
RIGHTS OF WAY ENDANGERED
SPECIES SURVEY FOR mE WEST

REGION OF GEORGIA

The West Region ofGeorgia consists ofthe following 15 counties: Troup, Harris,
Meriwether, Talbot, Muscogee, Taylor, Chattahoochee, Marion, Schley, Macon, Stewart,
Webster, Sumter, Dooley and Crisp. .

Based on the Georgia Natural Heritage Inventory records, the following plants, plant
communities and animal habitats were searched for on Georgia Power Company rights of
way:

Plants:

Pickering Morning Glory - Sty/lsma pickeringii
Sweet Pitcherplant - Sarracenia rubra
White-top Pitcherplant - Sarracenia leucophy/la (Federal Candidate Species)
Sandhill Golden Aster - Pityopsispinifolia
Atlantic White Cedar - Chamaecyparis thyoides
Carolina Sheep Laurel - KQlmia carolina
Lax Water MiIfoil- Myriophylum [axum
Fringed Campion - Silene POlypetala
DwarfWItch Alder - Fothergilla gardenii
Florida Senna - Chamaecrista deeringiana
Arkansas Oak - Quercus arkonsana
Harper Heartleaf- Hexastyllis shuttleworthii
Harperella ....Ptilimnium nodosum (Federal Endangered)

Animals:
, Gopher Tortoise - Gopherus polyphemus

Dere !fete 11 MainlInIng concernS in S eguntie!i Dooley (1) Major gmm]! wit)
harp!f!Ua. Taylor (2) atlaB!ie white mlar. I!Jbot (3) IOpher tortoge. piekerinl
morning glory aDd sweet pitdl","'nt. Mlrion (3)·gopher tortoise, sweet
pitehemlant, Arkansas oak. WeblRr (2) gopber tortoS"Atkap!!, oak.

Disqusion and ·Recommendations;

The general landscape ofthe counties within the West Region ofGeorgia indicatethat the
region has been used for agricuhure and timber production for many decades.. The region
still holds a number ofinteresting and unique communities; particularly the wetlands
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associated with the Chattahoochee and Flint River drainages, the relict dune areas in
Talbot County and other deep sand areas.

The one major concern was the rediscovery ofHarparella (Federal endangered) in
Dooley County. This population was last seen several decades ago. Past searches in the
area were unsuccessful until the plants were found under a transmission right ofway
during this survey (See Dooley County Summary). The remaining 10 concerns were
minor. Four locations were new and 4 were tree species location on the margin ofthe
rights ofway and were only listed because ofthe potential impacts ofsideclearing.
Generally the loeations were isolated and singular.

SURVEY SUMMARY FOR THE WEST
REGION

All the counties within the West Region are summarized below. The GPC number is
listed along with the common name of the plant/animal. The numbered line items refer to
locations within the county; only those signified by bold print were considered close
enough to the rights ofway to field survey. Line items in regular print refer to animal
species not considered in the surveyor locations too far from the line to be ofconcern,
usually 500-700 feet.

Troup County (No Loudon. Required Field Survey)

#489 - Lamance Iris - 1993 record. Appears to be under or adjacent to 115Kv
line. Location is between 1-85 and 11SKv line on Long Cane Creek. Whitesville
Road goes close by. Take highway 219 south off1-85 and take 2nd right or go to
Smith's crossroads, right; to New Hutchinson's Mill road, right to "1''', stop and
walk in. 73Q feet from line.
#847 - flaxen elimia, mussel, 1966 record.

Hams County (No Locations Required Field SUIVey)
,

#609 - Nevius Stonecrop - 1988 record. Road to Goat Rock Marina. Probably on
GPC Property. ·2800 feet from line. Protected in FERC Management Plant.
#846 - Georgia Rockcress - .1988 record. Same location as #609. 1600 feet from
line. Protected by FERC License.
#6 - Allegheny Spurge -1949 record. On the Harris-Muscogee county line. On

. lookout loop road, which is offWhitesville road, which is offhighway 315. 1400
feet from line..
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#505 • bottlebrush buckeye. 1971 record. Cultivated in Callaway gardens.
#1027 - bottlebrush buckeye - 1988 record. 1 mile southeast ofHamiliton on
Highway 27.
#914 • bottlebruSh buckeye - 1988 record. Hamiliton Ga.

