
July 23, 2007

Dr. Michael T. Ryan, Chairman
Advisory Committee on Nuclear Waste and Materials
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Dr. Ryan:

SUBJECT: ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON NUCLEAR WASTE AND MATERIALS REPORT -
“IGNEOUS ACTIVITY AT YUCCA MOUNTAIN:  TECHNICAL BASIS FOR
DECISIONMAKING “

This letter is in response to your report entitled, “Igneous Activity at Yucca Mountain:  Technical
Basis for Decisionmaking,” dated June 6, 2007, prepared for the Commission in response to 
Staff Requirements Memoranda M060111B, dated February 9, 2006.  The staff appreciated the
opportunity to have met with the Committee members throughout the preparation of the report
on this important topic.  Throughout your deliberations, the staff provided comments on the
draft report.  In addition, Appendix B of the Committee’s final report identifies the significant
documents the staff provided on our igneous activity review capabilities.

We would like to bring to the Committee’s attention that the staff continues to evaluate new
information on igneous activities and has not developed fixed positions on the technical issues,
as identified in the report.  The staff recognizes that the Committee’s report is a review of the
range of the current technical views and that ongoing studies could modify the conclusions in
the report. 

The staff thanks the Committee for its efforts.  Until a license application is submitted, the staff
will keep the Committee informed, on significant technical developments and on our review
capabilities for potential igneous events.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Luis A. Reyes
Executive Director
   for Operations

cc: Chairman Klein
Commissioner McGaffigan
Commissioner Jaczko
Commissioner Lyons
SECY
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