
 
 
From:  "^PNNL NRC Vogtle" <nrc.vogtle@pnl.gov> 
To:   <VOGTLE_EIS@nrc.gov> 
Date:   5/7/2007 1:48:14 PM  
Subject:  FW: Vogtle Nuclear Plant Expansion  
 
________________________________ 
 
From: Elliott, Douglas B  
Sent: Tuesday, November 07, 2006 12:11 PM 
To: Browning, Jeff 
Subject: RE: Vogtle Nuclear Plant Expansion 
 
 
Thank you very much for that information!  That helps a great deal. 
  
Regards, 
Doug Elliott 
 
________________________________ 
 
From: Browning, Jeff [mailto:JBROWNING@columbiacountyga.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 07, 2006 5:29 AM 
To: Elliott, Douglas B 
Subject: RE: Vogtle Nuclear Plant Expansion 
 
 
 
Mr. Elliott: 
 
The short answer from my perspective is that the actual construction 
process at the Vogtle Nuclear Plant likely would have minimal to very 
modest impact on Columbia County.  Further, major construction events in 
our county usually are considered from a land use, utility and traffic 
perspective, but not usually from the standpoint of regional impact 
(temporary workers, etc.). 
 
  
 
As you probably know Columbia County is about 40 miles north of the 
Vogtle Nuclear Plant.  The consolidated government of Augusta-Richmond 
County is between the two of us.  Consequently, one could logically 
expect this "central" county to absorb much of the work force involved 
with the plant expansion, as well as much of any permanent employment 
increase.  However, some of the work force that would be at upper and 
management levels might be expected to live in Columbia County since we 
are the upper income suburban setting for this metropolitan area.  In 



essence, both the distance factor as well as the historical demographics 
would tend to mitigate the actual population impacts of this plant 
expansion on Columbia County. 
 
  
 
If this plant expansion generated a sizeable increase in employment base 
and population (either temporary or permanent) Columbia County might 
share the increase in traffic within the region.  I do not believe we 
would experience problems such as housing shortages since our average 
housing price in this county is significantly above median prices for 
this region. 
 
  
 
Columbia County is a rapidly growing county within a moderate size 
metropolitan area that is experiencing modest to moderate growth.  We 
are used to dealing with large subdivision developments, and are now 
seeing significantly larger commercial developments coming to the county 
that require attention not only to the obvious issues of proper zoning 
but adequate infrastructure such as utility services, storm water 
management, and adequate traffic capacity.  We are becoming more 
sophisticated at dealing with individual projects as well as 
anticipating long range needs for the county based upon growth 
projections.  We have not concentrated on impacts of a regional nature 
quite frankly because, unlike Atlanta, for example, our region rarely 
experiences major instances of growth.  Our regional growth is more 
modest and predictable.  Even in Columbia County that absorbs a 
significant share of that growth, the rate of growth is rather 
predictable.  
 
  
 
I hope this information is helpful. 
 
  
 
Jeff Browning  
 
  
 
________________________________ 
 
From: Elliott, Douglas B [mailto:douglas.elliott@pnl.gov]  
Sent: Monday, November 06, 2006 4:45 PM 
To: Browning, Jeff 



Subject: Vogtle Nuclear Plant Expansion 
 
  
 
Dear Mr. Browning,  
I am working with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to evaluate 
the recent application to expand the Vogtle Nuclear Plant, located down 
river from you. As part of the application process, we complete an 
environmental impact statement that assesses both environmental and 
economic impacts on the region. During the expansion of the plant, there 
will be the need for a few thousand construction workers. Although none 
of this construction would take place in Columbia County, I wanted to 
touch base with someone familiar with planning in your area to make sure 
that we appropriately assess all various impacts. As part of the impact 
statement we are presuming that a number of the construction workers may 
temporarily be relocating to the greater Augusta area and/or may be 
drawn from the existing pool of construction workers in the area.  It is 
also quite possible that a significant number of the eventual permanent 
workers at the expanded plant may choose to live in Columbia County. 
 
One of the things I was wondering is how you might go about addressing 
major construction events as part of your planning, in general. For 
example, if a hospital in your county was planning on some major 
construction, do you only address the land-use issues involved with the 
construction of this facility, or do you consider any of the impacts of 
temporarily housing the construction workforce? If so, are there any 
rules of thumb or experiences that we might draw from to assess some of 
the construction impacts of the Vogtle nuclear plant? Are there any 
transportation issues that would arise from a construction event taking 
place in a nearby county? In general, I wonder if you have any concerns 
or any planning issues that you would like to raise regarding the future 
construction and operation of two new reactors at the Vogtle Nuclear 
Plant. 
 
If you think that you are not the person who should (or would want to) 
respond to these types of questions and/or you have someone else in mind 
who would be more appropriate for me to contact, please let me know. 
 
