
June 19, 2007

MEMORANDUM TO: Timothy J. Kobetz, Chief
Technical Specifications Branch 
Division of Inspection and Regional Support
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

FROM: Ravi Grover, Reactor Engineer   /RA/
Technical Specifications Branch 
Division of Inspection and Regional Support
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF JUNE 7, 2007, CATEGORY 2 PUBLIC MEETING WITH
THE INDUSTRY RISK INFORMED TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
TASK FORCE (TSTF) ON RISK MANAGED TECHNICAL
SPECIFICATIONS INITIATIVES

On June 7, 2007, a public meeting was held between the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC), and industry representatives of the Risk-Informed Technical Specifications Task Force
(RITSTF) at the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) Washington, DC offices.  The purpose of the
meeting was to discuss status of the Risk Management Technical Specification Initiatives, and
to discuss the NRC administrative processes associated with RITSTF submissions.  The
meeting generally followed the agenda proposed in a May 17, 2007, Public Meeting Notice
(Agencywide Documents Access and Management (ADAMS) Accession No. ML071370060) as
amended by the meeting participants. 

Enclosure 1 contains the summary of the meeting, enclosure 2 contains a list of meeting
attendees, and enclosure 3 is a TSTF address list.

cc: See next page

Enclosures:
As stated

CONTACTS: Ravi Grover, NRR/DIRS
301-415-2166
RPG2@nrc.gov 
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Enclosure 1

Meeting Minutes

A public meeting between the NRC and industry representatives of the Risk-Informed Technical
Specifications Task Force (RITSTF) was held on June 7, 2007, to discuss status of the Risk
Management Technical Specification Initiatives and to discuss the NRC administrative
processes associated with RITSTF submissions.  The meeting generally followed the agenda
proposed in a May 17, 2007, Public Meeting Notice ((Agencywide Documents Access and
Management (ADAMS) Accession No. ML071370060) as amended by the meeting participants. 
The following is a brief summary of the meeting.

I. Administrative Issues

The NRC noted the following staff assignments for RITSTF interactions:

- Mr. Theodore R. Tjader would be leaving NRR in October, 2007.
- Mr. Carl Schulten will replace Mr. Tjader.
- Mr. Ravi Grover will be a back-up to Mr. Schulten.
- Mr. Timothy Kolb will be responsible for developing RMTS inspection process and

procedures.

II. Process Issues 

No new issues were identified.

III. Status of RITSTFs 

a. Initiative 1 “Technical Specifications Required Actions Preferred End States” 

This initiative would permit, for some systems, entry into hot shutdown rather than cold
shutdown to repair equipment.

Status on the Initiative and associated TSTFs :

• The NRC has commenced review of TSTF-431, Revision 1, “Changes in Technical
Specifications End States” (ADAMS Accession No. ML063100074) for Babcock &
Wilcox (B&W) plants.  Requests for Additional Information (RAIs) were issued by
the NRC on May 3, 2007. 

• The RITSTF informed the staff that TSTF-432 for Westinghouse plants and its
associated implementation guide will be submitted to the NRC for review pending
certain issues to be resolved by the industry.

• The RITSTF indicated that more than 18 plants are expected to adopt TSTFs-422,
Revision 0, “Change in Technical Specifications End States; CE NPSD-1186"
(ADAMS Accession No. ML021920029) and 423, Revision 0, “Technical
Specifications End States; NEDC-32988-A” (ADAMS Accession No.
ML032270250) for Combustion Engineering (CE) and Boiling Water Reactors
(BWR) plants, respectively.
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b. Initiative 4a, “Individual Risk Informed Completion Times (CT) Extensions” 

This initiative permits application of a risk-informed technical basis for specific changes
to Technical Specification Completion Times (CTs) per Regulatory Guide 1.177.

Status on the Initiative and associated TSTFs:

The Pressurized Water Reactors Owners Group (PWROG) had a question concerning
how to address limitation 7 of the staff safety evaluation to Topical Report BAW-2461,
“Risk Informed Justification for Containment Isolation Valves Allowed Outage Time
Change” (ADAMS Accession No. ML051600236), related to cumulative risk impact.  The
staff stated that the  limitation was intended to address pending changes in the PRA
model.  The PWROG indicated that they would address the above concern in their
comments on the safety evaluation.

The staff also stated an RAI has been prepared to address a discrepancy noted
between TSTF-498, Revision 0, “Risk Informed Containment Isolation Valves
Completion Times (BAW-2461)” (ADAMS Accession No. ML051600236), and BAW-
2461 with regard to closed system LCOs.

c. Initiative 4b, “Risk Informed Completion Times”

This initiative would permit, contingent upon the results of a plant configuration risk
assessment, temporary extension of the existing completion time within an LCO using a
quantified risk assessment.

Status on the Initiative and associated TSTFs:

• The NRC stated that a Safety Evaluation for the Implementation Guidance
document NEI 06-09, has been issued.

• The NRC stated that Safety Evaluation for the South Texas Project’s (STP)
application for license amendment is expected to be issued by the NRC by July 16,
2007.

• The NRC and the other stakeholders are currently scheduled to brief the
Commissioners on August 2, 2007, on the status of Initiative 4b and other related
issues.

• The San Onofre Nuclear Generating Stations (SONGS) representative stated that
SONGS is expected to decide by the end of this month whether it will be another
lead plant for this Initiative. 

