
UNITED STATES 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
REGION IV 

611 RYAN PLAZA DRIVE, SUITE 400 
ARLINGTON, TEXAS 76011-8064 

June 29, 2001 

Lt. Colonel Kristin Swenson 
Department of the Air Force 
USAF Radioisotope Committee 
HQ AFMONSGZR 
1 1  0 Luke Ave, Suite 405 
Bolling AFB, DC 20322-7050 

SUBJECT: TERMINATED LICENSE REVIEW 

Dear Lt. Col. Swenson: 

On June 4, 2001 , the NRC concluded its review of a terminated license previously issued to the 
Department of the Air Force, McClellan Air Force Base, California. Details of this review are 
provided in the attachment to this Memorandum. In summary, the US. Atomic Energy 
Commission (AEC) authorized the Air Force to possess cesium-I 37 in sealed source form for 
use in two instrument calibrators and nickel-63 for use in a gas chromatograph. Byproduct 
Materials License 04-08699-01 was issued during August 1962, but expired during March 1984. 
A recent Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) review identified that the docket file contained 
inadequate disposition information for the radioactive material possessed under that license. 

By Memorandum dated May 10, 2001, the Air Force provided the NRC with supplemental 
information regarding the disposition of the radioactive material previously possessed under 
License 04-08699-01. The radioactive material was transferred to a second NRC license 
during 1984 followed by an Air Force master material license permit during 1985. Since the 
radioactive material has been accounted for, this concludes our review of this terminated sealed 
source file. 

Should you have any questions concerning this letter, please contact Dr. D. Blair Spitzberg, 
Chief, Fuel Cycle & Decommissioning Branch, at (81 7) 860-81 91 or Mr. Robert Evans at 
(81 7) 860-8234. 

Sincergy, / 

&$?d&&L&& 
Dwight D. Chamberlain, Dir tor 
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety 

Docket No.: 030-03657 
License No.: 04-08699-01 

Enclosure: 
Terminated License Status Report 
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ENCLOSURE 

Terminated License Status Report 

Final ORNL Score: 

Docket No. 

License No. 

Licensee Name: 

Mailing Address: 

Site Address: 

Regional Contact: 

Status Summary: 

14 

030-03657 

04-08699-01 

Department of the Air Force 

Sacramento Air Logistics Center 
Directorate of Maintenance 
McClellan Air Force Base, California 95652 

McClellan Air Force Base 

Robert Evans, PE, CHP, Health Physicist 
Fuel Cycle & Decommissioning Branch 
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety 

The U.S. Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) issued Byproduct Materials License 04-08699-01 
to the Department of the Air Force on August 21 , 1962, for possession of cesium-I 37 in sealed 
source form. The licensee planned to use up to 130 curies of the material in a Radiac 
instrument calibrator. The AEC added 12 millicuries of nickel-63 to the license during 
April 1972 for use in a gas chromatograph. During May 1979, the license was amended to 
allow the Air Force to possess two cesium-I 37 sealed sources instead of one. The license 
subsequently expired during March 1984. 

The Air Force submitted a license renewal application to the NRC, but the renewal was 
submitted after the expiration of License 04-08699-01. The NRC issued License 04-08699-05 
during April 1984 to the Air Force for the radioactive material that was previously possessed 
under License 04-08699-01. This second license was terminated by the NRC on December 18, 
1985, following issuance of Air Force master material license Permit 04-08699-05AFP for the 
radioactive material. (The NRC issued a master material license to the Air Force during 
June 1985, and the Air Force immediately began converting all active NRC licenses to 
radioactive material permits.) 

During March 1987, the Air Force decided to consolidate permits. The radioactive material 
previously possessed under Permit 04-08699-05AFP was transferred to McClellan Air Force 
Base Permit 04-1 01 17-02AFP on July 20,1987. 

During December 1993, the Air Force Radioisotope Committee was informed that the 
cesium-I 37 and nickel-63 sources were no longer in the possession of McClellan Air Force 
Base. The cesium-I 37 sources (the licensee apparently had more than two of these sources) 
were transferred to other NRC and State of California licensees, while the gas chromatograph 
containing the nickel-63 was transferred to another Air Force permittee. 
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In conclusion, Reqion IV recommends the closure of this terminated sealed source file because 
the radioactive material previously possessed under AEC/NRC License 04-08699-01 was 
transferred to a second NRC license. Later, the regulatory oversight of the radioactive material 
was transferred to the Air Force. The Air Force has maintained adequate transfer and/or final 
disposal records of the material since taking regulatory control of the sealed sources during 
1985. 


