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UNDERWOOD ENGINEERING COMPANY 
SOII, Sr I ~ O U N I ~ A T I O N  ENGINEERING 

143 Harding Avc. Bellinawr, NJ 08031 

April 0, 2007 

I <  1:. Theft of’a Nuclear Den\ity Gauge 
rvl od c i 3 4 3 0, Sc r i ai i t  ii 3 0 5 0 u 
Sealcd Source: CS 137 8.0 MCI. A M  241 BE 40 MCI 

I I K  pui-posc of llic report IS  to inlhrm you that on March 19, 2007 between 1O:OO A M  and 4:30 I’M a 
11 ticlcai. dciisily gauge was stolen from Underwood Engineering, license number 29-23425-0 1 . l’lie 
ynngc w a ~  taken fi-om our technician’s veliiclc at the Audenried High School project at 330 I Taskcr 
Stiwet, I’hiladelpliia, Pa. The gaiige w a s  locked and secured to the vehicle at  the time of theft. Oflicer 
(irilliii. hadgc 110625 w a s  notificcl that afternoon :it approximately 5 :  10 PM and the Nuclear Rcgulatoiy 
(’oiiiiiiisaion \vas notified on March 20, 2007 at approxiinately 8:00 AM.  The gauge was located :it 

hicutown Salvagc Yard i n  I’liiladelphra, PA on March 22, 2007, Underwood Engineering was contacted 
a t  al’l’i’(~\iiiiately 1 1 : 15 A M  on tha t  date. Applied Health Systems \vas I-ctained by oiir conipany to 
iciiio\’c tlic gaiigc and return it  to 0111‘ office for disposal. Field leak tcsts were perl’ormcct and i t  \vas 
tlctei.niiiicd t h a t  there w a s  no coiitaiiiiiiatioii to the area i n  which the nuclear gauge was recovered. ’Tlic 
yaiigc w a s  sent to Troxler Inc. 3 O O X  Coimwallis Road, Research Trianglc Park, N(’ on Api-11 3, 2007. 
\Vc i~cccived coiilii~iiiation t h a t  tlic y i igc  wis delivered 011 April 5 ,  2007. 

I1’1lic.i.c I \  m y  addition in1’oi~m:rtioii that is needed in the above matter, please feel free to contact Pati.icici 
13clllcsdCrti’l~. 

l<cspcctl’iilly siilmiittcd. 
I 11 d c r \v oo d I< 11 g i nee r i 11 g 
Testing Co., Inc. 

1)ircctor Testing & Inspection c 
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NRC: Event Notification Report for March 21,2007 

Other Nu'clear Material 

Rep Org: UNDERWOOD ENGINEERING 
Licensee: UNDERWOOD ENGINEERING 
Reg'ion: 1 
City: BELMAR State: NJ 
County: 
License #: 29-23425-01 
Agreement: N 
Docket: 
NRC Notified By: PATRICIA BEMESDERFER 
HO OPS Officer: JEFF ROTTON 

Emergency Class: NON EMERGENCY 
10 CFR Section: 
20.2201(a)(l)(i) - LOST/STOLEN LNM>1000X 

Page 1 of 1 

Event Number: 43251 

Notification Date: 03/20/2007 
Notification Time: 07:41 [ET] 
Event Date: 03/19/2007 
Event Time: 17:OO [EDT] 
Last Update Date: 03/20/2007 

Person (Organization): 
MEL GRAY (Rl)  
GREG MORELL (FSME) 
ILTAB (email) () 

This material event contains a "Less than Cat 3" level of radioactive material. I 
Event Text 

STOLEN TROXLER MOISTURE DENSITY GAUGE 

Licensee's truck was parked at worksite from 0930 until 1700 EDT on 03/19/07 with the gauge triple locked in the bed 
of the truck the entire day. When the licensee's employee was leaving the worksite at the end of the workday, it was 
noticed that the gauge was missing. The worksite is located Audenreid High School, 3301 Tasker Street, Philadelphia, 
PA. The Philadelphia Police Department was notified (Report # 07-17-011252). The gauge is a Troxler, Model 3430, 
Serial Number 030500 with a Cs-137 8 millicurie source, and an Am-241:Be 40 millicurie source. 

