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From: KevinJ" Ramie'y XMR)I" ' 1 Z
To: ' DM, JMP2, FCC, GCP, *JHM L
Date: Wednesday, October 6, 1993 4:22 pm
Subject: Radioactive Pipe Scale in WV - Update

According to Liz O'Finan at Union Carbide (South Charleston, WV), they have
received the characterization report from Chase Environmental (Louisville, KY)
and it concludes that the contamination in the pipe scale is NORM (primary
isotope is Ra-226). I advised Ms. O'Finan that NRC had no jurisdiction over
NORM but they should keep West Virginia and EPA advised of their disposal
plans. Since the pipe was already rejected by a scrap yard, Union Carbide is
considering disposal as LLW at Hanford, WA or shipping the pipe to SEG's metal
melt facility. SEG apparently has a licensed facility that melts down
slightly contaminated metal, separates the contamination, and recycles the
metal.

I believe we can close out this report.
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From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

Kevin M. Ramsey (KMR)
DMC, FCC, GCP, JHM, JMP2
Thursday, July 22, 1993 2:28 pm
Radioactive Pipe Scale in WV - Update

According to Liz O'Finan at Union Carbide (South Charleston, WV), they hired
Chase Environmental (Louisville, KY) to characterize the radioactive scale in
their pipe. The contractor was onsite about a week ago to take samples and
photographs. Ms. O0Finan expects a 2 - 3 week turnaround time for the sample
analysis. She will contact us after they have a chance to review the analysis
results.
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Froms
To:
Date:
Subject:

Kevin M. Ramsey (KMR)

DMC, FCC, JHM, GCP, JMP2
Monday, June 7, 1993 3:35 pm
Radioactive Pipe Scale in WV - Update

According to Liz O'Finan at Union Carbide (South Charleston, WV), they are still

trying to finalize arrangements to sample the pipe scale and get an isotopic

analysis. They hope to contract with U.S. Ecology or Chem-Nuclear this week.
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From: Kevin M. Ramsey (KMR)
To: DMC, FCC, JHM, GCP, JMP2
Date: Friday, May 7, 1993 3:30 pm
Subject: Radioactive Pipe Scale in WV - Update

I was called by Liz O'Finan who identified herself as the client that Rebecca

Robertson had been working for. She is with Union Carbide in South Charleston,

WV. She clarified that the contaminated piping includes small sections such as

heat exchanger coils. The 6000 pound estimate is the TOTAL weight of the

piping. The weight of the scale has not been estimated, but should be a small

fraction of the total weight.

The initial analysis of 23.5 picocuries/gram was performed by Halliburton NUS.

Union Carbide has been talking to U.S. Ecology about characterizing and

disposing of the piping. They have recommended shipment to Richland, WA if

burial is required. I pointed out that U.S. Ecology operates the burial sites

at Richland, WA and Beatty, NV, and Chem-Nuclear operates the only other burial

site in Barnwell, SC. Ms. O°Finan said she would probably call Chem-Nuclear

also. They have not contracted with anyone to characterize the contamination

yet. She assured me that they will have the contamination characterized and

inform us of the results. Her phone number is (304) 747-2987.

Our records show that Union Carbide Chemicals and Plastics in South Charleston,

WV holds a Type A Broad Scope R&D license-number 47-00260-02 (Docket 030-06652).
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Fromi
To:
Date:
Subject:

Kevin M. Ramsey (KMR)
FCC, GCP
Monday, May 3, 1993 11:58 am
Radioactive Pipe Scale

I talked with John Pelchat, RII. He checked and there are no inspectors in West
Virginia this week. In any case, they would prefer to wait and see what the lab
results are. pn A -pa -1

I talked to Rebecca Robertson, ERM Midwest, again and apparently my first rtbove
estimate for the scale or the 23.5 microcurie activity analysis. They have
located some laboratories that can do an isotopic analysis and they hope to
have a sample shipped to a lab this week. Lab results may take a couple of
weeks. Ms. Robertson did not want to give me the name and address of her client
until she checked with the client. She promised to call me back this afternoon.

CC: SWM, JMP2
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