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OFFICE OF SECRETARY
RULEMAKINGS AND

ADJUDICATIONS STAFF

STATE OF NEW JERSEY Docket No. 50-219-LR

LEONARD T. CONNORS, JR. 9TH DISTRICT LEhISATIVE OFFICES CHRISTOPHER J. CONNORS
SENATOR--9TH DISTRICT 620 WEST LACEY ROAD ASSEMBLYMAN-9TH DIS'rRTCT

FORKED RIVER. NJ 08731 BRIAN B. RUMPF
(609) 693-6700 ASSEMIBLYMAN-9TH DI STRICT
(782) 240-0266

May 4, 2007

Mr. Dale E. Klein, Chairman *Transmltted via fax and by regular mail*
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of Public Affairs (OPA)
Washington, DC, 20555

RE: OYSTER CREEK NUCLEAR POWER GENERATING STATION - MAY 31, 2007 PUBLIC SESSION

Dear Chairman Klein:

The purpose of this letter is to strongly convey our disappointment in the NRC's decision to place
restrictions on those who may speak at the May 31, 2007 scheduled public session held by the Atomic Safety
and Licensing Board regarding the license renewal of the Oyster Creek Nuclear Power Generating Station.

It is our understanding that certain individuals affiliated with organizations involved with a contention
against the station's license renewal will not be permitted to speak. Consequently, this would apply to
environmental groups as well as AmeriGen, the station's owner, As the State Representatives of the station's
home municipality and surrounding areas, we urge the NRC to lift these restrictions on the grounds that such an
exclusionary policy erodes the spirit and integrity of the public hearing process.

Excluding an), segment of the community would be both counterproductive and unwarranted. In this
case, two of the parties removed from the process are both knowledgeable and intricately involved with the
complexities of the renewal process as well as related aspects concerning the facility. Without their
participation, it is unlikely this currently limited open public discussion will meet its potential to serve as an
informational meeting and/or engage the general public in the dynamics of the renewal process. In all
probability, it is more likely that prohibiting participation among selected groups will elicit feelings of distrust
and discontentment among those with anactive interest, most especially residents of communities in proximity
to the station.

Already, we have heard from residents frustrated with the NRC's decision to reject a request adopted
through resolution by the Ocean County Freeholder Board to hold a hearing on whether the potential of a
terrorist attack at the Oyster Creek facility should be among the specified aspects of consideration in the re-
licensing process. Compounded by the NRC's opposition to deny the request by Ocean County Freeholder Jack
Kelly on behalf of the Board for such a hearing, we fear that if the restrictions placed on the May 31 session are
not reconsidercd'and lifted, it will only add to the already existing public discontentment on this extremely
contentious issue.
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At this time, we would also like to take this opportunity to communicate the position held by our
Delegation with regard to the re-licensing process which would grant a 20-year extension for the plant to
operate. We oppose the license renewal for the continued operation of the Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating
Station without an objective, independent risk and vulnerability assessment which guarantees the safe operation
of the plant. Furthermore, any license renewal should be of shorter duration (preferably no more than five years)
which guarantees continued assessment and input fromrthe public as well as the industry.

Thank you, in advance, for your attention to this important request. It is our sincere hope that the NRC
will reconsider and allow anyone from the public to speak at the scheduled May 31 session. We look forward to
your timely response.

Sincerely,

LTCJRICJC/BER/js:km

Cc: Ocean County Freeholder Board



. . a . 4.. 2007-10 52AM -- . 8o..6iii P. -2

'EVES7 CaFalOR IMMEDIATE RELEASECapitalREL-3336
May 04, 2007Comm ents Contact: 609-693-6700

Senator Leonard T. Connors, Jr.
Assemblyman Christopher J. Connors
Assemblyman Brian.E, Rumpf . ----------

NEW JERSEY STATE LEGISLATURE
NRC CALLED ON TO REVERSE DECISION TO EXCLUDE GROUPS
FROM PUBLIC HEARING ON OYSTER CREEK NUCLEARPLANT
Connors, Connors & Rumpf Believe Exclusions Detrimental To Spirit of Open Public Hearing

Forked River: A letter was sent today by the 9th District Legislative Delegation to the

Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) asking that it reverse its decision to exclude

specific groups from speaking at a public hearing scheduled for May 31 on the license

renewal for the Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station. Two sessions have been

scheduled by the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board for May 31, 2007, both of which

will be held at the Ocean County Administrative Building in Toms River.

The public notice document issued by the NRC states "any person not a party or

representative of a party, to the proceeding will be permitted to make an oral statement

setting forth his or her position on matters of concern related to this proceeding." This

essentially bars a number of state environmental groups as well as AmeriGen, the

station's owner, from offering testimony at the hearing.

In their letter to the NRC, Senator Leonard T. Connors, Jr., Assemblyman

Christopher J. Connors and Assemblyman Brian E. Rumpf warned that restricting

participation at the session would be counterproductive and would only serve to

deepen the divide on the already controversial issue.

The 9th District Lawmakers made the following remarks in their letter:

"It is our understanding that certain individuals affiliated with organizations involved with a

contention against the station's license renewal will not be permitted to speak. Consequently,

this would apply to environmental groups as well as AmeriGen, the station's owner. As the

State Representatives of the station's home municipality and surrounding areas, we urge the

NRC to lift these restrictions on the grounds that such an exclusionary policy erodes the spirit

and integrity of the public hearing process.

--more --
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"Excluding any segment of the community would be both counterproductive and unwarranted.

In this case, two of the parties removed from the process are both knowledgeable and intricately

involved with the complexities of the renewal process as well as related aspects concerning the

facility. Without their participation, it is unlikely this currently limited open public discussion

will meet its potential to serve as an informational meeting and/or engage the general public in

the dynamics of the renewal process. In all probability, it is more likely that prohibiting

participation among selected groups will elicit feelings of distrust and discontentment among

those with an active interest, most especially residents of communities in proximity to the

station."

Connors, Connors and Rumpf also took the opportunity to reiterate their position on

the re-licensing of Oyster Creek to the NRC.

"At this time, we would also like to take this opportunity to communicate the position held by

our Delegation with regard. to the re-licensing process which would grant a 20-year extension

for the plant to operate. We oppose the license renewalfor the continued operation of the Oyster

Creek Nuclear Generating Station without an objective, independent risk and vulnerability

assessment which guarantees the safe operation of the plant. Furthermore, any license renewal

should be of shorter duration (preferably no more than five years) which guarantees continued

assessment and input from the public as well as the industry."

A copy of the Delegation's letter to the NRC has been attached.


