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RIVERKFEPER. . .

Dale Klein
Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One White Flint North
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, Maryland 20852-2738

May 2, 2007

Dear Chairman Klein:-

* Riverkeeper is formally requesting that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
reverse its decision to limit public participation in the relicensing of nuclear power plants,
and reinstate its policy of providing at least three public meetings during the license
renewal process.

On April 30, 2007 EntergyNuclear Northeast submitted its license renewal application
for the Indian Point nuclear power plant located in Buchanan, New York. According to
informnation obtained from the NRC's website on the status of reactor license renewals,
agency staff reduced the number of public meetings in the license renewal review
schedule beginning in August 2006 with the Fitzpatrick application from three to two,
greatly diminishing the public's ability to understand and participate in the nuclear power
plant license renewal process. This was accomplished by combining the initial public
information meeting on the license renewal process and the meeting on environmental
scoping into one meeting, held several months after the application is submitted. License
renewal schedules prior to Fitzpatrick,. such as for Vermont Yankee and Pilgrim, ensured
that the public information meeting took place approximately a month after the
application was submitted, much sooner than the current schedule provides. This change
does a disservice to the public in two critical ways.

First, combining the meetings does not allow the public time to use knowledge about the
environmental review process they would have learned in the initial information meeting
to augment comments made at the environmental scoping meeting, which would have
taken place several months later. Instead, the public is expected to learn about the
renewal process during the first half of the meeting, and make substantive scoping
comments during the second half. This abridged process virtually guarantees that the
quality and quantity of public comments and questions will be diminished.

Second, combining two public meetings into one undoubtedly results-in less actual time.
for the public to ask questions and submit comments. This clearly reduces the number of
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concerned citizens who will be able to fully participate at a single meeting.
Notwithstanding the public's continuing opportunity to file written comments on the
scoping process, that is no substitute for a live public forum at which citizens can ask
specific questions of the NRC staff.

In a time when the NRC is attempting to improve its public image and increase publicconfidence in its ability to oversee the nuclear industry, limiting public participation in acrucial process such as the relicensing of a nuclear power plant does little to increase
public faith in the agency charged with protecting public health and safety regarding the
operation of nuclear facilities.

We live in a society based on democratic principles. Thp public deserves the right toparticipate fully in this democratic process - cutting comers denies this right. Therefore,
we urge the NRC to reinstate its policy of providing at least three public meetings,
11;IUO4Ain si.en.se re.e..lp.--est and .0,coping idetings.du -t. the renewal
reviews of nuclear power plants, beginning with Indian Point..

We look forward to receiving a response from your office.

Sincerely,

Lisa Rainwater, PhD
Indian Point Campaign Director

CC:
Commissioner Merrifield
Commissioner Lyons
Commissioner Jaczko
Commissioner McGaffigan
Sam Collins, RegionAl Administrator, Region I


