
May 14, 2007

MEMORANDUM TO: Management Review Board Members:

Martin J. Virgilio, DEDMRT
Charles L. Miller, FSME
Karen D. Cyr, OGC

FROM: Janet R. Schlueter, Director /RA/
Division of Materials Safety and State Agreements
Office of Federal and State Materials
  and Environmental Management Programs

SUBJECT: CALIFORNIA’S REQUEST TO MODIFY FREQUENCY OF
HEIGHTENED OVERSIGHT CALLS

The State of California has requested a change in frequency to their Heightened Oversight calls
with the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC).  Currently, California and appropriate
NRC staff hold bimonthly calls to discuss the status of actions identified in their Program
Improvement Plan, as directed by the Management Review Board (MRB) during the June 15,
2006, MRB meeting.  Staff is proposing that the call frequency be changed to once every 4
months.  At this time, California has completed all actions associated with open
recommendations from the 2006 Followup IMPEP report with the exception of adopting
compatible regulations.  The State is actively working on adopting compatible regulations;
however, due to California’s cumbersome regulation adoption process, there is little progress to
report on a bimonthly basis.  By extending the interval between calls, California will be able to
focus their resources on completing the required regulations and will have more significant
progress to report during the calls.

The California Agreement State Program is scheduled for a full Integrated Materials
Performance Evaluation Program (IMPEP) review in March 2008.  The change in call frequency
will decrease the number of formal interactions with the State from four to two until the March
2008 IMPEP review; however, staff will ensure that means are in place to become cognizant of
major accomplishments or potential setbacks in-between Heightened Oversight calls with the
State, as well.

Barring any objections, we are inclined to accede to California’s request and modify the
frequency of Heightened Oversight calls to once every 4 months.  If you do have an objection,
we would appreciate receiving your input within two weeks from the date of this memorandum. 
Thank you for considering this request.

cc: Gary Butner, CA
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