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April 30, 2007
EN-07-004A

OFFICE OF ENFORCEMENT
NOTIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANT ENFORCEMENT ACTION

Licensee: TRC Engineers, Inc. (Formerly SITE-Blauvelt Engineering, Inc.)  (EA-06-286)
16000 Commerce Parkway, Suite B
Mount Laurel, NJ 08054

Subject:   PROPOSED IMPOSITION OF CIVIL PENALTY - $3,250 

On January 30, 2007, a Notice of Violation and Proposed Imposition of Civil Penalty (Notice) in
the amount of $3,250 was issued to TRC Engineers, Inc.  This action was based on a Severity
Level III violation of 10 CFR 30.34(I) involving the failure to maintain a minimum of two
independent physical controls that formed tangible barriers to secure a portable gauge from
unauthorized removal during a period when the portable gauge was not under the control and
constant surveillance of the licensee, which may have contributed to the theft of the gauge. 
Specifically, the licensee locked the gauge in its transport container and stored the gauge
overnight in a locked shed at a temporary job site (one barrier).  The gauge was not secured to
the shed, and therefore, a second independent barrier to prevent unauthorized removal was not
provided.  In order to emphasize the significance of the failure to maintain control of radioactive
material that resulted in its  loss, a civil penalty in the base amount for the Severity Level III
violation was warranted.

The licensee responded to the Notice in a letter dated February 28, 2007.  In its response, the
licensee disputed the violation and requested remission or mitigation of the associated civil
penalty.  The licensee stated that at the time the gauge was stolen, they had used two tangible
barriers to secure the gauge, namely, the locked shed and the locked storage container. 
Although the storage container was not secured to the shed, the licensee stated its belief that a
chain connecting the container to the floor of the shed would not have prevented the theft.  The
licensee also noted that the loss of the gauge was a capital and revenue loss for which they
suffered a financial hardship.  However, the staff has concluded that the failure to maintain a
minimum of two independent physical controls that formed tangible barriers to secure the
portable gauge from unauthorized removal may have contributed to the theft of the gauge.        
Therefore, the violation remains valid.  

Accordingly, an Order Imposing Civil Monetary Penalty in the amount of $3,250 has been
issued today.  Under the terms of the Order, the licensee may, within 30 days of the date of the
Order, pay the civil penalty or request a hearing.  
 
It should be noted that the licensee has not been specifically informed of the enforcement
action.  The schedule of issuance and notification is:

Mailing of Notice April 30, 2007
Telephone Notification of Licensee April 30, 2007

CONTACTS:  Sally Merchant, OE, 415-2747 David Solorio, OE, 415-0149

The States of New Jersey and New York, and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will be
notified. 
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