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        MEMORANDUM AND ORDER
   (Directing the Filing of Status Reports)

In recently granting the hearing request of the New Jersey Department of

Environmental Protection in this proceeding involving the decommissioning of the

ShieldAlloy Metallurgical Corporation’s Newfield, New Jersey site, this Board further

determined that the proceeding should be held in a state of suspension pending the

completion of the NRC Staff’s technical review of the submitted decommissioning plan. 

LBP-07-05, 65 NRC__ (Mar. 28, 2007).  Although the Staff might well now have a target

date for that completion and the issuance of its Safety Evaluation Report and

Environmental Impact Statement, it is likely that that date will not prove to be the actual

time at which both of the two documents will become publicly available.  Consequently,

there is existing uncertainty regarding when the proceeding will once again become

active and require the attention of this Board.

That uncertainty might be unavoidable.  Nonetheless, the effective management

of the large number of cases that are likely to be before licensing boards over the course
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* Copies of this Order were sent by e-mail transmission on this date to counsel for (1)
Licensee Shieldalloy Metallurgical Corp.; (2) Intervenor New Jersey Deptartment of
Environmental Protection; (3) the NRC Staff; and (4) local governmental bodies
(Gloucester County, Cumberland County, and the Borough of Newfield). 

of the next several years makes it imperative that, to the maximum extent possible, it be

known during what period particular proceedings will require the expenditure of

considerable time on the part of the judges assigned to them.  For that reason, this

Board is hereby directing the Staff to file reports at two-month intervals (i.e. bi-monthly)

that are to contain (1) a brief statement regarding the then status of the technical review;

and (2) the Staff’s then best estimate as to the completion date of the review and the

release of the documents associated with it.  The first such report shall be filed and

served on or before June 8, 2007.  All subsequent reports shall likewise be filed and

served no later than the end of the first full week of the month when due under the bi-

monthly schedule.

It is so ORDERED.

FOR THE ATOMIC SAFETY 
  AND LICENSING BOARD*

/RA/
                                                    
Alan S. Rosenthal, Chairman
ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE

Rockville, Maryland
May 8, 2007
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