• The Fort Calhoun Power Station (FCS) representative informed the meeting that
the lead plant amendment which they withdrew on September 8, 2006, will be
resubmitted to the NRC at a later date (no commitment yet).  The NRC still plans
to visit FCS to review the plant’s PRA and capability to adopt Initiative 4b.   
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d. Initiative 5b, “Surveillance Frequency Control Program”

This initiative permits SR frequencies to be determined through a TS program and
relocates SR frequencies to a licensee-controlled TS program. 

Status on the Initiative and associated TSTFs: 

• TSTF-425, Revision 1, “Relocate Surveillance Test Intervals to Licensee Control”
was submitted to the NRC on April 25, 2007 (ADAMS Accession
No. ML071150341).  It is applicable to all the PWR Standard Technical
Specifications (STS) NUREGs plants.  In addition, TSTF-425 refers to NEI 04-10,
Revision 1, “Risk Informed Technical Specifications Initiative 5b, Risk informed
method for Control of Surveillance Frequencies” (ADAMS Accession
No. ML071360425), which expands the guidance document to include SR
frequencies that are performed on a Staggered Test Basis.  On June 7, 2007, the
NRC issued a letter (ADAMS Accession No. ML071560054) accepting the TSTF
for review and establishes a milestone schedule for approval by June 2008.  The
NRC also informed the industry that the related Revision 1 to the Implementation
Guidance Document NEI 04-10 will be reviewed concurrently with the review of the
TSTF.  The industry group stated that several plants/licensee are ready to submit
Licensee Amendment Requests (LARs) once the TSTF-425 is approved by the
NRC for adoption; 3 in June 2008, 3 in December 2008, and 3 sometimes in 2009.

• The NRC was informed that Licensee Amendment Request for Diablo Canyon
Power Plant to be a pilot plant for Initiative 5b is expected to be submitted to the
NRC by September of this year. 

• The NRC staff intends to visit Limerick this coming summer to assess their
implementation of RMTS Initiative 5b.  The meeting participants noted that
Limerick plant has received Best Industry Award for the implementation of
Initiative 5b.

• South Texas Project’s (STP) is interested in submitting a LAR for adoption of
Initiative 5b as soon as possible, since their PRA is adequate having been
approved for Initiative 4b. 

e. Initiative 6, “Modify LCO 3.0.3 Actions and Completion Times” 

This initiative would provide TS Conditions and Completion Times for some LCO’s for
system restoration to Operable Status prior to explicit entry into the LCO 3.0.3 shutdown
track. 

Status on the Initiative and associated TSTFs:  

• The RITSTF informed the staff that revisions to TSTF-426, Revision 0, “Revise or
Add actions to Preclude Entry into LCO 3.0.3” (ADAMS Accession
No. ML042520158) and Topical Report WCAP 16446-WP are currently in
progress to resolve discrepancies between these documents and the NRC’s
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Topical Report Safety Evaluation.  The revised documents are expected to be
submitted to the NRC in middle of 2008.  A BWR submittal is projected by
September 2007.

f. Initiative 7, “Snubber/Hazard Barrier Unavailability”

This initiative permits a risk-informed delay time before entering LCO actions for
inoperability due to loss of support function provided by equipment outside of technical
specifications.

Status on the Initiative and associated TSTFs:  

• The industry is developing a white paper outlining the process for expanding the
scope of applying this initiative to other structures, systems and components
(SSCs).  The PWROG is seeking funding to pursue this initiative in 2007 and
2008.  The industry indicated that more than 18 plants are expected to adopt
TSTF- 427, Revision 0, “Allowance for Non Technical Specifications Barrier
Degradation in Supported Systems OPERABILITY” (ADAMS Accession
No. ML030660070); one plant has already submitted an LAR to adopt TSTF-427
on unavailable barrier.

g. Initiative 8, “Remove/Relocate non-safety and non-risk significant systems from
Technical Specifications”  

Initiative 8a would review technical specifications to remove systems that were included
solely because they were judged risk significant at one time and have now been shown
by analysis not to be.  Initiative 8b would make the scope of technical specifications
depend only on risk significance. 

Status on the Initiative and associated TSTFs:   

• Background:  On May 10, 2007, the PWROG presented to the Staff a proposal to
relocate Instrumentation Functions/LCOs from their current Technical
Specifications  in accordance with the criteria of 10 CFR 50.36(c)(2)(ii).  This
subsection of the CFR contains four Criteria to determine whether a Limiting
Condition for Operation (LCO) should be included in the Technical Specifications. 
Specifically, Criterion 4 applies to structures, systems, or components which
operating experience or probabilistic risk assessment (PRA) has shown to be
significant to public health and safety.  At that meeting, the staff stressed the need
for the PWROG to address the “operating experience” element of Criterion 4. 

During the June 7, 2007 RITSTF Meeting, the PWROG mentioned that in
preparing their formal proposal for Initiative 8, “Remove/Relocate non-safety and
non-risk significant systems from Technical Specifications,” the group was having
difficulty understanding the scope of “operating experience.”  The group is of the
opinion that operating experience is adequately reflected in PRA data.  The staff
will discuss with the PWROG on how “operating experience” might be addressed. 
In addition, the PWROG will need to justify why functions/LCO’s do not meet any
of the criteria of 10 CFR 50.36(c)(2)(ii) by providing new analysis and information
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that was not presented in WCAP-11618.

IV. Public Participation Invited:  

No comments received. 

V. New Issues

No new issues were identified.

VII. Next Meeting

A tentative date of October 17, 2007, was set for the next RITSTF meeting at the
Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) Washington, DC offices.

VIII. Adjourn
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June 7, 2007 NRC-RITSTF Public Meeting Attendance
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Enclosure 3

Technical Specifications Task Force Mailing List
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