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NRC Expectations and Perspective

• Licensees will provide information by 
12/31/07 sufficient for NRC to conclude 
with reasonable assurance that long-term 
core cooling will be maintained [10 CFR 
50.46(b)(5)]

• Commission has encouraged “holistic”
approach – NRC expects that  a wide 
variety of solutions will be provided

• Some uncertainties will remain
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NRC Expectations and
Perspective (Continued)

• NRC believes that most if not all 
remaining technical questions have 
already been identified to the 
industry for action
– Numerous public meetings
– Audits
– Observations of testing
– Topical report reviews
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Current NRC Work

• Objective is to verify, to extent feasible, that 
all significant technical questions are 
binned for some type of resolution – not 
wait until 2008 and find inadequate Generic 
Letter submittals

• Two sources being reviewed
– Questions raised by NRC staff

– Comments made by chemical effects peer 
review (NUREG-1861)
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Approach to Resolution

• NRC staff reviewing known unresolved 
technical questions to disposition them

• Proposed initial cut at disposition to 
management for review by June 2007

• Expect few to no “surprises”

• Plan to discuss results with industry at 
next GSI-191 meeting
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Decision-Making Process

• Potential risk significance
• Technical basis for validity of 

question
• If action needed, who should take it 

and on what priority
– NRC

• Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
• Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research

– Industry
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Thoughts on Process

• As already known, sump clogging is a 
complex issue to evaluate and model

• Difficult to determine risk significance of 
questions without much knowledge base

• Process will likely lead in some cases to a 
decision regarding whether additional 
research is needed

• Possible that items binned to “additional 
research” could lead to revisiting some 
aspects of sump issue again
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