
June 19, 2007

Vanessa E. Quinn, Acting Director
Technological Hazards Division
National Preparedness Directorate
Federal Emergency Management Agency
1800 South Bell Street, Room 837
Crystal City-Arlington, VA 22202-3546

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE TO ADDRESS CONCERNS REGARDING
HOST CENTERS FOR SCHOOLS AROUND THE THREE MILE ISLAND
NUCLEAR STATION (PRM-50-85)

Dear Ms. Quinn:

We request the assistance of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in
addressing concerns received by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) regarding the
location of host school pickup points around the Three Mile Island Nuclear Station (TMI).

In a petition for rulemaking, Mr. Eric Epstein requested the creation of new NRC requirements 
that would mandate the extension of all host school pick-up centers to be at a minimum
distance of five to 10 miles beyond the plume exposure emergency planning zone (EPZ).  In his
request, Mr. Epstein asserted that although such a requirement exists for general population
relocation centers, host school pickup centers are only required to be outside the EPZ.  In
support of his request, Mr. Epstein identified four designated host centers for the West Shore
School District that he asserts do not meet the requested location criteria.

The NRC has docketed Mr. Epstein’s request as Petition for Rulemaking (PRM) 50-85.  We
would like FEMA assistance in the review of this petition (enclosed) and the assertions he has
made involving offsite preparedness.  Specifically,

• Does the existing regulatory guidance in NUREG-0654/FEMA-REP-1,“Criteria for
Preparation and Evaluation of Radiological Emergency Response Plans in Support of
Nuclear Power Plants,” and the guidance in Guidance Memorandum (GM) EV-2,
“Protective Actions for School Children,” adequately address Mr. Epstein’s concern?

• Were the locations of the four host centers identified by Mr. Epstein found to be
acceptable alternatives to Evaluation Criterion J.10(h) in NUREG-0654/FEMA-REP-1,
and the guidance in GM EV-2, “Protective Actions for School Children?”  On what basis?

• Do any of Mr. Epstein’s assertions warrant any further regulatory actions?
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Please review these issues and provide us a report of the results of your review.  Please
provide the basis for your conclusions in sufficient detail such that all stakeholders will have a
shared understanding of how the conclusions were reached.

This matter has been discussed between our respective staff members, and a date of July 31,
2007, has been selected as a proposed goal for FEMA’s response to this request for
assistance.  Please let us know if this date is not acceptable.  Should you need any assistance
with this matter, please contact Steve LaVie of my staff at 301-415-1081.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Nader L. Mamish, Deputy Director
For Emergency Preparedness
Division of Preparedness and Response
Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response

 

Enclosure:
As stated
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Please review these issues and provide us a report of the results of your review.  Please
provide the basis for your conclusions in sufficient detail such that all stakeholders will have a
shared understanding of how the conclusions were reached.

Please review these issues and provide us a report of the results of your review.  This matter
has been discussed between our respective staff members, and a date of July 15, 2007, has
been selected as a proposed goal for FEMA’s response to this request for assistance.  Please
let us know if this date is not acceptable.  Should you need any assistance with this matter,
please contact Steve LaVie of my staff at 301-415-1081.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Nader L. Mamish, Deputy Director
For Emergency Preparedness
Division of Preparedness and Response
Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response

 

Enclosure:
As stated
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