
June 5, 2007

Dr. William J. Shack, Chairman
Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC  20555

SUBJECT: DRAFT REVISION 1 TO REGULATORY GUIDE 1.200 (DG-1161), “AN
APPROACH FOR DETERMINING THE TECHNICAL ADEQUACY OF
PROBABILISTIC RISK ASSESSMENT RESULTS FOR RISK-INFORMED 
ACTIVITIES,” AND SRP SECTION 19.1, “DETERMINING THE TECHNICAL
ADEQUACY OF PROBABILISTIC RISK ASSESSMENT RESULTS FOR
RISK-INFORMED ACTIVITIES”

Dear Dr. Shack:

Thank you for the letter, dated October 23, 2006, from the Advisory Committee on Reactor
Safeguards (ACRS) which provides recommendations regarding the Draft Revision 1 to
Regulatory Guide 1.200 (DG-1161), “An Approach for Determining the Technical Adequacy of
Probabilistic Risk Assessment Results for Risk-informed Activities,” and SRP Section 19.1,
“Determining the Technical Adequacy of Probabilistic Risk Assessment Results for Risk-
informed Activities.”  The staff’s responses to the ACRS’ recommendations are provided below.

Recommendation 1:  
Revision to Regulatory Guide (RG) 1.200 and Standard Review Plan (SRP) should be issued
for use after reconciliation of public comments.

Staff Response:  
Revision 1 to RG 1.200 was published in January 2007.  SRP Chapter 19.1, Revision 2 will be
published by June 2007.  The comments received as a result of the public review and comment
period were reviewed by the staff, and the RG and SRP were revised, as appropriate.  The staff
did not make any significant changes to RG 1.200 or SRP Chapter 19.1 as a result of the public
comments.  (See letter from Mary Drouin to John Monninger, “Resolution of Stakeholder
Comments on DG-1161,” November 30, 2006, ML070040474).

Recommendation 2:  
A regulatory guide on how to perform sensitivity and uncertainty analyses should be developed.

Staff Response:  
The ACRS in previous correspondence recommended that guidance should be developed on
how to perform sensitivity and uncertainty analyses.  Such guidance should include discussion
of the roles of sensitivity and uncertainty analyses, as well as practical procedures for
performing these analyses.  The guidance should address not only how uncertainties should be
treated in the PRA, but also how they impact decision making.  The staff initiated this effort and
has held initial meetings with the public and the ACRS.  A draft NUREG was issued for internal
staff review.  



W. Shack -2-

The staff intends to issue the draft NUREG for public review and comment in August 2007 and
hold further meetings with the public and the ACRS.  During these meetings, the staff will
discuss with the ACRS the interrelationship between the draft NUREG on sensitivity and
uncertainty analyses and the various NRC Regulatory Guides on using risk information in
decision making (e.g., Regulatory Guide 1.174, Revision 1, “An Approach For Using
Probabilistic Risk Assessment In Risk-Informed Decisions on Plant-Specific Changes To The
Licensing Basis,” Regulatory Guide 1.200, Revision 1, “An Approach For Determining the
Technical Adequacy Of Probabilistic Risk Assessment Results for Risk-Informed Activities”).

The staff will continue to interact with the ACRS as RG 1.200 is revised in the future, and as the
staff proceeds with the NUREG on the treatment of uncertainties and sensitivities.

Sincerely,

/RA William F. Kane Acting For/

Luis A. Reyes
Executive Director 
   for Operations

cc: Chairman Klein
Commissioner McGaffigan
Commissioner Merrifield
Commissioner Jaczko
Commissioner Lyons
SECY
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