
May 8, 2007

MEMORANDUM TO: Scott Flanders, Deputy Director
Environmental Protection and Performance 
  Assessment Directorate
Division of Waste Management 
  and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials
  and Environmental Management Programs

THRU: Ryan Whited, Branch Chief   /RA/
Low-Level Waste Branch
Environmental Protection and Performance 
  Assessment Directorate
Division of Waste Management 
  and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials
  and Environmental Management Programs

FROM: Xiaosong Yin, Project Manager /RA/
Low-Level Waste Branch 
Environmental Protection and Performance 
  Assessment Directorate
Division of Waste Management 
  and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials
  and Environmental Management Programs

SUBJECT: APRIL 25, 2007 MEETING SUMMARY: PUBLIC MEETING 
DISCUSSING NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION (NRC)
ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES FOR  DEPARTMENT OF
ENERGY (DOE) WASTE DETERMINATION ACTIVITIES AT THE
IDAHO NATIONAL LABORATORY

On April 25, 2007, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff held a public meeting

in Idaho Falls, Idaho, to discuss NRC’s roles and responsibilities for DOE waste determination

activities for the Idaho National Laboratory (INL) Tank Farm Facility (TFF), as specified in

Section 3116 of the Ronald Reagan National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2005.  The

meeting summary is attached for your use. 

Enclosures:  
1)  Summary of Meeting
2)  Attendee List
3)  Meeting Presentation Slides
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Enclosure 1

SUMMARY OF APRIL 25, 2007, PUBLIC MEETING
REGARDING NRC’S ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES FOR DOE

 WASTE DETERMINATION ACTIVITIES FOR 
THE IDAHO NATIONAL LABORATORY TANK FARM FACILITY

Introduction

On April 25, 2007, the NRC held a public meeting to discuss NRC’s roles and responsibilities
for DOE waste determination activities for the Idaho National Laboratory Tank Farm Facility
(INL TFF), as specified in Section 3116 of the Ronald Reagan National Defense Authorization
Act for FY 2005 (NDAA).  This public meeting was held in Idaho Falls, Idaho.  

The list of attendees is included as Attachment 2, and the meeting presentation slides are
included in Attachment 3.  

Discussion

The purpose of the meeting was to provide the public with a better understanding of NRC’s
activities in implementing the NDAA and in reviewing DOE’s waste determination for the INL
TFF.  The NDAA authorizes the DOE, in consultation with the NRC, to determine that certain
radioactive waste related to the reprocessing of spent nuclear fuel is not high-level waste,
provided certain criteria are met. The NDAA also requires NRC to monitor DOE disposal
actions to assess compliance with 10 CFR Part 61, Subpart C, performance objectives for low-
level waste.  

On September 7, 2005, DOE submitted a draft waste determination for residual waste stored in
the INL TFF to demonstrate compliance with the NDAA criteria including demonstration of
compliance with the performance objectives in 10 CFR Part 61, Subpart C.  In its consultation
role, the NRC staff reviewed the draft waste determination and concluded that the NDAA
criteria could be met for residual waste stored in the TFF. NRC documented the results of its
review in a technical evaluation report (TER) issued in October 2006. DOE issued a final waste
determination in November 2006 taking into consideration the assumptions, conclusions, and
recommendations documented in NRC’s TER.

The TFF has been used for the storage of a variety of radioactive wastes, including wastes
directly from spent fuel reprocessing and other ancillary wastes.  Spent fuel reprocessing
wastes and other ancillary facility wastes  were sent to the TFF until 1992.  The TFF contains
eleven 300,000-gallon tanks plus their surrounding vaults, four  30,000-gallon tanks,
interconnecting transfer piping and secondary containment components for the transfer piping. 
Seven of the eleven 300,000-gallon tanks and all four small tanks have been cleaned.  Among
the cleaned tanks, all four small tanks have also been stabilized by grouting and currently DOE
is in the process of grouting the first large 300,000-gallon tank. TFF closure is expected in
2012.  

The meeting started with a presentation by NRC staff that provided an overview of NRC’s
implementation of the NDAA.  This presentation included background information on the history
of NRC’s involvement in DOE waste determinations, the content of Section 3116 and the
criteria for waste determinations under the NDAA.  The staff also presented NRC’s consultation
process and communicated to the public how NRC will carry out its monitoring role under the
NDAA. 
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The next discussion was on the NRC’s technical review of DOE’s draft waste determination for
the INL TFF and planned NRC monitoring activities of DOE waste disposal operations at INL. 
NRC staff’s presentation provided an overview that included INL TFF waste operation history,
NRC technical review process, general findings and assumptions made during the review, and
conclusions on each of the three NDAA criteria as documented in the October 2006 TER.  This
presentation also provided a monitoring overview that described NRC’s INL TFF monitoring
plan and summarized onsite observation activities by NRC staff that were conducted at the INL
site on April 24-25.  

Public Comment

This meeting was a category 2 public meeting and the public was invited to participate and
discuss INL TFF tank closure issues with the NRC staff.   The NRC staff answered and
discussed questions and comments from the public that included issues such as waste removal
from the TFF tanks and how the waste was treated, similarity of NRC’s consultation review to
the Superfund process, availability of new waste removal technology, and the implication of the
INL TFF review on Savannah River Site waste determinations.  DOE also provided a brief
status update on tank grouting operations at the TFF. 

Closing Remarks and Follow-up

NRC staff thanked all participants for coming to the meeting.  There was general agreement
that the meeting achieved better understanding of NRC activities under the NDAA related to the
INL site and was useful and productive. 



Enclosure 2

Attendee List

Name Affiliation

Allan Carvo CWI

Ann Riedesel Portage

Beth Sellers DOE

Betsy Connell INL

Brett Bowhan Portage

Bruce LaRue State of Idaho

Carol Walls NRC

Cynthia Barr NRC

Darryl Sienne

Erik Simpson CWI

Gregory Hall Kendall Coughlan

Jennifer Davis NRC

Jeremy Maxand Snake River Alliance

Kathleen Trever State of Idaho

Keith Quigley CWI

Keith Lockie DOE

Kerry Martin Portage

Knut Meyerin US Senator Craig’s office

Lane Allgood PST

Marty Huebner

Neil Jensen NRC-OGC

Phil breidenbsce CWI

Richard Mally Shoshone-Bannock Tribes

Robert Iotti CWI

Robert Peel URS Corp

Roberto Pabalan CNWRA

Ryan Whited NRC

Scott Flanders NRC
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Tammy Reynolds CWI

Xiaosong Yin NRC
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