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Subject: New Standard Review Plan (SRP) 17.6, Maintenance Rule
Project Number: 689
Dear Mr. Bergman:

As part of the process for updating the Standard Review Plan “for use and comment” by March 30,
2007, the NRC staff agreed that if significant issues were identified with the new and revised SRPs,
the industry should request public meetings to resolve those issues. We are requesting a meeting
with the staff to discuss industry concerns with new SRP 17.6, Maintenance Rule. Specifically, we
would like to discuss the significantly greater level of detail reflected in the new SRP versus
corresponding guidance in Regulatory Guide (RG) 1.206, "COL Applications for Nuclear Power
Plants”, that has been the focus of discussion in public meetings.

In 2006, the industry had discussions with the NRC staff in the context of RG 1.206 regarding the
appropriate content for FSAR descriptions of the Maintenance Rule Program, as distinguished from
program implementation details. These interactions indicated a high degree of agreement between
the industry and the NRC on the Maintenance Rule Program description for the FSAR. Based on
these discussions, the industry moved ahead with the development of NEI 07-02, “ Generic FSAR
Template Guidance for Maintenance Rule Program Description for Plants Licensed Under 10 CFR
Part 527, which was submitted for NRC review and approval on February 22, 2007.

On March 20, a new SRP 17.6 was issued for use and comment. The new SRP departs significantly
in terms of level of detail from prior understandings and Section C.1.17.6 of RG 1.206, Description of
the Applicant’s Program for Implementation of the Maintenance Rule. Section C.I.17.6 has been
issued three times for review: June 30 and September 1, 2006; and April 5, 2007. Now we
understand that Section C.I.17.6 is being revised to reflect the greater level of detail in the SRP. No
basis has been provided for the increase in detail over existing Section C.1.17.6.
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Based on the inconsistency in level of detail between NEI 07-02 and the new SRP 17.6, we
understand that the NRC staff intends to suspend review of NEI 07-02 pending resolution of issues
related to the level of detail of the SRP. NEI 07-02 is consistent with NRC RG 1.160, Rev. 2, which
endorses NUMARC 93-01, the industry guidance on implementing the Maintenance Rule, and with
prior discussions with the staff in the context of RG 1.206. As a result, we believe NEI 07-02
provides an appropriate template for the Maintenance Rule Program description for the FSAR and is
sufficient to support an NRC finding at the COL stage that the program is acceptable.

We request a public meeting to resolve these issues as soon as possible so that the correct action
can be taken in regard to NEI 07-02. The industry is available to meet with the NRC staff in the
week of May 14, 2007. If you have questions regarding this letter or need additional information,
please contact me at (202) 739-8087; rib@nei.org.

Sincerely,

Russell 1. Bell

C: Mr. William D. Reckley, NRR/NRO
Mr. Stephen S. Koenick, NRR/NRO
Ms. Joelle L. Starefos, NRR/NRO
NRC Document Control Desk
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