Thank you,  
Doug Elliott  
 
-----------------  
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, Portland Operations  
620 SW 5th Ave., Suite 810  
Portland, OR 97204  
503.417.7556 (voice)  



503.417.2175 (fax)  
douglas.elliott@pnl.gov  
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From: Elliott, Douglas B  
Sent: Tuesday, November 07, 2006 12:11 PM 
To: Browning, Jeff 
Subject: RE: Vogtle Nuclear Plant Expansion 
 
Thank you very much for that information!  That helps a great deal. 
  
Regards, 
Doug Elliott 
 

From: Browning, Jeff [mailto:JBROWNING@columbiacountyga.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 07, 2006 5:29 AM 
To: Elliott, Douglas B 
Subject: RE: Vogtle Nuclear Plant Expansion 
 
Mr. Elliott: 
The short answer from my perspective is that the actual construction process at the Vogtle Nuclear Plant likely would have 
minimal to very modest impact on Columbia County.  Further, major construction events in our county usually are considered from 
a land use, utility and traffic perspective, but not usually from the standpoint of regional impact (temporary workers, etc.). 
  
As you probably know Columbia County is about 40 miles north of the Vogtle Nuclear Plant.  The consolidated government of 
Augusta-Richmond County is between the two of us.  Consequently, one could logically expect this “central” county to absorb 
much of the work force involved with the plant expansion, as well as much of any permanent employment increase.  However, 
some of the work force that would be at upper and management levels might be expected to live in Columbia County since we are 
the upper income suburban setting for this metropolitan area.  In essence, both the distance factor as well as the historical 
demographics would tend to mitigate the actual population impacts of this plant expansion on Columbia County. 
  
If this plant expansion generated a sizeable increase in employment base and population (either temporary or permanent) 
Columbia County might share the increase in traffic within the region.  I do not believe we would experience problems such as 
housing shortages since our average housing price in this county is significantly above median prices for this region. 
  
Columbia County is a rapidly growing county within a moderate size metropolitan area that is experiencing modest to moderate 
growth.  We are used to dealing with large subdivision developments, and are now seeing significantly larger commercial 
developments coming to the county that require attention not only to the obvious issues of proper zoning but adequate 
infrastructure such as utility services, storm water management, and adequate traffic capacity.  We are becoming more 
sophisticated at dealing with individual projects as well as anticipating long range needs for the county based upon growth 
projections.  We have not concentrated on impacts of a regional nature quite frankly because, unlike Atlanta, for example, our 
region rarely experiences major instances of growth.  Our regional growth is more modest and predictable.  Even in Columbia 
County that absorbs a significant share of that growth, the rate of growth is rather predictable.  
  
I hope this information is helpful. 
  
Jeff Browning  
  

From: Elliott, Douglas B [mailto:douglas.elliott@pnl.gov]  
Sent: Monday, November 06, 2006 4:45 PM 
To: Browning, Jeff 
Subject: Vogtle Nuclear Plant Expansion 
  

Dear Mr. Browning,  
I am working with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to evaluate the recent application to expand the Vogtle Nuclear 
Plant, located down river from you. As part of the application process, we complete an environmental impact statement that 
assesses both environmental and economic impacts on the region. During the expansion of the plant, there will be the need for a 
few thousand construction workers. Although none of this construction would take place in Columbia County, I wanted to touch 
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base with someone familiar with planning in your area to make sure that we appropriately assess all various impacts. As part of 
the impact statement we are presuming that a number of the construction workers may temporarily be relocating to the greater 
Augusta area and/or may be drawn from the existing pool of construction workers in the area.  It is also quite possible that a 
significant number of the eventual permanent workers at the expanded plant may choose to live in Columbia County. 

One of the things I was wondering is how you might go about addressing major construction events as part of your planning, in 
general. For example, if a hospital in your county was planning on some major construction, do you only address the land-use 
issues involved with the construction of this facility, or do you consider any of the impacts of temporarily housing the construction 
workforce? If so, are there any rules of thumb or experiences that we might draw from to assess some of the construction impacts 
of the Vogtle nuclear plant? Are there any transportation issues that would arise from a construction event taking place in a 
nearby county? In general, I wonder if you have any concerns or any planning issues that you would like to raise regarding the 
future construction and operation of two new reactors at the Vogtle Nuclear Plant. 

If you think that you are not the person who should (or would want to) respond to these types of questions and/or you have 
someone else in mind who would be more appropriate for me to contact, please let me know. 

Thank you,  
Doug Elliott  

-----------------  
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, Portland Operations  
620 SW 5th Ave., Suite 810  
Portland, OR 97204  
503.417.7556 (voice)  
503.417.2175 (fax)  
douglas.elliott@pnl.gov  
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