
UNITED STATES

   NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
    REGION I

475 ALLENDALE ROAD
KING OF PRUSSIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19406-1415 

June 18, 2007

Mr. A. J. Gipson
Program Manager, 1st Responder Program
Office of Emergency Response-NA 42
National Nuclear Security Administration
1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20585

Dear Mr. Gipson:

I want to express my appreciation to the managers and members of your Brookhaven National
Laboratory-based Radiological Assistance Program (RAP) teams who recently supported the
event response to a stolen gauge containing an americium-241/beryllium sealed neutron source
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and Camden, New Jersey.  The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
and NRC Region I contacted the Regional Coordinating Office on March 25, 2007, and
requested survey assistance from the RAP.  Ms. Kathleen McIntyre agreed to deploy teams to
both Philadelphia and Camden on March 26, 2007.  The members of two RAP teams arrived
promptly and immediately began surveying to locate the lost source or identify contamination
from the potentially damaged source.  While the source was not located, the efforts of your
teams enabled us to rule out several key locations and further focus our efforts, which enabled
the licensee to resume business operations in a timely manner.   Additionally, the involvement
of your team furthered our Agency goal of enhancing public confidence.  

Mr. Lloyd Nelson was assisted with the surveys performed in Philadelphia by
Mr. Guy Hartsough and Mr. Tyler Rovig.  Mr. Mark Parsons was assisted with the surveys
performed in Camden by Mr. Michael Robles and Ms. Kim Wehunt.  

Please extend our appreciation to these individuals for their efforts on our behalf.  Additionally,
the NRC views these inter-agency interactions as important demonstrations of the Federal
Government’s capabilities, and is appreciative of your organization’s prompt response.  

Sincerely,

/RA/

Samuel J. Collins
Regional Administrator

cc:
Richard Diem, RI RAP Coordinator
Kathleen L. R. McIntyre, RI RAP Manager 
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