THIS MATERIAL EVENT CONTAINS A "LESS THAN CAT 3" LEVEL OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL 

Sources that are "Less than IAEA Category 3 sources," are either sources that are very unlikely to cause permanent 
injury to individuals or contain a very small amount of radioactive material that would not cause any permanent injury. 
Some of these sources, such as moisture density gauges or thickness gauges that are Category 4, the amount of 
unshielded radioactive material, if not safely managed or securely protected, could possibly - although it is unlikely - 
temporarily injure someone who handled it or were otherwise in contact with it, or who were close to it for a period of 
many weeks. 

http://www .nrc.gov/reading-~doc-collections/event-status/event/2007/2007032 1 en.htm1 04/27/2007 

http://www


UNDERWOOD ENGINEERING COMPANY 
SOIL & FOUNDATXON ENGXNEERTNG 

143 Harding Avc. Bellmatvr, NJ 08031 

.I 

Will iam R. IJnderwood, PE - President Phoiie (556) 933-1818 Fax (S56) 931-7124 - 
n .--_ I 

M a y  I ,  2007 

11,s. N R C  IXcgion 1 
4TTh’: Sattai 
475 Allendale Road 
King orPrussia, PA 19406-1415 

RE: Tliefi ora  Nuclear Density Gauge 
Moclcl 3430, Serial #030500 
Sealcd Source: CS 137 8.0 MCJ, A M  241 BE 40 MCI 

Tl ic  purpose of  the rcporl is to iiifoiin YOU Ihilt on M n ~ c h  19, 2007 between 10.00 AM and 4:30 PM a Iluclcar 
(Icnstt)’ gaugc was stolen f ioi i i  Underwood Enginccring, liccnsc number 29-23425-01. The gaugc was taken fro171 
ow lcclinician’s vehiclc at the Audeiincd High School projcci a1 330 I Tnskcr Strcci, Pliilndelpliia, Pa. Tllc gauge 
was lockccl and sccured Lo tlie vchtcle at tlie tmie or illeft. Officcr Crriflin, badge $9625 was notified that 
aflcrnooii at approxinintcly 5 :  I O  Phil and rhc Nuclcar Regulatory Commission w a s  notified on March 20, 2007 at 
approuimatcly 8:00 AM. Uiidcrwood Engineeriiig’s Radiation SaMy OTftccr, iinmediatdy after thc iiicidcnt, 
coiiducted a meeting with tlic ceiii ficcl gauge uscrs to revicw transpoilation and sarcly issues. A1 approximatcly 
1 1 : 15 AM on March 22, 2007. Uiidenvood Eiigiiiccsing was notificd by Hoineland Securily tlint the gnugc was 
found Uiidcrwood Enginccring was told by Ilie olficcr not to come to the sitc. At approxiiuatcly 4: 15 PM wc 
wcrc coninclcd by ilic NRC and was askcd to come to the sitc. Upon our arrival, w c  round that what appcarcd to 
Iic out gauge was 111 a trash can inslde l l i c  Nicciown Salvage Yard in Philadelphia Undcrwoocl Engineering was 
mltccl to contact a IicciiFcd company to handle and rcmovc the gaugc. Duc to the time of day w c  wcrc unnble to 
achicvc Iliat. Underwood rcprcscntation l e f t  the site at approximately 9:50 Ilia! cvcning and returncd at  $ 3 0  11ic 
following morning. Applied I-leaItli Sysicnu was retained by our company to remove thc gauge and arrived on 
sile at approximately 3: 15 I‘M After removing the contents of the trash can, il mias detcrinined llial Lhc soiircc rod 
a id  Iiaiitllc asscmbly and Ccsium 137 was round. However, thc gaugc housing aiid Rincricium KTIS not nnd to 
lliis datc has not been rccovercd. 

Field leak tesis wcrc pcrrorlncd and it was detciinincd that tlicre was no cotitamination to thc arca in which the 
nitclcnr gauge was recovered. The gauze was sent to Troxler Inc. 3008 Cornwallis Road, Rcscarch Trianglc Park. 
NC on April 3 ,  2007. W e  reccivctl confirmation that tlic gauge was delivered on April 5 ,  2007. 

1f ~I icrc  is any addition i n h i m t i o n  thnt is needed in the above matter. please kel frcc to contacl Patricia 
B e111 escl d e r .  

Respectfully siibiiii1tcd. 
e)ndcrwood Engineering 
Tes l  ing COC !7 

Ktricia Bcnicsclsrrcr. RSO 
Dircctor Testing & Inspection 

R~spectfully si1 bnii tlcd, 
Underwood Engineering 
Testing Co., Ync. 

Gcncral Mnnagn 