Meriwether County (No Locations Required Field Survey)

#1032 - Alexander Rock Aster - 1991 record. Southwest ofSH18, 2500 feet
north of46Kv line.
#460· Alexander rock aster - 1987 record. North ofSH18, Same areas as #1032.
3100 feet from line.
#385 - Wavy cloak Fern - 1987 record. Same location as #460. (OLIDNC).
#740 .. Alexander Rock Aster - 1997 record. Approximatley 1000 feet north of
46Kv line.
#282 - Harper Yellow-eyed grass - 1901 record. Ambiguous locatlity in a bog.
2000 feet from line.
#618 - Barbour's Map Turtle - Flint River.
#81 - Highsca1e shiner - Over one mile north of46Kv line at SR18 and SRI09 in
Walnut Creek.

Talbot County (4 Locations Required Field Survey, 1 New location, 3 with minor
maintenance concerns)

#39 - Pickering Morning Glory-I995 record. Highway 96, southside of road,
1.4 miles west of junction with Cord 129 (Brown Road). Location has been
removed by highway construction. No maintenance concem (Field Note
#50,15 May 2001)

#922 - Piekering Moming Glory· 1995 record. Plant found on both sides of
highway 96. .2 Miles west of Milepost 9. Line may be moved beeaule of road
construction. Minor eoncem. (Field Note #51, 15 May 2001)

#1165 - Sweet Pitcher pJant - No date or location deseription. In Atlantic
White cedar swamp. 2 clumps were found. Minor maintenance concem.
(Field sheet #48,15 May 2001)

#342 - Sandhill Golden Aster-1988 record. 6.8 miles south ofTalbotton, on
.SH96. No maintenance concem. (Field Note #47)

New - Gopher tortoise - One fresh burrow. Same Ioeation as #1165. Minor
maintenance concern. (Field Note #49,15 May 2001) .

#390 • Broadstripe shiner· 1953 record.
#653 • Bluestripe shiner. Northeast part ofcounty.
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MUSCOGEE COUNTY (No Locations Required Field SUlVey)

#366 - Georgia Rockcress - 1988 record. Below dam. .George Guill haS seen this
plant along with Jim Allison (NID). The plant is located on a steep ledge near the
water and the conductors are very high to span the gorge. This record is in
Muscogee county, but near #609, #848 and #949. It is on company property, but
the state is aware. .
#949(2) - Nevius stonecrop - 1988 record. End ofDam. Same as above.
#890 Croomia - bad location, 1854 record..

TAYLOR COUNTY (8 Locations Were Field SUIVeyed, 1 New Location, 2 minor
concerns)

#1037 - Atlantic ,White Cedar- MEAG line (1). Trees occur on Margin of
tiDe. Side clearing could have impact. Minor maintenance concem. (Field
Note #53, IS May 2001)

#546 - Carolina Sheep Laurel- No plants found. No maintenance coneeM.
(Field Note #57,15 May 2001)

#807 - Sweet Pitcher Plant - No plants found. Vegetation may be too dense
for pitcherplants. No mainennanee concems. (Field Note #56, IS May 2001)

#1003 - Lax Water Milfoil- A milfoU was found. in the location, but it was
not lax water milfoiL No maintenance concem. (Field Note #54, 15 May
2001)

#822 - Fringed Campion - No plants found. No maintenance concem.
(Field Note #59, 15 May 2001)

#994 - DwarfWitch Alder - No plants found. No maintenance concem.
(Field Note #52,15 May 2001)

#1108 - Florida SenDa - No plants found. No 'maintenance concem. (Field
Note #60, 15 May 2001)

