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In its Order (Granting Extension and Calling for Status Reports) dated June 20, 2007, the
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board (“ASLB”) requested Shaw AREVA MOX Services, LLC
(“MOX Servicés” or “Applicant”) to report on: (1) the degree to which construction of the
Mixed Oxide Fuel Fabrication Facility (“MFFF”) is éomplete; (2) the now-anticipated
construction completion date and the date upon which the MFFF is expected to begin operations
(assuming all needed licenses were then in hand); (3) MOX Services’ views regarding any
“potential for delay that might flow from the recently-reported views of Congressional
appropriators about funding the project;” and (4) any difficulties that might be caused were the
Board to conduct the site-vicinity pre-hearing conference on Wednesday, August 8, 2007, and if

any such difficulties are anticipated, suggestions as to alternative dates or approaches. See Shaw
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AREVA MOX Services (Mixed Oxide Fuel Fabrication Facility), Order (Granting Extension and
Calling for Status Reports) at 5 (June 20, 2007). The Applicant’s responses to the Board’s four
inquiries are provided below.

1. To what degree is construction of the MFFF complete?

Physical construction of the MFFF has not yet begun, but site preparation is underway.
MFFF construction is scheduled to start on August 1, 2007.

2. What is the now-anticipated construction completion date and the date upon

which the MFFF is expected to begin operations?

According to the current MOX Services” MFFF project schedule, construction of the
MFFF will be completed in 2014. As construction nears completion, facility start-up in
preparation for operation will proceed in two phases. First, on-site testing, identified in the
schedule as “Cold Start-up,” will be completed in 2015. Next, commencement of production of
plutonium dioxide, identified in the schedule as “Hot Start-up,” will begin in 2016.

3. What are MOX Services ' views regarding any potential for delay that might flow
from the recently-reported views of Congressional appropriators about funding
the project?

MOX Services understands that the MFFF schedule takes into account both the limitation
in the John Warner National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2007 and the provisions
of the Revised Continuing Appropriation Resolution, 2007, and that the schedule is based on
Congressional appropriation of the U.S. President’s Budget Request for Fiscal Year 2008 as well
as for out years, without major reduction or significant restriction. As of June 28, 2007, the
applicable authorization and appropriation for Fiscal Year 2008 (and subsequent fiscal years)

have not been completed by Congress nor enacted into law.
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4. Does MOX Services anticipate any difficulties that might be caused were the Board
to conduct the site-vicinity pre-hearing conference on August 8, 2007?

MOX Services would be able to support a pre-hearing conference held in the vicinity of
the proposed MFFF site on Wednesday, August 8, 2007. However, based on a conversation with
Margaret Bupp of the NRC Office of General Counsel (who in turn has discussed scheduling
with Petitioners), MOX Services suggests that, if it pleases the Board, holding the pre-hearing
conference on August 22, 2007 would better balance the interests of all stakeholder individuals
and organizations. Ms. Bupp informed MOX Services that certain key NRC Staff members were
unavailable on August 8, 2007.

MOX Services likewise does not object to the Board issuing its decision by mid-
September (assuming the hearing conference is held on August 22, 2007) rather than by August

13, 2007.

Respectfully submitted,

Nomesid: &W

Donald J. Silverman, E q.

Vincent C. Zabielski, Esq.

MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS, LLP
1111 Pennsylvania Ave, N.-W.
Washington, DC 20004

Phone (202) 739-5502

E-mail: dsilverman@morganlewis.com

COUNSEL FOR
SHAW AREVA MOX SERVICES, LLC
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Secretary of the Commission” Marcia Carpentier
Attn: Rulemakings and Adjudication Staff Law Clerk

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Atomic Safety & Licensing Board Panel
Mail Stop: 0-16C1 U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001 Washington, DC 20555-0001
(E-mail: hearingdocket@nrc.gov) (E-mail: mxc7@nrc.gov)
Louis A. Zeller Glenn Carroll
Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League ~ Coordinator
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Mary Olson
Nuclear Information and Resource Service
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Vincent C. Zabielski, Ksq.
Counsel for Shaw AREVA MOX Services, LLC

* E-mail, original and two copies

1-PH/2694622.1 2



