
June 12, 2007

Mr. Mark H. Williams, Director
Office of License Application and Strategy
Office of Repository Development
U.S. Department of Energy
1551 Hillshire Drive
North Las Vegas, NV  89134-6321

SUBJECT: TOPICS FOR THE JUNE 26, 2007, U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION AND THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY TECHNICAL
EXCHANGE ON QUALITY ASSURANCE

Dear Mr. Williams:

This letter provides topics that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff would like
to discuss with the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) staff at the June 26, 2007, Technical
Exchange on quality assurance.  The goal of this meeting is for NRC staff to understand the
actions that DOE, Bechtel SAIC, LLC (BSC), and Sandia National Laboratory (SNL) are taking,
and plan to take, to ensure that DOE’s potential license application for the high-level waste
repository at Yucca Mountain, Nevada, meets the requirements of 10 CFR Part 63 and is
traceable, transparent, and technically sound.

Topics for discussion at the upcoming Technical Exchange should include, but are not limited
to, the following areas:

• DOE’s quality attributes and quality requirements for its potential license application.

• DOE’s primary concerns and impediments to producing a potential license application
that contains all DOE quality attributes and meets all DOE quality requirements.

• DOE’s metrics and methods it will use to determine that the potential license application
is complete, acceptable, and meets all DOE quality requirements.

• The activities and actions that DOE, BSC, and SNL are taking, and plan to take, to
ensure that the overall potential license application and its components meet all DOE
quality requirements.

• Roles, responsibilities, authority, and accountability of organizations within DOE, BSC,
and SNL for the effective implementation and improvement of DOE’s quality assurance
program and to ensure that the potential license application meets all DOE quality
requirements.

• DOE’s Office of Quality Assurance oversight plans and processes to ensure that the
potential license application meets all DOE quality requirements.
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• Methods, measures, and techniques DOE is employing to determine and improve the
effectiveness of the implementation of its quality assurance program.

• Status of open and recently closed Level A Condition Reports, and the results of
associated root/common cause analyses and extent of condition determinations.

If you have any questions about this matter, please contact Thomas Matula, of my staff, at
(301) 415-6700, or by e-mail, at tom1@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Aby Mohseni, Deputy Director
Division of High-Level Waste Repository Safety
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
  and Safeguards

cc:  See attached list.
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A. Kalt, Churchill County, NV A. Elzeftawy, Las Vegas Paiute Tribe      

R. Massey, Churchill/Lander County, NV J. Treichel, Nuclear Waste Task Force

I. Navis, Clark County, NV W. Briggs, Ross, Dixon & Bell

E. von Tiesenhausen, Clark County, NV R. Murray, DOE/OCRWM
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K. Kirkeby, NV Congressional Delegation J. Gervers, Clark County, NV

R. Loux, State of NV D. Beckman, BSC/B&A

S. Frishman, State of NV J. Raleigh, SNL

S. Lynch, State of NV J. Kennedy, Timbisha Shoshone Tribe

P. Guinan, Legislative Counsel Bureau B. Durham, Timbisha Shoshone Tribe

R. Clark, EPA R. Arnold, Pahrump Paiute Tribe
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J. Kessler, EPRI C. Dahlberg, Fort Independence Indian Tribe
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K. Skipper, USGS Egan, Fitzpatrick, Malsch, PLLC
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J. Williams, DOE/Washington, DC D. Crawford, Inter-Tribal Council of NV

A. Robinson, Robinson-Seidler I. Zabarte, Western Shoshone National Council

M. Plaster, City of Las Vegas S. Devlin

S. Rayborn, Sen. Reid’s Office G. Hudlow

L. Lehman, T-REG, Inc. D. Irwin, Hunton & Williams

B.J. Garrick, NWTRB P. Golan, DOE

T. Feigenbaum, BSC M. Rice, Lincoln County, NV

M. Urie, DOE G. Hellstrom, DOE
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B. Sagar, CNWRA L. Desell, RW/DOE
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Connie Simkins, Lincoln County E. Bonano, SNL

S.A. Orrell, SNL L. Newman, DOE/OCRWM
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• Methods, measures, and techniques DOE is employing to determine and improve the
effectiveness of the implementation of its quality assurance program.

• Status of open and recently closed Level A Condition Reports, and the results of
associated root/common cause analyses and extent of condition determinations.

If you have any questions about this matter, please contact Thomas Matula, of my staff, at
(301) 415-6700, or by e-mail, at tom1@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Aby Mohseni, Deputy Director
Division of High-Level Waste Repository Safety
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
  and Safeguards

cc:  See attached list.
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