In a SRM of April 11, 2007 (ML070329C), the Commission directed the staff to contact the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regarding their pilot project on detection of nuclear
materials and provide the project status and outcomes to the Commission.

EPA provided the staff the following information on the project.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Office of Radiation and Indoor Air

(ORIA), at the request of the U.S. Customs Service, conducted a pilot study to investigate the
need for, and feasibility of, safeguarding against illicit or inadvertent inclusion of radioactive
contamination in imported scrap metals arriving at seaports. During the study period, 2001-
2005, all scrap iron, steel, and stainless steel shipments received at transfer operations facilities
in Darrow, Louisiana and Charleston, South Carolina, were monitored for gamma and neutron
radiation levels. The pilot study demonstrates the feasibility of establishing a monitoring system
for radioactive materials in imported scrap metals. The detection system provides assurance
against importing contaminated scrap metal. The initial data collected during the pilot study are
not sufficient to support a definitive conclusion regarding the rate of inclusion of radioactive
materials in scrap metal imports.
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