
May 24, 2007

MEMORANDUM TO: James W. Andersen, Chief
Performance Assessment Branch
Division of Inspection and Regional Support
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

FROM: Mark E. Tonacci, Reactor Operations Engineer /RA/
Performance Assessment Branch
Division of Inspection and Regional Support
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

SUBJECT: PUBLIC MEETING SUMMARIES FOR THE REACTOR OVERSIGHT
PROCESS HELD ON MAY 16, 2007, AND REACTOR OVERSIGHT
PROCESS APPEAL OF A FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION ON THE
MITIGATING SYSTEMS PERFORMANCE INDEX HELD ON MAY 9,
2007

On May 16, 2007, the staff hosted the monthly Reactor Oversight Process (ROP) Working
Group public meeting.  The attendance list for the meeting is contained in Enclosure 1.  The
agenda for the meeting is contained in Enclosure 2.

The new branch chief for the Reactor Inspection Branch was introduced.  The Inspection
Branch is continuing to review feedback from industry on the significance determination appeal
process.  An industry/staff subcommittee will be formed to address appeal process issues.  The
staff is soliciting input from industry on the need to develop performance indicators as part of
the implementation of the new 10 CFR Part 26 fitness for duty rule.  

Meeting participants discussed safety culture implementation, including the activities of an NRC 
Region IV task group that is assessing implementation consistency.  At appropriate points, the
the results of this task group will be shared with industry.  The staff also discussed the ROP
action matrix changes needed to implement recent direction provided by the Commission.  The
new guidance will require the Commission meet with the licensee with in 6 months of being
placed into Column IV.  

Meeting participants reviewed the draft of NEI 99-02 “Regulatory Assessment Performance
Indicator Guideline” that contains the new Unplanned Scrams with Complications performance
indicator (PI).  The guidance document was approved effective July 1, 2007.  The safety
system functional failure PI was discussed.  It was noted by the staff that there are areas of
discrepancy between what the industry has in the past reported as performance indicator
functional failures and what the staff would consider failures.  The staff will continue to
investigate this area.  
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The DC Cook frequently asked question (FAQ) 69.1, regarding a surveillance test failure of an
emergency diesel generator, was withdrawn by the licensee.  The staff noted that concerns
remain with the issue and that will be pursued via the inspection program.  The Kewaunee FAQ
69.2, introduced in the March 2007 meeting, was discussed again.  The subject of this FAQ is
an emergency diesel generator fuel oil line failure.  The discussion centered on the timeframe
for when the licensee discovered the unavailable condition; whether that was when the
degraded condition was first noticed by an operator, or several months later, when the licensee
conducted the engineering operability/unavailability determination. 

A public meeting was held at the NRC headquarters on May 9, 2007 to discuss the appeal of
the Seabrook FAQ 67.3; the issue of concern is the meaning of the term “independent of
maintenance” as used in the mitigating systems performance index (MSPI) guidance in NEI 99-
02.  This FAQ describes the failure of an emergency diesel generator post maintenance test
due to a jacket cooling water temperature switch premature actuation.  During the meeting,
Seabrook representatives acknowledged that the temperature switch was not part of the
“maintenance performed” as described by the emergency diesel generator major overhaul work
package.  The component which caused the failure was not designated for maintenance and
was not removed as interference.  Subsequent to the meeting, the Director of the Division of
Inspection and Regional Support concluded that the cause for failure was “independent of the
maintenance performed,” and thus the failure is not eligible for exclusion per the existing
guidance.  The impact of this decision is limited to this Seabrook FAQ and will not change
guidance in NEI 99-02.  However, the diesel failure must be counted in the emergency AC
power MSPI for the Seabrook station.

The date for the next meeting of the ROP Working Group is June 13, 2007.  The following
meeting is scheduled for July 18, 2007.

Enclosures:
1. Attendance List
2. Agenda 
3. FAQ Log, dated 5/07
4. ROP Working Group Action List - Status May 2007
5. INL SSFF by Category
6. Seabrook Appeal Presentation
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ATTENDANCE LIST
INDUSTRY/STAFF ROP PUBLIC MEETING

     NAME       AFFILIATION
1. Julie Keys NEI
2. Dave Midlik SNC
3. Don Olson Dominion
4. Lenny Sueper       NMC
5. Fred Mashburn TVA
6. Ken Heffner Progress
7. Kay E. Nicholson Duke
8. Jim Peschel Florida Power & Light
9. Al Haeger Exelon
10. Duane Kanitz STARS
11. Craig Sly Dominion
12. Robin Ritzman FGNOC
13. Gerald sowers APS
14. Roy Linthicum Exelon
15. Clare Goodman NRC
16. Arthur Salomon NRC
17. Jenny Weil McGraw Hill
18. David Desaulniers NRC
19. John Thompson NRC
20. Tim McCune NRC
21. James Andersen NRC
22. Terry Reis NRC
23. Paul Bonnett NRC
24. Harold Eichenholz NRC
25. Sonia Burgess NRC
26. Don Hickman NRC
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ROP  WORKING GROUP PUBLIC MEETING
AGENDA
May 16, 2007

9:00 a.m.  - 4:00 p.m.
Ramada Inn

1775 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

Conference Call Line: 888-709-9420
Pass Code: 1245     Meeting Leader: Mark Tonacci

Time Topic Process Leader

9:00 - 9:05 a.m. Introduction and Purpose of
Meeting

Discuss Tonacci

9:05 - 9:45 a.m. Reactor Inspection Branch
Topics
1.  T Reis Introduction  
2.  SDP appeal process feedback
3.  FFD Rule Input Request
4.  Other Topics

Share
information 1. T Reis

2. P Koltay
3. T McCune
4. T Reis

9:45 - 10:15 a.m. Performance Assessment Branch
Topics
1.Safety Culture Implementation
   - Cross-Cutting Issues
2.Brown’s Ferry 1 Restart
3.Commission SRM on Column IV 
4.Other topics

Share
information. 1. Gramm

2-4 Andersen

10:15 - 10:45 a.m. Discussion of PI Program
Improvements
1. Scrams w/ Complications
2. NEI 99-02 Rev 5 (PRA changes)
3. SSFF 

Discuss, share
information.

1. Keys/
Tonacci
2. Keys
3. Hickman

10:45 - 11:00 a.m. Break - Public Input

11:15 - 12:00 p.m. Discussion of PI Implementation
and FAQ Topics
Guidance Issues and Changes
1. MSPI Unavailability Issues
2. Guidance Change White Papers:
    - PRA Changes 

1.-2.  Share
information/
Discuss

1. Keys
2. Keys/
    Thompson



Enclosure 2

12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Lunch - Public Input

1:00 - 2:00 p.m. Guidance Interpretation
1.  FAQ 67.3 EDG B High Jacket      
     Wtr Temp, Seabrook Appeal
2. FAQ 69.2 Kewaunee
3. DC Cook re-introduced?
4. Ginna?
5. Peach Bottom?

1. Update 
2.- 5. Discuss,
gain agreement.

1. Staff 
2.-5. Keys

2:00 - 2:15 p.m. Break - Public Input

2:15 - 3:00 p.m. 1. Future Meeting Dates     
    6/13 , 7/18, 8/22 (already
selected)
2. Action Item Review
3. Future Topics
4. Meeting Critique

1. Select

2. Review
3. Decide
4. Discuss

 1.Tonacci

2. Keys
3. All
4. All

 3:00 - 3:15 p.m. Adjourn - Public Input
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