SAFETY EVALUATION REPORT

DOCKET: 70-734

LICENSEE: General Atomics
San Diego, CA

SUBJECT: REQUEST TO RELEASE PORTIONS OF GENERAL ATOMICS’ FACILITY TO
UNRESTRICTED USE: “NON-REACTOR PORTION OF THE TRIGA
(BUILDING 21) REACTOR SITE,” “BUILDING 2, SERVICE CORRIDOR A,” AND
‘FORMER L-307 TANK PIT SITE” (TACS L31978, L32601, L32615)

BACKGROUND

General Atomics (GA) has continued to decontaminate and decommission a number of its
licensed nuclear facilities at their Sorrento Valley Site in San Diego, CA. By letters dated
November 20, 2006 (Non-reactor Portion of the Triga (Building 21) Reactor Site),

December 6, 2006 (Building 2, Service Corridor A), and February 7, 2007 (Former L-307 Tank
Pit Site), General Atomics requested that these portions be released to unrestricted use, and
submitted the Final Radiological Survey Report for each area.

DISCUSSION

Portions of Building 21, which reside under the jurisdiction of GA's SNM-696 license, are the
subject of the November 20, 2006 request. The southern portion of the building contains GA's
two TRIGA reactors covered by separate non-power reactor licenses R-38 and R-67. The roof
portion of Building 21 was released on May 18, 2006, by Amendment 85. GA's final surveys
examined 100% of the surfaces below the two meter height and 10% of surfaces above the two
meter height. In addition, soil samples were collected from inside and outside of the building.
Confirmatory surveys were documented in Inspection Report IR 070-00734/07-001
(MLO71210461).

Decommissioning activities were conducted in Building 2 from 1994 through 2003. Concrete
walls, drains, and ventilation systems were disposed of as Low Level Radioactive Waste. The
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) performed detailed confirmatory surveys in
Building 2, Service Corridor A, including ambient gamma radiation measurements, surface
scans, fixed-point measurements, and swipe samples, to verify that the areas met the approved
release criteria. Confirmatory surveys were documented in Inspection Report 070-00734/06-00
(ML05262060).

The "Former L-307 Tank Pit Site" is the portion of land where an underground low-level
radioactive liquid waste tank was formerly located. The tank was excavated along with some
contaminated soil for disposal as radioactive waste in 1984. Since 2003, GA has taken soil
samples, including core samples, as far down as 20 feet, to ensure that

the entire area complies with the release criteria. Confirmatory surveys were documented in
Inspection Report IR 070-00734/07-001 (ML0O71210461).
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The results of all confirmatory surveys were less than the criteria for unrestricted release,
specified in the Site Decommissioning Plan, dated October 11, 1996, and were consistent with
the results obtained by the licensee.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

These changes do not affect the scope or nature of the licensed activities. 10 CFR 51.22 ( c)(11)
allows for a categorical exclusion if the following requirements have been satisfied:

(a) There is no significant change in the types, or significant increase in the amounts
of any effluents that may be released offsite.

(b) There is no significant increase in the individual or cumulative occupational
radiation exposure.

(c) There is no significant construction impact.

(d) There is no significant increase in the potential for, or consequences from
radiological accidents.

There are no longer nuclear fuel manufacturing activities being conducted at GA, nor does GA
still have such capabilities. GA’s special nuclear material license, issued by the NRC, was
amended by Amendment 37, dated September 26, 1996, to authorize possession only. No fuel
processing activities are authorized. Since there are no longer any radioactive liquid releases
from this facility, there will be no significant increase in the possibility of an offsite release and
there will be no significant increase in individual or cumulative occupational radiation exposure.
Consequently, there is no significant increase in the potential for, or consequences from
radiological accidents. Release of the requested portions of Building 21, Building 2, Service
Corridor A, and the Former L-307 Tank Pit Site involve no construction activity. Therefore,
there will be no construction impact.

The staff has determined that the proposed change does not adversely impact public health
and safety or the environment, and is categorically excluded from the requirement to prepare a
site-specific environmental assessment. Therefore, in accordance with 10 CFR 51.22( ¢)(11),
neither an environmental assessment nor an environmental impact statement is warranted for
this action.

CONCLUSION

The NRC staff determined that the Non-Reactor Portion of the TRIGA (Building 21) Reactor
Site; Building 2, Service Corridor A; and Former L-307 Tank Pit Site were surveyed and
decommissioned in accordance with the approved Decommissioning Plan. Confirmatory
surveys were performed by the NRC inspectors and the results met the approved NRC release
criteria. Therefore, the staff recommends approval of the amendment.

Region IV concurs with this recommendation.

PRINCIPAL CONTRIBUTOR

Matthew Bartlett
Merritt N. Baker
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