November 27, 2006

MEMORANDUM TO: Chairman Klein
Commissioner McGaffigan
Commissioner Merrifield
Commissioner Jaczko
Commissioner Lyons

FROM: Luis A. Reyes /RA/
Executive Director for Operations

SUBJECT: CHARTER FOR AN INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT OF THE
REACTOR OVERSIGHT PROCESS

By memorandum dated October 11, 2006, Chairman Klein directed the staff to develop a
Charter for conducting an independent assessment of the implementation of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission Reactor Oversight Process (ROP).

The staff is currently developing a comparison between the elements of the independent safety
assessment (ISA) performed at the Maine Yankee (MY) facility in 1996 that were not related to
the anonymous allegation and the current elements on the ROP. In addition, the staff will
identify any elements of the ISA performed at MY that are not included in the ROP and
determine why the element was not included.

The results of this study will provide information that may inform the development of the Charter
for an independent assessment of the ROP; therefore, the Charter and the results of the staff's
comparison will be provided to the Commission in December.

cc. SECY
OGC
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CFO

CONTACT: James Andersen, NRR/DIRS
301-415-3565
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