STATEOF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE #meoﬁsf e
RHOLDE;ISLAND ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

16 Reactor Road
Narragansett, Rl 02882-1165

-~ - U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
. ATTN: Document Control Desk
S \Washmgton, DC 20555-0001 - . | '
“"’f‘i'"' e Yapgopd e e e R —‘61/7/2007 o
* .. Subject: Reply to Notice of Violation Dated 5/22/2007
: Reference NRC Routine Inspection Report No. 50- 193/2007 201

. The Assistant Director of Nuclear Operations has reviewed the referenced Inspection
* Report and the Notice of Violation. The past history of perforrnmg‘expeﬁments under
‘rour general authorization-(1008) was review from 1999- present The method used to
develop an expenment from first principle to an authorlzed user was also evaluated. The
! ’_;followmg is’ aresult of this evaluation: . .~ .. il

i 3The reason for the violation: The RINSC staff was: perforrmng an experiment under a
" Nuclear and Radiation Safety Committee approved authorization #1008 received a verbal
e approval from the SRO in the control room. The NSC 7a, Neutron Irradiation Request
- Form, Rev 9/94 requires an SRO to approve the irradiations. This sample irradiation was
~ being performed under the 1008 authorization which was reauthorized 12/14/2006 by the -
** " Nuglear and Radiation Safety Co,mrnrtteﬁ; Therefore, ‘the Nuclearanthadfatlon Safety
’Cfomrmttee approved the experunent, but, qnly a«verl?aljapproval was received from the
SRO’ who was»operatmg the reactor ” ,The. infent wvas o ‘complete the paperwork (N SC 7a,
0! “j“”_dratlon Request,]?orm) after the copnpletm ofithe 12:second proof of 1
’ple_ nradlatron - The Reactor Logbook s.properly: identified the 1rrad1at10h‘“
amp! :j_ [S¢ -Ta, Neutron Irradiation Request ‘Formwas never- completed
This | prOJect was d1scussed w1th the Ass1sfant Director; Reactor Supervrsor and Health -
‘Physics well in “advance of this expenment takrng place
There is a conflict between the procedure #12 ‘Use of Pneumatlc Irradiation Facrhtres
and the NSC-7A Rev. 9/94. Procedure #12,Use of Pneumatic Irradiation Facilities’,
requires that the Assistant Director approve each Irradiation Request Form, but the NSC-
7A Rev 9/94 requires only an SRO to approve the Irradiation Request Form

‘.,“)‘/‘t('l” ": lt l" o

Correctrve Steps that have been taken and the results achieveds:+ Procedure #12, Use
of Pneumat1c Irrad Fac ;ltleS w1L be revrsed to:bring;it.current With-our present i
mode of operat1on In ad(lrtron! ta, the Neutron Irradlatro*r :RequestiForim approval’charfge
the requlrement toJ have the ¢Rea(‘tor U frhzafron Comrmfteef ey thorize ekpenmenté will
also be changed to have the N - and Radiation Sa et}, Comnﬁtee authonze ’«L‘.E{.
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- rev1sed procedure will also clarify sample n'radlatlons; done under the general
”-r—w-authonzatlon for proof of pr1n01p1e type of Work -

“Subsequent sample u-radlatrons for thls expenment were performed under the Nuclear

" and Radiation Safety Committee approved authorization #1008. The NSC-7a, Neutron

““Irradiation Request Form was completed. ‘Sampleirradiation for this experiment will
- continue under authorization #1008 until proof of: prmc1p1e has been completed and a

- NSC-73 Rev 11/04, ‘RINSC Facility Use Request'Form’ is completed and approved by
- the Nuclear and Radiation Safety Committee. Subsequent sample irradiations will than be
~_done under the new authorization number.

ﬁ_Procedure #12, Use of Pneumatic Irradlatlon Faclhtles
"approval at next Nuclear and Radiation Safety Comrm tee meetmg

Corrective Steps to avoid further violations: The RINSC staff was reminded of the
need to-have the proper paperwork approved in advance. Even the simplest task requires
the paperwork to be completed before proceeding; '

-

, will be rev1sed and submitted for

e Date of Full comphance RINSC w111 be in full comphance to both issues aﬁer the next
. Nuclear and Radiation Safety Committee meeting.’ In advance of the approval from the

== Nuclear and Radiation Safety Committee of the rev1sed procedure #12, Use of Pneumatic

** Irradiation Facilities’, a Memo and a marked up, pr cedure #12,:Use of Pneumatic

S g

. Irradiation Facilities’, will be presented to RINSC staff. The:Memo will remind
* - everyone to follow the marked up procedure and complate a]l requlred paperwork before

. proceeding.

The Inspection Report, Notice of Violation and this response will be reviewed at the next

. NRSC meeting as required by Tech Specs. If you ‘have any questlons or concerns, please

contact me at 401-789-9391.

Michael Middleton

Assistant Director of Nuclear Operations
Rhode Island Nuclear Science Center

cc:

Governor Donald Carcieri

Kevin Witt, USNRC

Dr. Stephen Mecca, RIAEC

Dr. Andrew Kadak, RIAEC

Dr. Bahram Nassersharif; RIAEC
Dr. Peter Gromet, RIAEC

Dr. Alfred L. Allen, RTAEC

Dr. Harry Knickle, NRSC
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