May 17, 2007

Mr. W. Edward Cummins Mr. Robert E. Brown

AP600 and AP1000 Projects General Manager, Regulatory Affairs
Westinghouse Electric Company General Electric Company

P.O. Box 355 3901 Castle Hayne Rd, MC A-45
Pittsburgh, PA 15230-0355 Wilmington, NC 28401

Mr. Keith Paulson Mr. Ronnie L. Gardner, Manager
Mitsubishi Nuclear Energy Systems, Inc. Site Operations and Regulatory Affairs
310 Oxford Drive, Suite 310 AREVA NP

Monroeville, PA 15146 3315 Old Forrest Road

P.O. Box 10935
Lynchburg, VA 24506-0935

SUBJECT: AIRCRAFT IMPACT ASSESSMENT FOR NEW REACTOR DESIGNS
Dear Messrs. Cummins, Paulson, Brown, and Gardner:

In the Staff Requirements Memorandum (SRM) to SECY-06-0204, “Proposed Rulemaking -
Security Assessment Requirements for New Nuclear Power Reactor Designs” (ADAMS
Accession No. ML071140119), the Commission directed the staff to prepare a proposed rule
that would add an aircraft impact assessment requirement to 10 CFR Part 52. The assessment
would be based on aircraft characteristics specified by the Commission and the requirement
would apply to all design certifications issued after the effective date of the rule and combined
licenses not referencing a certified design. The Commission believes that requiring applicants
to perform a rigorous aircraft impact assessment and describe design features to address
impacts beyond the design basis threat scenarios is consistent with the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission’s (NRC's) historic approach to the appropriate consideration of
beyond-design-basis events, and essentially models the position taken by the NRC in the 1985
severe accident policy statement.

The NRC staff has also been directed in the above SRM to provide information based on the
beyond-design-basis aircraft characteristics specified by the Commission to plant designers or
other stakeholders who have the need-to-know and who meet the NRC’s requirements for
possession of such information in order to conduct their assessments.

CONTACT: Wesley W. Held, NRO/DNRL/NGIF
301-415-1583



The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Commission’s decision and develop a protocol
for the transmittal of the characteristics to your company. The Commission recognizes that this
presents a challenge because the information will be designated as Safeguards Information
(SGI) or classified as SECRET. The staff will try to maintain these communications in the SGI
category. However, if it is determined that your company needs access to SECRET information
but is not cleared to receive such information, the staff will work in an expedited manner to
grant necessary clearances.

In order to ensure that the SGI discussed in this letter is properly controlled and provided only
to authorized individuals, the NRC will soon issue to you an order designating information
provided to you as SGI, and requiring that the SGI provided to you or generated by you be
protected in accordance with the requirements of 10 CFR Part 73. Pursuant to Section 149 of
the Atomic Energy Act, as amended, persons who will have access to SGI must be
fingerprinted and undergo an FBI identification and criminal history records check unless
excepted by NRC regulations. The order will therefore also require you to establish a
fingerprinting program unless one has previously been established pursuant to other NRC
orders. Once you have implemented the requirements set forth in the order, the NRC staff will
provide the aircraft characteristics in a timely fashion.

Your point of contact at the NRC for this effort is Wesley Held. He can be contacted by mail at
M/S 012D3, 11555 Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD 20852, by telephone at 301-415-1583, or by

email at wwh@nrc.gov. Please respond to him with the name of your security point of contact

for further communications on this topic.

Sincerely,

IRA/

David B. Matthews, Director
Division of New Reactor Licensing
Office of New Reactors
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