
May 24, 2007

MEMORANDUM TO: William von Till, Chief
Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch
DURLD/DWMEP/FSME

FROM: Stephen J. Cohen, Hydrogeologist  /RA/
Uranium Recovery Licensing Branch
DURLD/DWMEP/FSME

SUBJECT: REPORT OF SIDEBAR MEETING WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF
ENERGY, MAY 14, 2007, FROM 2:00 PM TO 3:00 PM AT THE
CURTIS HOTEL IN DENVER, COLORADO

Enclosed is the report of the sidebar meeting between U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission staff and the U.S. Department of Energy on May 14, 2007, at the Curtis Hotel in 

Denver, Colorado.  If you have any questions, please contact me.

Enclosure:  Meeting Report
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Enclosure

MEETING REPORT

DATE: May 14, 2007

TIME: 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm

PLACE: The Curtis Hotel
1405 Curtis Street
Denver, Colorado

PURPOSE: Sidebar meeting to discuss the status of various Title I and Title II
Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation Control Act sites with the Department of
Energy.

ATTENDEES:  See attached Attendee List.

BACKGROUND: The Department of Energy (DOE) maintains abandoned uranium mill
tailings impoundments per Title I of the Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation
Control Act (UMTRCA) and also takes possession of reclaimed uranium
mill tailings sites under Title II of UMTRCA.

DISCUSSION: After all participants were introduced, DOE and U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) staff began discussing the status of various sites.

DOE inquired into the status of NRC’s Durita review.  NRC staff
commented that it spoke with Hecla via teleconference on May 9, 2007. 
The outcome was that Hecla has NRC’s report to review and provide
comments.

Western Nuclear Split Rock site - DOE began discussions with the
Nature Conservancy (NC) regarding NC’s role in managing the excess
properties within the long-term care boundary that are to be turned over
to DOE by Western Nuclear.  NC will not be involved with any property
located within the actual site boundary.

Pathfinder Lucky Mc - DOE real estate personnel signed an easement
and access agreement with Philp Sheep Company, although DOE-
Legacy Management (DOE-LM) personnel objected to certain conditions
of the agreement.  DOE and Pathfinder will renegotiate the agreements.

Tuba City - DOE attempted, over the past few years, to find funds to
remediate disposal sites outside the Tuba City site boundary that
apparently contained waste from the milling operations.  DOE attempted
to use Brownfields programs, Environmental Justice, Bright Lights, and 
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also worked with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency regarding
Superfund.  El Paso Gas & Electric has also been contacted to see if they
would remove the material and transport it to a DOE facility.

DOE noted that the Bear Creek license could still be terminated in FY07,
except that DOE is experiencing delays in land withdrawals by the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM).

DOE Priorities - Durango, Durita, Green River, New Rifle.

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Attendance List

ACTIONS: No Action



Attachment 

MEETING ATTENDEES

Date: Monday, May 14, 2007, Curtis Hotel, 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm

Topic:   Department of Energy.

NAME AFFILIATION PHONE NUMBER E-MAIL

Stephen J. Cohen USNRC 301-415-7182 sjc7@nrc.gov

Jack Whitten USNRC, Region IV 817-860-8197 jew1@nrc.gov

Latif Hamdan ACNW/USNRC 301-415-6639 lsh@nrc.gov

Bill von Till USNRC 301-415-0598 rwv@nrc.gov

Keith McConnell USNRC 301-415-7295 kim@nrc.gov

Ron Linton USNRC 301-415-7777 rcl1@nrc.gov

Robert Evans USNRC, Region IV 817-860-8234 rje@nrc.gov

Mark Plessinger Tetra Tech 970-487-3768 mark.plessinger@tetratech.com

Steve Schiesswohl DOE-LM 720-377-9683 steve.schiesswohl@lm.doe.gov

Tom Pauling DOE-LM 970-248-6048 tpauling@lm.doe.gov

Rich Bush DOE-LM 970-248-6073 rbush@lm.doe.gov

Jalena Maestas DOE-LM 970-248-6016 jalena.maestas@lm.doe.gov

Mike Widdop Stoller (DOE-LM) 970-248-6793 mwiddop@lm.doe.gov

Bill Montana DOE-LM 702-295-1899 montana@lm.doe.gov

By Teleconference

Tish O’Conor DOE

Paul Michalak USNRC
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