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Meeting to address process for MOX

Thu, Apr 12, 2007

By JOSH VOORHEES

Staff writer

Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff will hold a public meeting tonight to
discuss the technical review process for the proposed construction of the
mixed-oxide fuel fabrication facility on the Savannah River Site.

The meeting will be held at the Aiken Municipal Building from 7:30 p.m. to
9:30 p.m. and is expected to be attended by both opponents and proponents
of the proposed facility.

The discussion will cover a variety of MOX-related issues, including the
licensing process and inspection program.

A one-hour open house at 6:30 p.m. will precede the meeting, and the
public is encouraged to meet and speak with NRC members at that time.
Shaw Areva MOX Services — formerly Duke, Cogema, Stone & Webster —
applied

for the operating license for the potential MOX facility in the fall of

last year. The application process had been delayed because the federal
government was operating under a continuing resolution that fixed spending
at 2006 fiscal-year levels. Now that the NRC has received its 2007

funding, the review process is proceeding.

The proposed facility would be owned by the Department of Energy's
National Nuclear Security Administration and be part the nation's effort

to convert supplies of weapons-grade plutonium into more
proliferation-resistant forms by blending it with uranium. Converting the
plutonium into MOX fuel would enable it to be used in commercial reactors
to generate electricity.

Earlier this year, a coalition of 44 organizations — including Greenpeace
and Nuclear Watch South — sent a letter to members of Congress seeking to
end the MOX program, citing fiscal and environmental concerns.



For further information about the NRC meeting, contact David Tiktinsky at
(800) 368-5642, ext. 6195. Additional information about the MOX program
can be found at the NRC's website, www.nrc.gov.
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By JOSH VOORHEES

Staff writer

Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff will hold a public meeting tonight to discuss the technical
review process for the proposed construction of the mixed-oxide fuel fabrication facility on the
Savannah River Site.

The meeting will be held at the Aiken Municipal Building from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. and is expected to be attended
by both opponents and proponents of the proposed facility.

The discussion will cover a variety of MOX-related issues, including the licensing process and inspection program.

A one-hour open house at 6:30 p.m. will precede the meeting, and the public is encouraged to meet and speak with
NRC members at that time.

Shaw Areva MOX Services a€” formerly Duke, Cogema, Stone & Webster a€” applied for the operating license for the
potential MOX facility in the fall of last year. The application process had been delayed because the federal
government was operating under a continuing resolution that fixed spending at 2006 fiscal-year levels. Now that the
NRC has received its 2007 funding, the review process is proceeding.

The proposed facility would be owned by the Department of Energy's National Nuclear Security Administration and be
part the nation's effort to convert supplies of weapons-grade plutonium into more proliferation-resistant forms by
blending it with uranium. Converting the plutonium into MOX fuel would enable it to be used in commercial reactors
to generate electricity.

Earlier this year, a coalition of 44 organizations a€” including Greenpeace and Nuclear Watch South a€” sent a letter to
members of Congress seeking to end the MOX program, citing fiscal and environmental concerns.

For further information about the NRC meeting, contact David Tiktinsky at (800) 368-5642, ext. 6195. Additional
information about the MOX program can be found at the NRC's website, www.nrc.gov.
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