
UNITED STATES

   NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
    REGION I

475 ALLENDALE ROAD
KING OF PRUSSIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19406-1415 

June 6, 2007

The Honorable John F. Street
Mayor of Philadelphia
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Dear Mayor Street:

I want to express my appreciation to the members of the City of Philadelphia Police and Fire
Departments who assisted the Nuclear Regulatory Commission during our response to an
event involving a nuclear density gauge stolen from a construction site in Philadelphia on
March 19, 2007.  The Police Department's Homeland Security Unit (HSU) investigated the theft
and located the case used to transport the gauge in the Nicetown section of Philadelphia.  HSU
personnel involved in the event response included: Chief Inspector Joseph O'Connor; Inspector
Robert Tucker; Captain Walter Smith; Lieutenant Edward Baldini; Sergeant Anthony Buchanico;
Sergeant Richard Turzanski; Detective Joseph T. Rovnan; Officer Kimberly O'Neill; Officer Sam
Musallam; and, Officer Catherine Fan.

When the case used to transport the gauge was found on March 22, the Fire Department's
Hazardous Materials Administrative Unit (HMAU) responded to the Nicetown location,
determined that the transportation container was empty and, along with HSU personnel,
performed radiological surveys in the area in an attempt to locate the missing gauge.  HMAU
and HSU succeeded in locating part of the gauge, which included one of the two radioactive
sources, in a building a short distance from where the transportation case was found.  HMAU
established a restricted area around the building to minimize exposures to personnel and
members of the public and surveyed employees of the business for radioactive contamination. 
Fortunately, no radioactive contamination was identified.  HMAU personnel involved in the event
response include: Chief Joseph A. McGraw; Chief Charles Herran; Captain William Hannigan;
Lieutenant Ron Ragen; and Lieutenant Francis Fesi.

HSU and HMAU personnel can be credited with locating the nuclear density gauge which
resulted in the recovery, on March 23, of one radioactive source.  On March 26, HSU and
HMAU personnel also stood by to provide logistical support when a team from the United States
Department of Energy's Radiological Assistance Program performed surveys of the Nicetown
facility, the surrounding neighborhood and the route between the Nicetown facility and the
construction site where the gauge was stolen, in an attempt to locate the second radioactive
source.  These surveys led us to the conclusion that the second radioactive source was shipped
from the Nicetown facility for recycling with a load of aluminum prior to March 22.   If recycled,
the radioactive material in the second source would not be expected to cause harm to people or
the environment. 



2The Honorable J. F. Street

Your HSU and HMAU teams demonstrated a high level of professionalism and training during
this week long event response.  We appreciated their involvement and their cooperation and
look forward to working with them in the future.

Please extend our thanks to these individuals for their excellent assistance and support in this
significant safety event.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Samuel J. Collins
Regional Administrator

cc:
Commissioner Lloyd Ayers
Commissioner Sylvester Johnson
Donna Reed Miller
Daniel J. Savage
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