 30303-8931

Mr. Robert E. Carroll
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission - Region II
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center, 23 T85
61 Forsyth St., SW
Atlanta, GA 30303-8931

Mr. Dan Rich
NRC Senior Resident Inspector
Oconee Nuclear Station

Mr. Henry Porter, Director
Division of Radioactive Waste Management
Bureau of Land and Waste Management
Department of Health & Environmental Control
2600 Bull Street, Columbia, SC 29201
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bcc:

H. B. Barron
R. A. Jones
D. A. Baxter
R. Mike Glover
L. E. Nicholson
B. G. Davenport
J. R. Sumpter
L. M. Kanipe
S. L. Nader
L. F. Vaughn
S. D. Capps
J. E. Burchfield
R. J. Freudenberger
G. K. Mc Aninch
J. E. Smith (NRC Commitment Coordinator)
S. C. Newman
J. N. Robertson
R. E. Hall
T. D. Mills
R. L. Gill - NRI&IA
R. D. Hart - CNS
K. L. Ashe - MNS
D. Repka
NSRB, EC05N
ELL, ECO50
File - T.S. Working
ONS Document Management


