From: "Sackschewsky, Michael R" <michael.sackschewsky@pnl.gov>

To: "Mark Notich" <mdn@nrc.gov>

Date: 4/3/2007 12:24:20 PM

Subject: FW: Yuchi WMA game harvest records
Mark

| don't know if this has been docketed yet, but we would like to be able to
reference this email.

Thanks

Mike

From: IB Parnell [mailto:ib_parnell@dnr.state.ga.us]
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2006 10:30 AM
To: Duberstein, Corey A

Subject: RE: Yuchi WMA game harvest records

Yuchi WMA - 7,800 total acres; 250 acres Savannah River bottom; 300
acres creek bottom; 700 acres mesic ravine; 6,000 acres planted
loblolly, slash or longleaf pine of various ages; remainder is natural
pine and mixed pine-hardwood.

The number of hunters and harvest for Yuchi WMA is collected on a
sign-in/sign-out basis. In addition to their normal hunting licenses,
hunters are required to have a WMA license to hunt on a Wildlife
Management Area ($19 for residents and $73 for non-residents). At the
beginning of the hunting season, hunters sign-in one time for that
hunting period (i.e., sign-in once for all 35 days of archery season,

once for all 7 days of primitive weapons, etc.) and sign-out any
harvested game. For this type of hunt we only ask for the sex of the
deer, age (fawn or adult) and number of antler points for bucks. For
turkeys we ask for estimates of age (juvenile or adult), beard length,
spur length and weight. We collect more detailed deer data on other
WMASs (i.e., pull jawbones for aging, exact weight, antler measurements,
etc.) but not on Yuchi. To derive the deer population numbers we
collect jawbones and antler measurements on 2500-3000 deer statewide.
That data is run through herd reconstruction models and analyzed by the
biologist in charge of "deer herd reconstruction." He will then break

the reconstruction data down by deer management unit and we can
sometimes extrapolate it on a county by county basis. The turkey data
is a little more difficult to explain because | am a little less

familiar with it. We conduct statewide poult production surveys during



May, June and July using poult and hen observations and number of miles
driven for the observer. This data provides us with an index of poult
production per hen that can be compared to other years. The statewide
turkey population has not changed significantly in the last 10 years -
around 350,000 turkeys.

Deer

Burke County, Georgia (Upper Coastal Plain physiographic region)
35-45 deer per sqg. mile (Yuchi is likely in the 30-35 deer/sq. mi
because of the habitat found there - much of Burke County is farm
land.)

Herd Management Goal for Burke Co. = 35 deer/sq. mi

Yuchi WMA deer harvest :

2001 = 66 deer (30 does), 847 hunters
2002 = 47 deer (17 does), 801 hunters
2003 = 72 deer (28 does), 996 hunters
2004 = no data

2005 = 52 deer (27 does), 921 hunters

There are 107 days open for deer hunting on Yuchi in 2005.

Archery = 35 days (either sex)

Primitive Weapons = 7 days (either sex)

Firearms = 65 days (12 of these days are either-sex and 53 are buck

only.)

Turkeys:

Burke County has approximately 529 forested sq. miles with an average of
13 turkeys/forested sq. mile. It has one of the highest turkey

populations in Georgia.

Yuchi WMA turkey harvest:

2000 = 31 gobblers, 113 hunters
2001 = 11 gobblers, 163 hunters
2002 = 33 gobblers, 172 hunters
2003 = 31 gobblers, 179 hunters
2004 = 34 gobblers, 214 hunters
2005 = 38 gobblers, 227 hunters
2006 = 35 gobblers, 232 hunters

There were 52 days open for turkey hunting on Yuchi in 2006.

| hope that this information is useful to you. Please contact me if |
can be of further service to you.

|.B. Parnell



|.B. Parnell

Senior Wildlife Biologist

Georgia Department of Natural Resources
Game Management Section

142 Bob Kirk Road

Thomson, GA 30824

706-595-4222

------ End of Forwarded Message
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