NEW - Atlantic White Cedar - SoJDe location as # 1108. Minor concem.
(Field Note #55,15 May 2001)

#865 - Sandhill Golden Aster - 1300 feet from line.
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CHADMIOOCHEE COUNTY (NO MAP/No Locations Require Field Suney)

MARION COUNTY (~ Locations RegubW Field Survey. 1 New Loeatipn, 3 Mipor
Concerns)

#897 - Sweet Pitcher Plant - 3 clumps in smaU wetland between stl11ctures
#357 and #358. Minor MaintenanceConcem. (Field Note #137, 24 July
2002)

#462 - Arkan~s Oak - 1 tree was found. Possible impact from sideelearing.
Minor maintenance concern. (Field Note #139, 24 July 2002)

#602 - Arkansas Oak - Cleared by Landowner. No maintenance
concern(Field Note #138, 24 July 2002).

NEW - Gopher tortoise - 1 fresh burrow. Minor maipteunce concern
(Field Note 138,24 July 2002)

SCHLEY COUNTY (No Locations Required Field Survey)

MACON COUNTY (No Loeations Required Field Sunrey)

#1020 - DwarfWitch Alder - 1937 record.

§TEWARI C0YNtX (No Locations Require Field Suney).

#321 - Arkansas Oak - OPC line.
#595 - Arkansas Oak - OPC line.
#638 - Broadstripe Shiner.

»'-EDSIER CQUNIX (4 Locations Require Field Suney, t new location, 2 minor
concerns)

#1066 - Harper Heartleaf- NW ofPreston on Highway 280, Structure 67 is
on opposite side of road from location. No plants found. No likely habitat on
line. No maintenance concern. (Field Note #143, 24 July 2002)

#456 - Harper Heartleaf- Loeation is on Choctahatchee Creek. No plants
found and no likely habitat on line. No maintenance concern. (Field Note
#144; 24 July 2002).

#724 - Arkansas Oak - 20-25 trees on margins of line. Minor concern due to
possible impact of side clearing. (Field Note #140, 24 July 2002)
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#277 - Arkansas Oak - No plants found. No maintenance concerns. (Field
Note #142, 24 July 2002).

NEW - Gopher tortoise - 1 bulTOw. Minor concern. (Same Ioaltion as Field
Note #140,24 July, 2(02).

SUMTER CQUNTX (2 Locations Require Field SurveylNo maintenance concern)

#1115 - White-top Pitcher Plant -1932 record. Location is 1 mile SE of
Amelitus. No plants found. No likely habitat on right ofway. No
maintenance concern. (Field Note #145, 25 July 2002).

#749 - Sweet Pitcher Plant - SE of Americus. Location is 800 feet from line.
No maintenance concern. (Field Note #146, 25 July 2(02).

#1080 - Canby Dropwort

QQOLlY COUNTY (1 Location was Field SurveyedlMAJQR MAINTENANCE
CQNCEBN>

1#633 - Mock BishopweedlHarperella - Plant was found on the ROWand its
. identity verified by Jim Allisonlfom Patrick (Georgia DNR). This is a major
concem because the plant is a Federal Endangered Species. However the plant
population has probably been protected and perhaps maintained by its location
within the ROW; the real danger to the plant is from hydrology manipulation and
drainage which is not controlled by GPC, but by the landowner•

. Recommend avoiding wide spread use ofherbicide in the wetlands where the plants
occur and possible mowing after seeding (August) and before new growth (late
Mareh). CODtrol ofoventory on the ROW will probably aid in protecting the plant
as it appears to be more common on the ROW than on the margins which have
recently been logged. On 29 May 2002, WJ Candler and GA Breece met at the
location with John Niepper to inspect the area. According to Niepper; Back-pack
herbicide application has been done in the past whleh explains the lack of shrub
overstory species. Mowing wiD continue to be dOBe in the late summer, early faU
time period which should protect the Harpere"" Major maintenance concem
(Field Note #123, 15 May 2002)

CRlm» COUNTY (No Locations Require Field Survey)
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